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Abstract

Clostridium botulinum is an anaerobic gram positive spore producing bacteria in rod shape. The

spores are commonly found in soil throughout the world, thus easily contaminated in food. The vegetative

cells produce potent neurotoxin causing symmetrical descending flaccid paralysis result in death due to

respiratory or heart failure. Foodborne botulism caused by eating foods that contain the botulinum toxin

especially home-canned food with low acid content. Botulism can be prevented by boiling foods for at

least 10 minutes before eating it. Home canning preparation should follow strict hygienic procedures to

reduce contamination of foods. Recently, botulinum toxin was used for relaxing some muscles in special

diseases and release wrinkle lines on faces in the cosmetic treatment.

Key words: Clostridium botulinum ebotulism ebacteria ehome-canned food
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