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ABSTRACT

Quality of Life of Trans-femoral and Trans-tibial Amputees
after Receiving Prosthesis

Sirasaporn P, Manimmanakorn N, Pusiripinyo E
Department of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation,

Faculty of Medicine, Khon Kaen University

Objectives: To study quality of life (QOL) and factors
affecting QOL of trans-femoral and trans-tibial amputees
after receiving prosthesis.

Study design: Cross-sectional descriptive study

Setting: Prosthetic & Orthotic Unit, Srinagarind hospital
Subjects: Fifty patients who received trans-femoral or trans-
tibial prosthesis during June 2007 - March 2008
Methods: Subjects were interviewed with a 2-part
questionnaire: demographic data and WHOQOL-BREF-
THAI

Results: There were 82% males and 18% females with an
average age of 42 years old (SD 14.15); 38% trans-femoral
and 62% trans-tibial amputees. The average QOL scores
of physical, psychological, social relationships,
environmental and overall were 22.82 (SD 2.69), 20.52 (SD
2.92),9.16 (SD 1.96), 24.36 (SD 3.12) and 82.60 (SD 7.22),
respectively. These reflected the moderate level of quality
of life. Besides, self income affected social relationships
QOL score (p = 0.000). Amputees having income less
than 5,000 baht per month had better score than those
having income 5,000 — 10,000 baht per month. Furthermore,
income satisfaction and cause of amputation were
significantly related with environmental QOL score (p =
0.030 and 0.010 consecutively). Those with income
satisfaction had a higher environmental QOL score than
those without satisfaction. Those having amputation due
to disease had higher environmental QOL score than those
with amputation following a trauma. Those aged 56-65
years old had environmental QOL score higher than those
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aged 36-45 years old (p = 0.013); and those aged 46-55
years old had significantly higher score than those aged

36-45 years old (p = 0.015).

Conclusion: Trans-femoral and trans-tibial amputees had
moderate QOL score which were influenced by self

income, income satisfaction, cause of amputation and age.
Key words: Quality of life, amputee, lower limb prosthesis
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