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Abstract

Objective: To apply the Levenshtein distance algorithm (LDA) as a tool for detecting look-alike drug names in
the Krabi hospital’s drug list for fiscal year 2024. Methods: This experimental study applied the LDA to detect look-alike
drug names, focusing solely on drug names and their strength shown on the drug labels on containers dispensed to
patients. The study compared the outcomes of similarity assessment of 150 pairs of drug names by using the LDA at
threshold levels of 50, 60, and 70 and those by 24 participants who were staff of the pharmacy department at Krabi
hospital. Evaluation of the algorithm's performance at each threshold level was based on F-scores and the proportion of
false negatives in assessment of drug name pairs, i.e., judged as not being look-alike pairs by the LDA, but judged as
being look-alike pairs by the participants. Results: Results of the LDA application at thresholds levels of 50 and 60 to
assess the similarity of drug names were not statistically significantly different from those assessed by the participants
(P > 0.05). The LDA at a threshold level of 50 showed the highest performance with an F-score of 0.80 and the lowest
number of false negative outcomes of assessment (12 drug name pairs). Conclusion: The LDA at a threshold level of
50 can be used as a tool for detecting look-alike drug names. Its detection of look-alike drug names on the drug labels
was consistent to those assessed by human. The study provides information for selecting drug name pairs to be included
in the hospital's look-alike drug names list. The list could be distributed for alerting health professionals on the risky drug
name pairs that may cause medication errors, and for using in the risk management plans for patient drug safety
accordingly.
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A13519N 5 Naﬂ’]iLﬁ%ﬂ‘ULﬁEJ‘UNaﬂﬂiﬂi:Lﬁ%ﬂjﬂwﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁdﬁ%Ta\‘i@;%ﬂﬁlﬁ LDA 7152@U threshold 50 60 W&z 70 AUA1T

Usziiulasasanas
J2@L threshold namsUsziiulay LDA 1 dszEnsnIned LDA
ﬁi a v P
\Wadsziliueiy LDA a8 laiadne precision recall  F-score
AR 67 12
50 — 0.16 0.76 0.85 0.80
lainsy 21 50
NN —
_ AR"e 60 19
60 Usziinlan — 0.61 0.80 0.76 0.78
. lainde 15 56
IRIFNAT —
ARNE 51 28
70 _— 0.0001 0.91 0.65 0.76
lainde 5 66

1: nagauaa8 McNemar's test

Aumsdrzdulasezzaing las McNemar's test lana
aauaaslua13199 5 wan13uszidinlas LDA fiszau
threshold 50 W&z 60 laiuanaInURanITUTzLIdnlas
ANRIENAIDLWARRAYNIIEDA (P = 0.16 Uz 0.61

ANEAL)

nsilSaufiaudsed@nSnniiszau threshold ¢ 9

UszANnSn W04 LDA i threshold 50, 60 Laz
70 WaN5M191NAN F-score 1w@13197 5 Wu41 LDA
#1526 threshold 50 §d1 F-score ajjaﬁq@ Gavinniy 0.80
589898178 LDA f1526D threshold 60 uaz 70 G9fien

F-score ¥iNNU 0.78 &z 0.76 ANNS19L

miaﬁﬂiwuaza?ﬂwa

n13uszynd g LDA f32@ threshold 50, 60
wa 70 ﬂi:Lﬁuﬂammﬁwﬂﬁaﬁwaa@;%am 150 ¢
wuin mydszidinlagls LDA fiszey threshold 50 uas
60 lamatid1sannnisdszidulasonaigaiay uay
@1 F-score 13261 threshold 50 ijjdﬂi’m"] F-score 71
5261 threshold 60 (AN3199 5)

UANIIMNNANTAATIEHT I UL aﬁwmu@;mﬁ
uansUssiludnanuszninemsly LDA Auaanauns
InFIiAI TN RTINS MWRAIZAL threshold
Amnrzanlunsdaduinendsadovesadnonn szau
threshold 7L uzaNA2I3HR AT FN waz FP ﬁaﬂﬁ'q@
nsUszidinlas LDA fiszau threshold 50, 60 waz 70
wuﬁ%amﬁﬁwalﬂu FN 372 12 ¢ 19 ¢ uaz 28 ¢

AN dau@j%amﬁﬁmmﬂu FP J31%% 21 d 15 ¢

Laz 5 @:@mlﬁm”u (@m’mﬁ 5) AnNafInaIwuin il
32@U threshold laﬁﬁi‘hmu@;%amﬁﬁwaﬂu FN uag
FP ﬁaﬁﬁqﬂﬂ%aaom Bdniudaianananduang
Fopidnadu FN e FP aghslaagnimite

@J’%amﬁﬁwaﬂimﬁmﬂu FN ﬂauaﬂﬁoaﬁwmugj
517 LDA ﬂ'ﬂ&immsmmwudwLﬂu@;mﬁ'ﬁ%auau
amenuaunamIdszifiulavamadas vlwgouna
@J"ﬁ'ﬁ%awadﬂéfmﬁ'uﬂ'\‘lvl,&igﬂﬁ'@mauaanm Foduany
\FosnananeliiAiaanuamaindaunas'le d’;u@;%a
p17fnad sz duidn FP ﬂauaﬂﬁﬁ‘hmugjmﬁ' LDA
m’mmud’nﬂu@lmﬁﬁ%auadﬂé”mﬁ‘u Balaias9nung
msUssdulasansasny ud FP lidonadslnsasnis
LARAUARIALARIUNISEN LﬂmLL@iﬁﬂv‘i’ﬁﬁmm@;mﬁ
fouasadannunnninfiansazdn uasinlwifianss
mumﬂifuslumnﬂ’ﬁ:fdﬂmmd'}ﬁ: MULRANRT A
'ﬁﬂmu@j%amﬁﬁwmﬂu FN fladndanudayedans
fNRUAT=ZAU threshold Va9 LDA Nﬂﬂﬂ’jﬂ"ﬁﬂu’lu@j%aﬂ’]
ldnadu FP Lﬁmmn@;%amﬁﬁwmf]u FN 92&INA
NTENUBIAUNINNIT TIWLI1 LDA 5260 threshold
50 ﬁ@j%amﬁﬁwmﬂu FN ﬁ‘i'lmuﬁasjﬁquial,ﬁﬂuﬂ”u
LDA 3@ threshold 60 ua 70 @”aifumaﬂs:qﬂ@ﬂ%
LDA Wlua3asiiansiamenssnindtenasadnoni
Alrnan1sasrangenasdasnunan1ssziinlae
2NENFNAT IAITAINNUATEAU threshold TAL¥NAL 50
nuda ﬁah@;mﬁ%auamﬁﬂzlﬁ'mﬁa@;%amﬁ
%LEV_SIM 2 50

mnwamimm@'éam 150 @;Imﬂ"ﬁ LDA 7
32@U threshold 50 VL@T@J'mﬁ”%auamﬁﬁmmz"lajﬂﬁmﬁ'u
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50 < %LEV_SIM < 60
TP=7 FP=6

19

60 < %LEV_SIM < 70
TP=9

19

70 < %LEV_SIM < 80
TP =14

%LEV_SIM = 80

ﬁmﬂuﬁamammunuﬁmwwu
Tag LEV N32@1 threshold 50

| darfduaiu TP

m dfamfiduaiu Fe

TP =37

|

1w (4)

s 6. ﬁhmu@jmﬁﬁ%awaaﬂﬁmﬁuﬁmwwﬂm LDA 715201 threshold 50 $1unaNNHANITUIZARANNAIHARINK

U ﬂd@:%ﬂ g lasanaauas

Wnd i 88 ¢ uaz 62 ¢ audIaU (3147 5) lag
WU @;%amﬁﬁ %LEV_SIM E]%ﬂu“ﬁ’.ld@i‘m@i 80 4ul
U 37 ¢ Lﬂuﬂﬂwﬁﬁ%auadﬂﬁmﬂm uazdwaldu TP
YINua d’augj%am‘ﬁ'ﬁ %LEV_SIM aglwﬁ'so@iﬂ,wi 50
uludlsids 80 s1mn 51 d fnamydeidwdu TP
37U 30 § waz FP 97U 21 ¢ Waisuiunanis
ﬂizl,ﬁuima'lmaﬁmﬂ”dgﬂﬁ 6

Tayat9aunaasin @;mﬁﬁ%auaaﬂﬁwﬁuﬁ
as1anwulay LDA fis=au threshold 50 finnugneas
wazhNniFaansaInUNan Ut iulasa e aiaIINn

44 A L,
fgailiagTaend %LEV_SIM asud 80 4uly Fasnanin

1°ﬁ°1]"aHafﬁumsé’@ﬁu’[aﬁmﬁaﬂﬂmﬁﬁ%auamﬁwﬁ'u
laatnafidseintan

d’m@lmﬁﬁ%ammﬁmﬁuﬁﬁ %LEV_SIM at)
Tug198191nn13A35791ay LDA 75y threshold 50
msﬁa’j'}Lflm'i’aga@;mﬁgﬂﬁ‘miaoaaﬂmﬁaaﬁu G
@Taamumiﬁmamﬂﬂaqﬂﬂaﬁl,ﬁmﬁawiavlﬂ’h gjmﬁ
wwalnuidudefnasasronunield lasanuanis
m’aa@;mﬁvl@i”ﬁnn LDA g3lsnaidn FP un9sn

LﬁaﬁmmnNamimwwuﬁmﬁﬁ%amﬂaj
asanwlag LDA Ai5z6 threshold 50 $147% 62 d W

@J’mﬁﬁmmﬂu FN d1uw 12 ¢ AILRAI UGN 6

15191 6. @;mﬁ LDA 7152@U threshold 50 vl&immmmmwuvl@i”’hLflug]'mﬁﬁ%awmﬂﬁmﬁ'umwam‘iﬂinﬁﬂ@ﬂ

DIENFNAT
fau gj%ammao w.n3zil %LEV_SIM
1 METHYLPREDNISOLONE 1% METRONIDAZOLE 500 MG/100ML 19.23
2 AMIKACIN 500 MG/2ML AMITRIPTYLINE 25 MG 21.05
3 CHLORAMPHENICOL 1% CHLOROQUINE PHOSPHATE 250 MG 28.57
4 METHYLERGOMETRINE 0.2 MG/ML METHYLSALICYLATE COMPOUND 29.63
5 CYCLOPROGYNOVA CYCLOSERINE 250 MG 33.33
6 CHLOROQUINE PHOSPHATE 250 MG CHLORPHENIRAMINE 4 MG 39.29
7 CHLORAMPHENICOL 1% CHLORPROMAZINE 50 MG 40.00
8 CALCITONIN 200 IU CALCITRIOL 0.25 MCG 4211
9 DICLOFENAC 25 MG DICLOXACILLIN 125 MG/5ML 45.83
10 EPHEDRINE 1% EPINEPHRINE 1 MG/ML 47.37
11 METHYLPHENIDATE 10 MG METHYLPREDNISOLONE 1% 47.62
12 AZATHIOPRINE 50 MG AZITHROMYCIN 200 MG/5ML 47.83
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e'fi\'iLﬂuﬁaahﬂ”mmmsﬂi:qnﬂ% LDA #5261 threshold
50 Lﬁaamna‘"ana'%ﬁmvl,ajmmmmaawuﬂmﬁﬁ%auaa
asnonuauNan1TUsziiulasensaiasluga
%LEV_SIM é1ni1 50 leanua

Han13Uszyne e LDA f132@ 1 threshold 50
amanmemInfiidenasadoiulutyfonzas .
nyefludouszanm 2567 vl@T@lmﬁﬁ%amuaaﬂﬁmﬁ'u
1IN 7,420 @;ﬁnﬂ@j%amﬂ%%m 290,730 ¢ Aandw
auaz 2.55) 1% o1 “CYCLOPHOSPHAMIDE 50 MG
NU CYPROHEPTADINE 4 MG” (%LEV_SIM LYiNA Y
54.55) 1lugenfiizenasndoiuiliaglutnyfonves
ISMP LwiLﬂug]'mﬁayﬂﬂﬂﬁmnﬂﬁ:’ﬁ “GagnWoIND
aane” Yz deudszunos 2565 2a4l59nanunatinw
(29) ®ININBYIAINEIIRANAIAIN cyproheptadine
1% cyclophosphamide uaﬂmﬂgﬁ:ﬂﬁ gl lauselomd
217 cyproheptadine W& 7 awﬁﬂﬁ%ﬂwﬁvlail,flu
Tsauzi5sfinduaspanuatiadsssidenuduis
daimad (30) wianvdidiheliauzSeldiumasunuan
cyclophosphamide W cyproheptadine anavihldans
yaslsalidtmitosnnueesnuninaslasy uazifia
81T MR 915289A91n8N cyproheptadine 111 UNnLAS
ANN31 $72980 Balatduisy nszaunIzane nleene
gmmﬁwgwﬁ'ﬂvlﬁ (31)

LDA #5261 threshold 50 FANTNATIINYEEN
fifgovasasronulusoniseififesdynisen
Wi wadenuussgnensnulunsdiaasmonisenid
mwmﬁmqa%a warfarin VL@TLLrigjm “WARFARIN 2 MG
AU WARFARIN 3 MG” gj&l’] “WARFARIN 2 MG N'U
WARFARIN 5 MG” LLﬂ:@: 81 “WARFARIN 3 MG U
WARFARIN 5 MG” G9¢dou1udazgd %LEV_SIM
WAL 92.31 QﬂwiwaﬁuﬁoﬁiaﬂwaLﬁ@ﬂawuLﬁmlumi
ajwUmﬁ@mmLLiamﬁawdawaslﬁ;gﬂvaﬁ%'umsl,ummﬂ
Alaianzay winldendininawanisinmn asvinlien
pangnidunsudeiivasdanlaiioswe ol
INITNADALRDARNIAL LATVIALREANNAINEHADA
\ongadi Tunenaunu mn;ﬂ?ﬂ’mvlﬁ%'w’nﬁumm@
a:ﬁﬂﬁg}”ﬂ’smﬁ'm@iam’sztﬁawaaﬂﬁ@ﬂna R REIREY
ATHNIINHUAL (narrow therapeutic index) (32, 33)

wanNIINATINDIN LDA A3 threshold 50

mmsnmwwug’mﬁﬁ%auadﬂﬁmﬁ'ﬂﬁﬂ”ﬁwﬂmsmﬂ

ERIPP Ui
fadunmsingunsaidunimng (WEwden “Loia
CRPATSTAIRIL QR UTHC PRI T EA R ) Famaandany
Wan13Uszyndld LDA aa9n1sdnmnluadia (15, 20) 8n
PISIRINNTATIINU BN TS TeNasado il
nsdidesddwvsomduainuussvessn valdnis
ﬂi:ﬂqﬂ@ﬂ"ﬁ" LDA fwautaavsnsniieduuinni
m3danuluada (15, 16)

anuan1sdnsiayllddn LDA fiszey
threshold 50 mmsmh:qﬂm‘lﬁﬂum%‘aaﬁamwm
Humsnnfifidenssasmonulutnfeves sw.nsd lu
Doutszanm 2567 lagldnanisnsaiigennsasnuns
msﬂsuﬁumao;‘Tﬂg‘j‘ﬁﬁmuﬁlﬁmﬁaa F981013090
nan137398 bl lulyaw mmaﬁuﬁﬁgmmum‘sﬁuﬁ%a
snunaanenlnatapenuiy sw.nsedle

g]'m'ﬁ'ﬁ%auamﬁmﬁ'uﬁmnwﬂm LDA i
2QU threshold 50 Lﬂu’g@ﬁagaﬁ'ﬁwaﬁuagumi
daguladaiiangsn Wathandariyfonfiidenas
AmuiuYes sW.n3ed f%m%‘umﬂLLwﬂﬁqﬂmmmmﬁd
gjmﬁ@i”aaLc’hi:'i'amwLﬁﬁaﬁ%:ﬁﬂlﬁﬁ@ﬂﬁ&l
asnatadann19onlulssweuns Snnasisnnsn
A lguszlondluunusanisauidss tieqns
wwInaeaMNaUawIeIfU JuRulunszuIung
AALATLULT ATIIROVYT UWRZINLIANNR LBV I
psnnsawaalan 1w nIsaLiudTeseNiTevas
aaunlRLen®IINL MUY LL@iagﬂJLLuumsﬁuﬁ%am
uuamﬂmﬁ'aimlﬁ;gﬂaU’Lﬁuauﬁumwmmﬂ@i’mﬁ‘u
08NITALNNNDY (10) BNAI0819N UL UAIT BN
vasdsnulasldinadia tall man lettering (34) 13w g
HYDRALAZINE 50 MG nu HYDROXYZINE 10 MG 3¢
1o hydrOXYzine 10 MG nu hydrALAzine 50 MG &7%
ﬂitﬁ@jmﬁﬁmwmam{lﬁu \T% 181 ENALAPRIL 5 MG
U ENALAPRIL 20 MG n3¥in b @asnaasensnuann
v a1avi lapUsuudsienys uazl ouduniienns
NUWAMUUITIELUBAINL LT3 ENALAPRIL 5 MG AU
20 mg of enalapril

LDA sssunsnldiduadasiontradinainy
azmﬂlﬁ’ﬁ'uqﬂmm;&”Lﬁ'miaﬂums‘nummmmim
PiTanasesenu la BRI TN TINALTBYANITIENH

ANMVARIALARDWNIILNNLNLITBINUAITIA BIBINBEN

o

a A a A o v A Aad
NAAY RIBNAAINNLLIIVBDIEN LWBﬂiUﬂEGUﬁy“ﬁﬂTﬂﬂJ’ﬁa
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UBIARENBYBILTINYILNA LA TEAARBINLLTUN I
U991% Snnsssann3nled LDA luta3asfiansae
srwmsstlng ihadsaduidasduinduwi liuide
uaoﬂé"ﬁalﬁ'uﬁ'm’mmmﬂ@ﬁﬂ'dmaQluu”zy“'ﬁmmaa
T59WeLNAKED
VDLAWBD U

LDA LﬂuLﬂ'mm‘%aaﬁav&ﬁdﬁ*ﬁaﬂﬁ'@miam@jm
TaduwIdufazifonasndronn %dg@iﬂga‘ﬁ'vlﬁmﬂ
LDA ﬂ“’dﬂdﬁaamum‘sﬂi:Lﬁumﬂqﬂﬂaﬁﬁmﬁaﬂumi
Ufinunawhaniarhiydmiifenssadionu uas
Tl uunuasniunanuiesfitinandosfiedonaeni
yasl3aWenLIa MIsamInnuLEssAAsITeLTesn
feaunann AIYIINMIITRATETINAY LN aLRY
Uszansnwlumsdesiuanuesiaadeunisefions
Aadn §208191T% nrdsznaliyaainininuis
am3tninInihseislulsmenuns misaduiaTas
B ENAuITINI AT Tanson% (10) N3UsLLeS
gﬂLLuumiﬁ&lﬁ%amlmmﬂ@mﬁ’u (26, 34, 35) N3
ﬁmﬁ%amlumma"’anqwmuﬂﬁumm%ﬂuuamnm
ﬁii'mlﬁgﬂ'm (36)

mMsfnwnsaissndvasnia thasannlyle
Lmﬂmi’imﬁzﬁﬁagaéw{uﬂmﬁﬁ%aLﬂummvlmﬂ
wazdopfidunnmwissngy sranslailduennis
%‘me:%ﬁaga‘ﬁ'ﬁmma‘"ﬂwmzmwaﬁmﬂﬁaﬁumm%a
91 faunamIUTsidulasaaainsidunnsTinasuun
ﬂs:Lﬁumnmmaﬁmnﬂﬁm%aLL@ia:muﬁﬂizaUﬂﬁzﬁ
NINHDLAINT LT qﬂmﬂﬂm‘hl,muuné'mm %38 0.
;\Tﬂ@jumm“’u%aﬂ'm'lnﬂ'hqﬂa’m{l,m‘i'lme AUN.

luaurnaaasiinisdinsinisdszyndls LDA
oaTamemIsnfidvenasasnn laglddesnng
#1181 wANNLTIVEIT AUgIULLLLATEY
uanmnftmﬂﬁwmﬂﬁuiwamﬂmmaﬁ'ﬂﬂﬁ
mamquﬁaqﬂmﬂﬁm%wﬁuﬁLﬁﬂaﬁaaﬁUﬂi:uauﬂﬁi
1o lulsswenmna u uwnd worwns lasuanngu
anaNAIDIANYTERUNNTAL Lﬁialﬁmﬁagamﬁam
LDA ﬁm'mmm:amiamﬂf&mvﬁﬁuqmaﬁﬁﬂs:au-
nItidaunIaaIn uazAITiuuNgeNBIaINan UL
AINNARIEARINWTDITan tWaUsz1dnin LDA §
ﬂizﬁﬂ%ﬂ’lwluﬂ’]i@]i’ﬁl%’]ﬁjUﬂﬁﬁ%aﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁdﬁ%

@ A
aﬂwmﬂ@mﬂﬂq@
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