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Abstract

Objective: To study agreement of medication adherence and pharmaceutical therapy-related quality of life as
assessed by patients with schizophrenia and their caregivers, and to examine the relationship between medication
adherence and pharmaceutical therapy-related quality of life. Method: This cross-sectional analytical study was
conducted in 100 schizophrenic patients at Srithanya Hospital between January and June 2021. The study collected
data from caregivers and patients, and medical records. The study assessed medication adherence with the Medication
Taking Behavior in Thai Patients (MTB-Thai) questionnaire and assessed the pharmaceutical therapy-related quality of
life with short version of the Patient-Reported Outcomes Measure of Pharmaceutical Therapy for Quality of Life
(PROMPT). The study collected data twice: 1) the inpatient treatment period with the data collected from caregivers and
2) the outpatient treatment period with the data collected from patients and their caregivers. The inter-rater agreement
was evaluated using the intraclass correlation (ICC) and the Bland-Altman methods. Their correlation was assessed
using Pearson's correlation statistic. Results: Medication adherence scores as assessed by patients and caregivers
showed a very good agreement in each dimension, with ICC ranging from 0.97 - 0.99. For the assessment with the
short version of the PROMPT, good to very good agreement among raters was found in each dimension with ICC
ranging between 0.85 - 0.95. Medication-taking forgetfulness dimension of medication adherence was positively
correlated with obtaining medication and disease information (r = 0.23), satisfaction with drug efficacy (r = 0.35), and
impacts of side-effects (r = 0.32). Discontinuation of the drug or self-initiated change of drug use were positively and
significantly correlated with drug efficacy satisfaction (r = 0.30), impacts of side-effects (r = 0.25) and psychological effect
of drug use (r = 0.35). Conclusion: The scores of the MTB-Thai and abbreviated version of the PROMPT as assessed
by patients and their caregivers were in a good to very good agreement. A positive correlation was found between
medication adherence and the following dimensions of pharmaceutical therapy-related quality of life--obtaining
medication and disease information, satisfaction with the effectiveness of the drug, impacts from side effects of the drug
and psychological effects of drug use
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