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ABSTRACT

Attitudes of medical students and physicians toward
persons with physical disability

Rachawan Suksathien, M.D.

Department of Rehabilitation Medicine, Maharat Nakhon
Ratchasima Hospital, Nakhon Ratchasima, 30000

Objective: To assess the attitudes and examine factors
correlated with the attitudes toward persons with physi-
cal disability (PWD) of medical students and physicians
graduated from medical education center, Maharat
Nakhon Rachasima hospital.

Study design: Descriptive cross-sectional study

Setting:
Ratchasima hospital
Subjects:

Medical education center, Maharat Nakhon

208 medical students (125 preclinical and
83 clinical) and 30 physicians graduated from Medical
education center, Maharat Nakhon Ratchasima hospital.
Methods: An Attitude Toward Disabled Persons Scale,
Thai version (Thai-ATDP) and questionnaire including
demographic data, previous experience, family history
and contact with PWD, career interest in PM&R, self-
rated knowledge and education experience about PWD
and experience in treating PWD were collected.

Results: Medical students and physicians had positive
attitudes toward PWD. There were significant differences
between clinical medical students and physicians on the
Thai-ATDP (p = 0.006). Clinical medical students had
the most positive attitudes and physicians had the least.
There was no significant difference in other factors. The
median of self-rated knowledge was 1 (0=none, 4=a
great deal). Seventy-four percent of preclinical, 43%
of clinical medical students and 39% of physicians
reported education
experience about PWD. There were significant asso-
ciations between self rated knowledge and education
experience (p < 0.001) and among three medical

receiving “none” and “a little”
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groups (p < 0.001).
Conclusion:
positive attitudes toward PWD. Clinical medical students
had the most positive attitudes and physicians had the
least. All study groups reported
knowledge and education experience about PWD.
Specific education experiences should be applied in

Medical students and physicians had

low self-rated

medical education curriculum to enhance attitudes and
knowledge toward PWD.

Keywords: Attitude, disabled persons, students,
medical, physicians
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