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Abstract

The purpose of to this study was examine a pattern of family conversation, including teenagers’
attitudes and actions related to having a friendship with another gender. This cross-sectional design
approved by the ethics committee of Boromarajonani College of Nursing, Nakhon Lampang. Sampling
included 308 junior high school students using convenient sampling from two schools in Nakhon Lampang
Municipality. Self-administered questionnaires included 50 items related to their patterns of a family
conversation, including teenagers’ attitudes and actions related to having a friendship with another
gender, and general personal questions. Psychometric properties of the measure were examined by using
content validity with three expertises. Mean, standard deviation, frequency, and percent applied to assess

data in this study.

The results showed that most of the sample was female (61.8%) with mean age of 14 years old
(S.D. = 1.08). Most of the samples stated that their parents would not allow them to have a boy or girl
friend (46.19%); and if they have one, they should be under their parents’ views (61.88% ). When asked
about their attitudes regarding their conversation with their parents, they thought that they should be
allowed to have a boy or girl friend (86.0%). They also have a boy or girl friend with their parents’

permission (65.7%). These findings suggested that teenagers and their parents accepted to an idea that

“their teenager can have a boy or girl friend”.
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