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RESEARCH ARTICLE

Relationship between Thai Literacy and Academic Achievements among

Muslim Students at the Sirindhorn College of Public Health, Yala

Benjawan Poonthananiwatkul

Sirindhorn Public Health College, Yala

Abstract

Objective: The research consists of quantitative and qualitative studies. The objectives of the study were to
investigate the relationship between Thai literacy and academic achievements among Muslim students of Sirindhorn
College of Public Health, Yala and to investigate the nature of problems of Thai literacy and their impact. Methods: For
the quantitative study, the samples were 404 Muslim students. The subjects took the O-NET test on Thai arranged by
the researcher and completed the questionnaires measuring factors affecting academic achievement including personal
factors, family factors and environment factors in the College. Academic achievement was measured by GPA at the time
of data collection. The qualitative study was conducted by in-depth interviewing 7 Muslim students who had the O-NET
score on Thai less than 40 with GPA in the College less than 2.00. Result: The regression analysis showed Thai literacy
was strongly associated with GPA calculated from all courses, from foundation courses and from professional courses.
Thai literacy was the strongest predictors compared to years of study, GPA at secondary school and other studied
factors. The qualitative study indicated that the informants had Thai literacy problems especially those on speaking and
writing. The speaking problems included incorrect pronunciation, and misplacing the words in sentences because of the
student’s accustom to Malay grammar. The problems resulted in lack of confidence in public speaking in Thai and in
asking questions with teachers. Writing problems included misspelling, incorrect grammar, misplacing the words in
sentences, and having a hard time in finding the right words in writing. Conclusion: The College should improve Thai
literacy skill among Muslim students who are at risk of poor academic achievement i.e., new students with O-NET score

in Thai less than 40 and low GPA at secondary school. Literacy skills need to be improved are speaking and writing.

Keywords: Thai literacy skill, academic achievement, muslim students
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