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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study the level of need of elderly caregivers and factors
correlated with the level of need of elderly caregivers who cared for elderly family members with cancer.
The factors included duration of care, readiness of the elderly caregivers, burden of care, and social support.
The 120 participants were selected by using simple random sampling from the elderly caregivers of cancer
patients who received services at the Cancer Clinic of the 90~ beds hospital in Chaiyaphum province.
Pearson’s Product Moment correlation was employed to analyze the data.

The result found that the elderly caregivers reported their need at a moderate level (M = 2.95,
SD = 1.15). The duration of care and the burden of care showed significant positive correlation with
the need of caring in the elderly caregivers who taking care of their family members suffering from cancer
(r = .21 and .41, respectively, p < .01); whereas the readiness of elderly caregivers had negative
correlation with the need of caring in the elderly caregivers.

Therefore, nurses and health care professionals should take duration of care, burden of care, and

readiness of the elderly caregivers into account in order to better serve the need of the elderly caregivers

who care for family members with cancer.

Keywords: need of caregiver, elderly caregiver, factor correlate, family with cancer
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