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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this retrospective descriptive and analytical study were to determine the early signs,
symptoms and laboratory findings in dengue fever (DF) and dengue hemorrhagic fever (DHF) patients admitted
to the department of Medicine, Chaoprayayomraj Hospital from January 1 to December 31 2010. Data were
collected from medical records. A total of 336 patients were included in this study. There were 103 DF and
233 DHF patients. 13 cases of DHF were Dengue Shock Syndrome (DSS). The male cases were found equal
as female cases. Most of patients were 15-25 years old. All of patients had fever about 2-9 days, Myalgia
was found in DF patients about 73.8%. Vomiting, abdominal pain, bleeding disorder, hepatomegaly, epigastric
or RUQ pain and convalescent rash were found in DHF patients more than DF patients significantly. WBC was
less than 5,000 cell/mm3 on 1 day before defervescence in most of patients. Platelet count in DHF cases were
lower than those in DF cases especially less than 50,000 cell/mm3 in 55.8% of DHF cases. The severity of
DHF patients were classified as Grade I 70.49%, Grade Il 24.0%, Grade III 5.6% and no DHF Grade IV. The
complications were abnormal bleeding, shock, volume overload and sinus bradycardia. The early signs, symptoms
and laboratory findings will help in early correct diagnosis and proper management in critical period which

results in lower complications and fatality rate in DHF patients.
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