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Lifelong Learning of Pharmacy Students and Graduates of Mahasarakham University

Pawitra Pulbutr’, Kritsanee Saramunee’, Wanarat Anusornsangiam’, Areerut Leelathanalerk',

Pornchanok Srimongkol', Sakulrat Rattanakiat', Orakanya Karnphantha?, Waraporn Phoonasi?

"Faculty of Pharmacy, Mahasarakham University

26" Year Pharmacy Student, Faculty of Pharmacy, Mahasarakham University

Abstract

Objectives: To develop a Thai version of the Lifelong Learning Attributes Questionnaire for pharmacy students
and graduates and to measure lifelong learning attributes of pharmacy students and graduating pharmacy students of
Mahasarakham University. Method: The researchers developed the Thai version of the Lifelong Learning Attributes
Questionnaire for pharmacy students and graduates by forward translating The Jefferson Scale of Lifelong Learning-
Health Professions Students Version (JeffSLL-HPS) and testing its content validity and reliability. The developed
questionnaire consisted of 11 items with 3 domains including learning beliefs and motivation, attention to learning
opportunities, and technical skills in seeking information. The assessment was a Likert rating scale (1 = strongly disagree,
4 = strongly agree). The 1% - 6" year pharmacy students enrolling in the second semester of academic year 2021 and
pharmacy graduates in class of 2020 of Mahasarakham University completed online questionnaire during February and
April 2022. Results: The developed questionnaire was evaluated for its content validity by 3 experts in pharmacy
education. Its internal consistency reliability was acceptable (Cronbach’s alpha coefficient = 0.84). Participants were 560
pharmacy students from the total of 562 students (99.64%) and 63 pharmacy graduates from the total of 95 graduates
(66.31%). The average lifelong learning scores of 5" and 6" year students were significantly higher than those of 15-4"
year students (P<0.001). The average lifelong learning score of pharmacy graduates was not different from that of 6™
year pharmacy students. Both pharmacy students and graduates scored highest in learning beliefs and motivation and
lowest in attention to learning opportunities. Conclusion: This study developed for the first time the measure for lifelong
learning attributes of pharmacy students and graduates in Thai version. The results indicated lifelong learning attributes
of pharmacy students and graduates that were useful for planning the development of teaching and learning or continuing
education to encourage learners to have lifelong learning skill. Long-term monitoring of lifelong learning attributes is
warranted.

Keywords: lifelong learning, pharmacy students, pharmacy graduates, lifelong learning assessment
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