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p< .05, respectively)

Abstract

The purpose of this descriptive research was to study hopelessness of elderly patients with
depressive disorder and physical illness and relationships between negative attribution, physical
function, problem solving skill, self-esteem, social support, depression severity and hopelessness.
A sample was 132 elderly patients with depressive disorder and physical illness. The research
instruments included:1) Personal Information Questionnaire 2) New Attributional Style Questionnaire
3) Late-life Function Instrument 4) Problem Solving Inventory (PSI) 5) Self-esteem Questionnaire
6) The personal resource questionnaire PRQ 85 Part Il 7) Hamilton Rating Scale for Depression (HAM-D-17)
8) Geriatric Hopelessness Scale. All instruments were verified for content validity index >.80 (.83, .88,
.85, .92, .82, .90, .86) and reliability >.70 (.86, .97, .83, .84, .89, .91, .80). Data were analyzed by
Pearson Product Moment Correlation coefficient.

Results: 1) Hopelessness of elderly patients with depressive disorder and physical illness at
a moderate level were 50 % ( Mean=16.06, SD = 5.07); 2) Depression Severity and Negative Attribution
were significantly positive correlation with hopelessness (r=.388, p<.001, r=.276, p<.001, respectively),
while social support, problem solving skill, self-esteem, and physical function were significantly

negative correlation with hopelessness. (r =-.578, p <.001, r = -517, p <.001, r = -.437, p <.000, r= -.216,

Keywords: hopelessness; elderly; depressive disorder; physical illness; negative attribution
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