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ABSTRACT

Employment Rate of Thais with Spinal Cord Injury and
Predictive Factors

Vongpakorn P, Kovindha A.

Department of Rehabilitation Medicine, Faculty of
Medicine, Chiang Mai University

Objective: To identify the employment rate of persons
with traumatic spinal cord injury (SCI) in Thailand and
predictive factors of remunerative employment.

Design: A cross-sectional survey between April 2011 -
August 2012,

Setting: Maharaj Nakorn Chiang Mai Hospital.

Subjects: One hundred persons with SCI for at least 2
years (age between 15 - 59 years old at the time of
interview).

Method: Participants were interviewed using
questionnaires to identify demographic data and work-
related variables. The Spinal Cord Independence
Measure version Ill (SCIM-II1) was used to assess
functions.

Results: At the time of survey, 47% were engaged in
remunerative employment: Among those who worked,
66% were self-employed, 27.6% were full-time
employed and 6.4% were part-time employed; 48.9%
were satisfied with their income. Using logistic
regression analysis, driving ability and duration of injury
were associated with employment. Those with ability to
drive had a 5.05-fold higher chance of employment than
those without (95% CI, 1.98 - 12.87). Every one year
post-injury chance of employment increased 1.11-fold
(95% CI, 1.02 — 1.20). Other factors such as age, SCIM
scores, level of injury, wheelchair ability, vocational
training and a loan for self-employment were not related
to employment.

Conclusion: Employment rate of spinal cord injured
Thais is nearly 50%. Ability to drive is a strong predictive
factor to remunerative employment. Therefore, to
increase the opportunity of employment, ability to drive
should be promoted to SCI persons.

Corresponding to: Dr. Piyada Vongpakorn, 1499/2 Phahonyothin
Road, Samsennai, Phayathai, Bangkok 10400
E-mail address: paiyada.v@hotmail.com

Keywords: spinal cord injury, remunerative employment,
predictive factor
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Mobility: room and toilet 10 (6, 10) 10 (8, 10) 9 (3, 10) 0.012°
Mobility: indoors and outdoors 7(4.25,9) 8(6,9) 6(3.5,9) 0.010°
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Tadlst 59 17 (28.8) 42(71.2)
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