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Etelcalcetide: A Drug for Treating Secondary Hyperparathyroidism

in Patients with Chronic Kidney Disease Undergoing Hemodialysis

Jaruwan Ngamkam

Pharmacy Department, Siriraj Hospital

Abstract

This article reviews the information of etelcalcetide, a new calcimimetics drug, covering general information,
efficacy and adverse drug reactions in order to guide the use of this drug. Elelcalcetide was registered in Thailand in
2018 for the treatment of secondary hyperparathyroidism in chronic kidney disease patients undergoing hemodialysis.
The most common adverse reaction was hypocalcemia, found in approximately 64 % of drug users. Therefore, initiation
of the drug is not recommended when the patient has a calcium level less than 8.3 mg/dL. Calcium levels should be
regularly monitored in users of this drug. Studies on the drug’s efficacy in lowering parathyroid hormone levels compared
to the other calcimimetics or cinacalcet found that the effectiveness of etelcalcetide was not inferior to that of cinacalcet
(P<0.001). However, the incidence of hypocalcemia with etelcalcetide was higher than that of cinacalcet (5% in patients
treated with etelcalcetide and 2.3% among cinacalcet-treated patients). Switching from cinacalcet to etelcalcetide should
start after stopping cinacalcet for at least 7 days to reduce the risk of hypocalcemia.
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