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ABSTRACT

Thai Lower Limb Amputees: Stigma Process and Adaptation
Yesuwarn T', Uppayothin P, Jivacate T’

"Faculty of Social Sciences Maefah Luang University,
’Institute of Social Research Maefah Luang University,
°Prostheses Foundation of H.R.H. the Princess Mother

Objectives: To explore the way of living, the impact of
social stigma and social adaptive skills of the lower limb
amputees both before and after the loss of their limbs.
Study design: Descriptive study.

Setting: Prostheses Foundation, and hospitals in
Chiangrai, Nakornpathom, Srakaeo, Songkhla and
Pattani province.

Subjects: 435 lower limb amputees who live in setting
area.

Method: Interview and questionnaire.

Results: Study shows that 3 major causes of amputation
are accident, land mines and underlying medical
conditions. The amputees’ adaptive processes are: Step
1 - Change - whenever an able-bodied person loses a
leg or legs then becomes an amputee. New identity as
well as stigma is experienced by society at the same
time as the physical impairment occurred. Social stigma
which results of 1.name calling and teasing, 2.registration
as a cripple in government documents and 3.society
looks upon the amputee with pity; negatively impacts
amputee’s reaction. Step 2 - Acceptance - The amputees
psychologically and
emotionally adapt one’s self to other family members and

must learn how to physically,

community, with family support, to get through grief
reaction. Step 3 - Adaptation - when the amputees
receive leg prosthesis, they can do activities as a normal
person e.g., walking, returning to work, getting married,
and they feel a new life as leg prosthesis leads them to
new good things. Step 4 - New identity maintenance -
social stigmata is reduced then disappeared as the
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amputees are no longer a handicapped and play a
social role to maintain their mew identity.

Conclusion: This study shows the stigma processes
and adaption after lower limb amputation. Researchers
propose that social awareness of amputee’s adaptive
process should be raised which leads to positive attitude
on amputee and equality. Amputees are not a society’s
burden, but they can do things as a normal person if

they receive proper understanding and opportunity.
Keywords: lower-limb amputee, stigma
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