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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to explore the problems and obstacles in the implementation of nursing diagnosis
of nursing students of Srimahasarakham Nursing College. The sample of this research comprised 136 second year
nursing students, enrolled in the bachelor degree program in nursing, academic year 2013 of Srimahasarakham
Nursing College. The instrument used for data collection was the questionnaires related to problems and obstacles
in implementation of nursing diagnosis. The questionnaire was tested for its content validity by a panel of experts.

The reliability of the instrument was .87. Statistical techniques used in data analysis were descriptive statistics.

The results revealed that: 1) Overall mean score of the problems and obstacles in implementation of nursing
diagnosis was at a moderate level (Mean = 2.55, S.D. = 0.48); 2) Among four aspects, the aspect of a learner
had the highest mean score of problems and obstacles (Mean = 3.15, S.D. = 0.66), following by the aspects of
clinical learning environments (Mean = 2.61, S.D. = 0.57), the teaching - learning process (Mean = 2.40, S.D.
= 0.59), and instructors (Mean = 2.06, S.D. = 0.51), respectively; 3) When considering by items, it found
that time limitation for self-studying before practicing in a clinical setting was perceived by the nursing students
as the highest problems and obstacles for implementation of nursing diagnosis (Mean = 3.68, S.D. = 0.88),
following by lack of knowledge about pathophysiology of disease (Mean = 3.67,S.D. =0.95), and time limitation
for collecting patient’s data before practicing in clinical setting (Mean = 3.42, S.D. = 1.02), respectively.

Therefore, to maximize nursing diagnostic abilities of nursing students, the nursing students should be prepared
intensively on theoretical knowledge and skills, which is essential for nursing diagnostic practice, as well as managed
to have enough time for self-studying. Clinical learning facilities promoting the abilities of nursing diagnosis in

nursing students should be also provided.
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