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Stigma and Social Distance of People Towards

People Affected by Leprosy in a Community

Silatham Sermrittirong Ph.D, Siramas Rodchan M.Sc, Pojana Thanyakittikul M.A,
Nopphorn Srikhumbor B.N.S, Narintorn Kolkang B.N.S, Ratana Suksomket B.N.S,
Shutiwan Poladech M.N.S, Manit Chaninporn M.Sc,
Janjanakorn Promkaew M.S.W, Wiparat Ruadcharoen B.Sc.
Raj PrachaSamasai Institute,
Department of Disease Control, Ministry of Public Health

ABSTRACT

This cross-sectional descriptive study was undertaken between June and September 2016 aiming to
study stigma and social distance of community members towards persons affected by leprosy in 5 regions of
Thailand namely central, eastern, northern, north—eastern, and southern. Explanatory Model Interview
Catalogue (EMIC) and social distance scales were used to collect quantitative data in 675 calculated subjects
which were selected by simple random sampling. Descriptive statistics such as frequency and means; and
inferential statistics such as chi-square and logistic regression analysis were used to analyze the data.

It was found that there was a social distance of community members towards persons affected by
leprosy at moderate level with median value at 11(minimum and maximum value at O and 21 respectively).
Predictive factors of a social distance were knowing leprosy from another people (adjusted OR = 0.4, p = 0.013),
knowing leprosy from media (adjusted OR = 0.4, p = 0.037), perceiving that leprosy was caused by hereditary
(adjusted OR = 2.9, p = 0.001) and germs (adjusted OR = 2.7, p = 0.001) and perceiving that leprosy
was incurable (adjusted OR = 2.3, p = 0.012).

Regarding stigma, it was found that there was leprosy related stigma at moderate level with median
value at 14 (minimum and maximum value at O and 30 respectively). Predictive factors of stigma were
people with age below or equal to 50 (adjusted OR = 4.3, p = 0.007), age 51-60 (adjusted OR = 4.4,
p = 0.009), not having leprosy relatives (adjusted OR = 2.6, p = 0.013), not having community members
who have leprosy (adjusted OR = 2.2, p < 0.001), perceiving that leprosy caused by breathing the same air
as people with untreated leprosy (adjusted OR = 0.5, p = 0.043), perceiving that leprosy was caused by
sharing the same meal as people with leprosy (adjusted OR = 0.4, p = 0.001) and perceiving that leprosy
was incurable (adjusted OR = 2.1, p = 0.018).

In conclusion, misperception about leprosy is a crucial factor that contributes to social distance and
stigma. Related project should be implemented to establish community members’ correct perception in order

to reduce stigma and social distance towards persons affected by leprosy.

Key words: Stigma, Social distance, People affected by leprosy
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The Prevalence of Carbapenem Resistant Enterobacteriaceae

at Somdejphrachoataksinmaharaj Hospital, Tak
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Abstract

Drug resistant bacteria was world wide public health problem, that threatening any sex and age and
increasing every year. The Carbapenem Resistant Enterobacteriaceac (CRE) was one of the most difficult to
treat in clinical management procedure which raising up for years, so the role of clinical microbiologic
technician is most important to accurately and timely in making laboratory diagnosis, warning and trend of
prevalence analysis. The objective of this study is to analyze Carbapenem Resistant Enterobacteriaceae
prevalence at Somdejphrachoataksinmaharaj Hospital, Tak during 2014-2018 by collecting the CRE data
from all Enterobacteriaceae isolates, and then analyzed the CRE prevalence beyond each year, aged group,
clinical department patients, specimen types and Enterobacteriaceae species. The result showed that at the
analyzed period there were 117 CRE cases with 135 isolates. The CRE prevalence raised up from 0.3% in 2014
to 5.7% in 2018, 70 CRE case could be isolated from more than 60 year old cases, the intensive care unit
were higher than the other ward and most of them were found in respiratory tract and urinary tract specimens.
K. pneumoniae, E. coli, Enterobacter spp. and C. diversus were top-four of CRE at Somdejphrachoataksinmaharaj
Hospital with prevalence 74.3%, 16.2%, and 8.5%, respectively. This study revealed that CRE would be
the important drug resistant problem at Somdejphrachoataksinmaharaj Hospital, Tak in the future. The antibiotic
microbial resistant (AMR) team should be early setting up an appropriate monitoring program to reduce this

before uncontrollable.

Keywords : Enterobacteriaceae , Carbapenem , Carbapenem Resistant Enterobacteriaceae
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Historical Research: Role of Thai King Chakri Dynasty

on Cholera control in Thailand

Sittikorn Gosoom B.Sc.
Thanchanok Jansai B.Sc.
Puckjira Rattasamut B.Acc.
Nipaphan Chansila B.A.
Bamrasnaradura Infectious Diseases Institute,
Department of Disease Control, Ministry of Public Health
ABSTRACT

Cholera is a serious epidemic infectious disease occurred throughout the world and remained as
important health problem for a long time since 1817 until now. Cholera is caused by bacteria namely
“Vibrio Cholerae”, which was discovered in 1854 in Florence, Italy by Filippo Pacini detected a large number
of bent-shaped bacteria in the patient’s intestine and named it Vibrio Cholerac. However the discovery was
not will accepted until in 1883 when Robert Koch detected such bacteria and could separate pure bacteria
form the patient therefore it was accepted that this bacteria is the causative agent of cholera. Epidemics of
cholera ware found many times almost around the world. Thailand is one of the countries that has been
affected by every major outbreak.

Cholera outbreak occurred in Thailand since 1817 and continued to spread periodically at each time
of the outbreak, Many Kings Chakri Dynasty have tried to find ways to treat, prevent and control disease
according to methods available in each era. Until the reign of King Rama IX, Thailand was able to control
more effectively the outbreak of cholera. He was will aware of the severity and pay a lot of attention to combat
the disease. He had tried several methods to treat and control cholera and initiated the establishment of the
infectious disease hospital in Bangkok which later on was move to Talat Khwan subdistrict, Muang District,
Nonthaburi province and changed its name to “Bumrasnaradura Hospital”. This hospital was the prototype

of the infectious disease hospital of Thailand and near by countries as well.

Keywords: Vibrio Cholerae, Thai King Chakri Dynasty, Control of epidemics
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Development of Clinical Practice Guideline for tuberculosis
patients care, prevention and control of TB transmission

for multidisciplinary team in Sisaket hospital

Nathakorn Pongpeeradech APN.IC., M.N.S., Ph.D
Infection Prevention and Control, Sisaket Hospital

ABSTRACT

This development research aims to provide clinical practice guideline (CPG) for tuberculosis (TB)
patients care, prevention and control of TB transmission for multidisciplinary team in Sisaket hospital.
National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC), 1998 was used for the conceptual frame work,
and Joint Commission International (JCI) was used for the theoretical framework. The study sample were
chosen by purposive sampling into 2 groups, 1) 202 of the multidisciplinary personnel work in TB clinic,
outpatient department, emergency department, and inpatient department, and 2) 682 TB sputum smear
positive patients, and were attending either the TB clinic or inpatient department during the time of study
18 months between January 2017 and June 2018.

Research instruments include education planning and developed CPG. The developed CPG consists
of 2 sections, 1) TB patients care, and 2) prevention and control of TB transmission in hospital. Data
collected instruments were the CPG feasibility questionnaires, TB knowledge test, and the observation form
which have been tested for Content validity index (CVI) and reliability before use. Data was analyzed using
descriptive statistic, paired t-test and chi-square.

The results of implementation showed the high feasibility that the CPG, and the effect of guideline
implementation significantly increased knowledge and practice in all group of multidisciplinary personnel
(p<0.001). Moreover, as the results, Sisaket hospital was assessed the quality hospital standard for TB care
and treatment between 2017-2018 at the highest score (99.99%) by The Office of Disease Prevention and
Control 10, Ubon Ratchathani. Results from study are recommended for thorough use the CPG and the further

study in utilization and consistency of CPG.

Key words: Clinical practice guideline, Multidisciplinary team, Tuberculosis,

Prevention and control of TB transmission in hospital
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Communication Arts, Faculty of Management Science,
Nakhon Sawan Rajabhat University
Abstract

This quantitative research aimed to 1) study knowledge and attitude on Thai traditional and alternative
medicine services in Uthaithani province 2) study perception of Thai traditional and alternative medicine
services in Uthaithani province 3) study behavior of Thai traditional and alternative medicine clients in
Uthaithani province. The samples used in the study were clients of hospitals who came to use the services in
Uthaithani province and was calculated using multi-stage sampling technique (440 samples). The questionnaire
was used as a tool to collect data. Data is processed by using software package. Percentage, mean and standard
deviation were used for descriptive statistics.

The results showed that the most of the samples were female, age between 50-59 years with
diploma and worked with government/state enterprises. Most received the information about health care in
Thai traditional medicine from television (98.90%), information about alternative health care from personal
media (72.95%). The research found that the sample groups had knowledge and attitude towards Thai
traditional and alternative medicine level was good. Moreover, the perception of Thai traditional and alternative
medicine was at a high level. In each part, recommendation and encouragement from friends to drink herbal
drinks to maintain their health was at the highest level. Subsequently participants obtained advices from nurse/
public health professional/Thai traditional medicine officer. Acquired service behaviors related to Thai
traditional and alternative medicine were at the moderate level. Behavior towards the service was found
participants can buy or pay for these services because the services are economical and inexpensive was at the
highest level. Drinking herbal juice and taking herbal products were at the high level, respectively.

This research suggested that 1) There should be a variety of public relation forms suitable for the
target group and create knowledge management regarding Thai traditional and alternative medicine services.
2) There should arrange in—depth interviews with clients concerning Thai traditional and alternative medicine
services that corresponded to issue and context in the area to serve the elderly who have knee problem or

stroke patients.

Keywords: Health communication, Thai traditional , Alternative medicine
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Human brucellosis : A case report

Chuti Burana M.D.
Department of Physiology, Faculty of Medicine,
Chulalongkorn University
Abstract

Brucellosis is an infection caused by an organism of the genus Brucella. It is a zoonosis which
can be presented with various signs and symptoms, as well as severity. Among the most common clinical
presentations are fever, malaise, myalgia, and headache. Brucellosis affects multiple countries worldwide,
including Thailand. The bureau of epidemiology of Thailand classified human brucellosis as a disease that
needs to be under surveillance and every new case must be reported and registered to prevent further outbreak
of the disease. This is a case report of the first human brucellosis in Nonthaburi province, Thailand. The
patient was an adult thai female with history of drinking unprocessed goat milk from a local farm. The
diagnosis was made by collecting blood samples from the patient and the patient was treated with oral

doxycycline and rifampicin for 6 weeks before she made a full recovery.

Keywords : Brucellosis, Brucella, Human, Thailand
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