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Abstract

The purposes of this correlational predictive study were to study contraceptive behaviors and
to identify predictive factors of contraceptive behaviors among female vocational students in Bangkok.
The selected factor included perceived susceptibility of unwanted pregnancy, perceived severity of
unwanted pregnancy, perceived benefits of contraception, perceived barriers to contraception, knowledge
about contraception, peers norms of contraceptive behavior, contraception self-efficacy, partners support
of contraception. A sample consisted of 259 female students, under 18 years of age identifying
themselves as sexually active during the past six months. Data were collected using a set of questionnaire :
perceived risk of unwanted pregnancy, perceived severity of unwanted pregnancy, perceived barriers to
contraception, perceived benefits of contraception, knowledge about contraception, peers norms of
contraceptive behavior, contraception self-efficacy, partners support of contraception and contraceptive
behaviors. The questionnaires were tested for their content validity by a panel of experts. Their Cronbach’s
alpha coefficients were .82, .83, .84, .88, .87, .84, .81, .82 and .85, respectively. Data were analyzed

using stepwise multiple regression analysis. The results revealed that :

1. Condom use of vocation female students was at high level (X = 3.33 + 0.74), oral contraceptive

pills and emergency contraceptive pills were at moderate levels (X =2.78 + 0.79 and X = 2.57 + 0.74).

2. Predictors of contraceptive behavior include contraception self-efficacy (= .244, R’change=.313),
peers norms of contraceptive behavior (f=.218, R®change = .063), perceived benefits of contraception
(P = .205, R®change = .032), and perceived severity of unwanted pregnancy (§ = .139), the four

variables accounted for 42% of contraceptive behavior.

Key Words: Vocational female student, Sexuality in adolescent, Contraceptive behaviors, factors

contraceptive behavior
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