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ABSTRACT

This research studied the need for expanding primary medical care in nursing and midwife clinics
among 92 service providers. The research also observed 310 service users of nursing and midwife clinics in
the same province and collected data by using questionnaires and chi-square statistical testing.

The research findings revealed that 98.9% expressed a need for more analgesics, antipyretic and
non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs, respiratory drugs and antibacterial drugs. When the relationships
were analyzed, it was found that the characteristics of the locations and distance from hospitals and skill
registered nurses were related to the need for expanding primary medical care with statistical significance at
0.05. As for the service users, it was found that the common symp-toms of illness reported were tension/
headache (49.4%), cough (46.5%), fever (44.2%) and tonsillitis (43.2%).

Ministerial regulations require expanding the scope of primary medical care in nursing and midwife
clinics so registered nurses who have received degrees or certificates nurse practitioners in the field of general
medicine from nursing institutions will be able to offer alternative care for health service recipients living in

communities.

Key words: Primary Medical Care, Nursing and Midwife Clinics, Sanaporium Act B.E. 2541
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