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1: Mcnemar’s test
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Abstract

Objective: To compare the effect of the pharmaceutical care with that of usual care in outpatients with
schizophrenia in terms of medication compliance, knowledge on disease and drug related problems. Method: Study
design was a prospective, randomized controlled trial. The subjects were 69 outpatients with schizophrenia in
Leelawadee clinic at Mahasarakham hospital. The researchers randomized the subjects into control group (n=37)
which received usual care from the hospital and experimental group (n=32) which received patient education on
knowledge about schizophrenia and medication, pharmaceutical care and telephone monitoring every week for 4 weeks
(day 7, 14, 21, and 28 after receiving pharmaceutical care). Results: There were no significant differences in any
baseline characteristic between control and experimental groups in terms of gender, age, availability of caregivers,
medication compliance, knowledge on disease and medications, and drug-related problems, except for the forgetting
to take medication which was higher in the control group over the experimental group. At the end of the study, no
significant differences in medication compliance were found between the experimental group and the control group
(p=0.109). Knowledge about schizophrenia and medications in the experimental group was significantly higher than
that in control group (p<0.001). Within group comparison revealed that the incidence of adverse drug reactions in
experimental group and control group significantly decreased. (p<0.001 ka2 p=0.002, respectively) Conclusion:
Pharmaceutical care in outpatients with schizophrenia together with patient education, resolving drug related problems,
distribution of handbook and telephone supervision improved patients’ knowledge about schizophrenia and medication,
and reduced some types of drug related problems,
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