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ABSTRACT

Dysphagia Screening Test in Stroke Patients: Agreement
(Reliability) of Evaluation Results Observed by a
Registered Nurse

Ya-in S, Pusiripinyo E, Wattanapan P.

Department of Rehabilitation medicine, Faculty of
Medicine, Khon Kaen University

Objectives: To determine intrarater reliability of
registered nurse for dysphagia screening test in stroke
patients

Study design: Cross-sectional descriptive study

Setting: Rehabilitation ward, Srinagarind hospital
Subjects: Thirty nine stroke patients who admitted at
rehabilitation ward

Method: Registered nurse assessed stroke patients by
observation of video recording of 39 stroke patients
using dysphagia screening test which consist of 10
items; 1) level of consciousness, 2) unable to follow
command, 3) impaired sitting balance, 4) poor lip
control, 5) abnormal tongue movement, 6) decrease/
loss of gag reflex, 7) weak cough, 8) dysphonia, 9)
dysarthria, and 10) delayed swallowing reflex. The
assessment was done twice (4 weeks apart). Intrarater
reliability was analyzed using Cohen’s kappa.

Results: There were 21 males (53.8%) and 18 females
(46.2%) with an average age of 63.23 (SD 12.99) years
old, 32 ischemic stroke (82.1%) and 7 hemorrhagic
stroke (17.9%). The intrarater reliability (kappa) for item
1-10 were 1.000, 1.000, 1.000, 0.660, 0.464, 0.633,
0.783, 0.526, 0.637 and 0.322 respectively.

Conclusion: Intrarater reliability of registered nurse for
dysphagia screening test in stroke patients had fair to
very good reliability varying in each items.
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