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Abstract

Survey of Cryptosporidium oocysts in early primary

schoolchildren in Samutsakhon and Nakhonpathom

Naowarut Dechkum!, Choomanee Lamom', Mayuratana Tepmongkoll,

Duangdao Waywa® , Yaninee Jaratwisarutporn®

To investigate the infection of Cryptosporidium spp. in healthy children
in Thailand, stool samples from 526 early primary schooichildren in
Samutsakhon and Nakhonpathom province during January to May, 1998 were
examined by direct smear and concentration technics using Formalin-ethyl
acetate (FEA) and Sheather’s sugar centrifugal floatation. Subsequently either
specimens preparing from fresh stool and two concentration technics were
examined by Modified Ziehl- Neelson staining method. The study shows that
no infection of Cryptosporidium spp. in children from both schools, but the
infection rates of other protozoa were observed. The infection rates of Blastocystis
hominis, Giardia lamblia, Entamoeba coli, Entamoeba histolytica and Entamoeba
spp. in Samutsakhon were 14.69, 5.37, 1.43, 1.07 and 1.79 % respectively. The
infection rates in Nakhonpatom were 19.43, 6.47, 2.83, 0.40 and 1.62 % for
Blastocystis hominis, Giardia lamblia, Entamoeba coli, Entamoeba histolytica and
Entamoeba spp. respectively. The results reveal that the protozoa infection still
be the significant public health problem in Thailand. These data provide some
information that is beneficial for further study in various aspects and

improvement of the parasitic disease control programme.
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