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Abstract

Objective: To explain the actual roles and specify the desirable roles of pharmacists for their practice in
peritoneal dialysis (PD) patients. Methods: This study was a qualitative research. Data were collected by using semi-
structured interview with 29 key informants. Twenty six key informants were from Maharaj Nakhon Ratchasima Hospital
and Udon Thani Hospital, consisting of 8 nephrologists, 6 PD nurses and 12 pharmacists. Three expert pharmacists
were also interviewed. Content analysis was conducted by using ATLAS.ti version 8.4.18. Results: Actual roles of
pharmacists for their practice in PD patients consisted of 6 roles including practice management, research, drug
procurement and inventory management, patient care, medication delivery, and monitoring and evaluating the
effectiveness of pharmaceutical care. The desirable roles consisted of 7 roles including 6 actual roles and one additional
role, i.e., medication preparation. Conclusion: Pharmacy practice in PD patients does not limit to patient care role but
extends to other roles. All roles involve team working of many pharmacists. All work of pharmacists in taking responsibility
in drug therapy leads to conclusion that the role of pharmacists in this area is the role of managing drug system in PD
patients. This result could be applied to the improvement of pharmacy service for PD patients.
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