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Abstract Cancer remains a major public health concern in Thailand, with a rising
incidence driven by population ageing and changes in health-related risk behaviors.
The Ministry of Public Health has developed the National Cancer Control Plan,
currently in its fourth phase (2024-2032), to provide comprehensive strategic direction
for cancer prevention and control. This article aims to provide a strategic analysis of
Thailand’s National Cancer Control Plan by assessing its alignment with global
frameworks and recommendations, while examining the strengths, gaps, and
structural challenges within the Thai health system. The analysis is guided by a
conceptual framework encompassing service coverage, equity in access to care, and
system efficiency. A narrative policy review was conducted, synthesizing national
policy documents, reports from the World Health Organization, international
guidelines, and relevant academic literature published between 2015 and 2024. The
findings indicate that Thailand demonstrates significant strengths in integrating cancer
services into the universal health coverage system, expanding screening programs,
and implementing network-based service delivery models to reduce inequities.
However, structural gaps persist in the distribution of the specialized workforce,
the availability of advanced technological infrastructure, the interoperability of health
information systems, and long-term fiscal sustainability. Furthermore, the transition

toward digital health systems and the application of artificial intelligence must be
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accompanied by appropriate governance frameworks to prevent the widening of
disparities. Thailand’s experience reflects the shared challenges faced by middle-
income countries in balancing coverage, equity, efficiency, and sustainability in cancer
control amid an increasing disease burden. These insights have important implications
for long-term policy direction at both national and international levels. (Thai Cancer J
2026,46:51-68)
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