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ABSTRACT

This cross-sectional descriptive study was undertaken between June and September 2016 aiming to
study stigma and social distance of community members towards persons affected by leprosy in 5 regions of
Thailand namely central, eastern, northern, north—eastern, and southern. Explanatory Model Interview
Catalogue (EMIC) and social distance scales were used to collect quantitative data in 675 calculated subjects
which were selected by simple random sampling. Descriptive statistics such as frequency and means; and
inferential statistics such as chi-square and logistic regression analysis were used to analyze the data.

It was found that there was a social distance of community members towards persons affected by
leprosy at moderate level with median value at 11(minimum and maximum value at O and 21 respectively).
Predictive factors of a social distance were knowing leprosy from another people (adjusted OR = 0.4, p = 0.013),
knowing leprosy from media (adjusted OR = 0.4, p = 0.037), perceiving that leprosy was caused by hereditary
(adjusted OR = 2.9, p = 0.001) and germs (adjusted OR = 2.7, p = 0.001) and perceiving that leprosy
was incurable (adjusted OR = 2.3, p = 0.012).

Regarding stigma, it was found that there was leprosy related stigma at moderate level with median
value at 14 (minimum and maximum value at O and 30 respectively). Predictive factors of stigma were
people with age below or equal to 50 (adjusted OR = 4.3, p = 0.007), age 51-60 (adjusted OR = 4.4,
p = 0.009), not having leprosy relatives (adjusted OR = 2.6, p = 0.013), not having community members
who have leprosy (adjusted OR = 2.2, p < 0.001), perceiving that leprosy caused by breathing the same air
as people with untreated leprosy (adjusted OR = 0.5, p = 0.043), perceiving that leprosy was caused by
sharing the same meal as people with leprosy (adjusted OR = 0.4, p = 0.001) and perceiving that leprosy
was incurable (adjusted OR = 2.1, p = 0.018).

In conclusion, misperception about leprosy is a crucial factor that contributes to social distance and
stigma. Related project should be implemented to establish community members’ correct perception in order

to reduce stigma and social distance towards persons affected by leprosy.

Key words: Stigma, Social distance, People affected by leprosy
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