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Smoking Cessation
by Pipat Kooprasertying M.D.

Division of Internal Medicine, Lampang Cancer Hospital, Lampang, Thailand

Abstract Smoking and e-cigarette use are major public health problems globally and in
Thailand. Although conventional smoking prevalence in Thailand has slightly
decreased, it remains high, alongside a concerning rise in e-cigarette use, particularly
among adolescents and young adults. Use of these products severely impacts health,
increasing risks of cardiovascular disease, cancer, and respiratory diseases. Smoking
cessation is therefore crucial. Nicotine addiction is a complex neurobiological process;
withdrawal symptoms upon cessation pose significant barriers. Effective cessation
involves combining counseling (e.g., the 5A’s approach) and pharmacotherapy. While
no medications are currently specifically approved for e-cigarette cessation, existing
smoking cessation medications like nicotine replacement therapy (NRT), Bupropion,
Varenicline, and Nortriptyline can be applied to manage nicotine withdrawal and
improve quit rates. Herbal medicines like Vernonia cinerea have preliminary but
require more evidence. Smoking cessation requires commitment and determination.
Combining counseling and medication increases the chances of successfully quitting.
Smoking cessation not only reduces disease risk but also enhances quality of life and
lowers healthcare costs. (Thai Cancer J 2025;45:108-121)

Keywords: Smoking cessation, E-cigarette cessation, Nicotine addiction, Counseling,

Medication, Herbal medicine
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Tegmental Area (VTA) tag Nucleus Accumbens (NA) vinTwdnn9nd sa198 eUszainiauifiu
(Dopamine) Windusg 19530157 Aobiinauidnfisnels Wouaaty anauA3en Laziauay
wananil dlaAudinsed un1sud1ansdauseamau 9 W Norepinephrine, Acetylcholine,

Serotonin YIAIAADAMUAUN FUTT LATAIUBYINBINNT (ANS199 1)

A5197 1 @1589USEANNLATNANIANUTININ

d1saeusam NANIYNIN

Dopamine lnsaniienaly aula anArueeInems
Acetylcholine Vil Ausuaraunsivy

Serotonin anAILBINE NS USUaunaansual
Norepinephrine vilsiuen fluseqela AATU aAAINNBLINDINNS
Glutamate WinAud

Vasopressin WinAud

Beta-endorphin ANANLIRNAIALAZAULATYA
Gamma-aminobutyric acid (GABA) AAAUINNAIA

nalnnseengvidreauesiiiduaimgudnvesnnaninilafiu lidagldsuanynissum
visoyvis iAo Wesyfuilefuluasesanasaziineuesinuazennisaeuiilaiu shisgiandes
ndululdeuionsnudanfisnelauasudnidesennsldauiess «
n5itaRensinilaiu

nsUseiiusedunisinilafudenuddglunisnaununsihwfimungan ansavildlag

THuuuUsefinanasgndldfunmssensu iy

1. Fagerstrém Test for Nicotine Dependence (FTND) 1 unuuaauany 6 fofl Useiiu
WANTIUATFU WU nafiguanuusnmdsiuuey Snnumuiigudetu anueinduinluniseagulu
gy AzuuusINazIUensERUNSAn (oo U1unans g9) Sstaslumsiiansananuiduduves
33w laglaniznslyen'o!

2. Heaviness of Smoking Index (HSI) 1uuuudszifivegageiildifies 2 Aa1uain FTND
(Danfiguanuusn uazsuauusiotw) fauazmnuas i lunsussdudouion

wuuUsgdumaiaunsnuszandldiuldunslaild Tasususonmdsaty Sy’
Hu arwiduazuimanislitheysnnuasiigu Wevsadussdunsinilafuluuiunvesyn’
Iyl 2 madsuifiussdunisingasliyaainsmanisunmdanunsadenuuimanising fansls
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guassalunsian
Hadvdrdniaaivilinadnyvivieyniliinduieswin Ae msfedladu duiliiae
o1msaoudlafiu (nicotine withdrawal) 1 engald Asnasin1sidade DSM-5 (Diagnostic and
Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, 5th Edition) 8n1sasuillafiulsenaunigeiniseeeties
4 agnsdelUdfiAnTunely 24 Flummyanieannislitiafuoganeuiu® Idud
1. 915unlFuLAsT (depressed mood)
weulavdy (insomnia)
WAvdn, HAnds, n39lNIsde (rritability, frustration, or anger)

INANa (anxiety)

2.
3.
a.
5. @undanas (difficulty concentrating)
6. NFedUNTEaY (restlessness)

7. Walawugas (decreased heart rate)

8. mma&nﬂa’lmilﬂwﬁu w‘%aﬁmﬁﬂﬁuﬁm (increased appetite or weight gain)

M Etnsuussiiaelugag 3-5 Tuusnudmgald uazasdes 4 anasanelu 2-4 dUasi

v ya a

win ey Inilafiue1anteguIunItty 91nsaswma il Ane1emdnanliauienssianiy

Y

o o A

wazdnla Wuaumdragivhirnaululdnandueidlafiugdn

9
nSENUNILAZYNI NN
LUINNISENUTTwaYns i ndusednsamtuenduasrusenaundan 2 Usen1s A 113
TiAUSnwusulasungiingsy wazsnisldeiiietisanainisasuiilafiuuazainueein laan1slans

@pg3osaunuon

nsliAIUSAYI (Counseling)
¢ Y] Y o ° o = A a a = v
YAAININNMSLNNgNnseavanansalimiuzdbaziUsnwieyisidnyns/ynsbniile
Tngldudnnis 5 A’s Faluiwousu’® leun
1. Ask: giounanieniiuaniue msldndnsamiengu/alaiumnuia Tuddiennse nnaTawumy
2. Advice: lvimnuuzihndaau vdnwiu wagasslunsan Wigldnnaudnly
3. Assess: Usziiiuanuaslanazidnlaluvugiu
4. Assist: PIUMRBLTINTDUILAN LAN1TIUKNUNISIEN davmsUndaiivanzau (81 way/
& Yo = A a vy 1Y) ° o va o "y v a Y]
o NMsliAmuTnwniudy) waglideyaatvayy dwsudidelaniou lildmealleadiwsegda
(motivational interviewing)
5. Arrange: dnlidn1sAnauna (follow-up) Mamsinsnyniadauiny ioUseidiuainu

Aunt g wazliindsla
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msliAuzdndy o (orief advice) lnsunmdusaynainss willdanieddfuid Anuind

UszanSanlunsifiudnsinisiania

n133n¥MI8e1 (Medication)
gtheusTmemsneuilafu uazasauauannsliviliantahetu asfivsanldenly
fidndlafiu (Uszidiuain FTND/HSI videwgingsa) Adesnsidnuaylsiddoriald
HagtudslifieladldsunsoudAdeudilasiamedmiunmaanyudludia egdlsfnng
idesannalnnsindlefiuiiniundiondstu erildlumsidnymitsnfiansanldfudidosnisian

s ki lagendenannisdnnisnisiniilaiu

gauuziduddunsn (First-line medications) dwiun1sianyws

1. arsnaunuiilafu (Nicotine Replacement Therapy - NRT)

nannns: Wansiladulussdufininituazgadudiniinisgu iieanenisneu Tnelidl
asfwdu q Mnetuyd

sUnuv: naneguuuy T wuuUsAmda (patch), wnness (gum), eney (lozenge), 81

gaviun1eUnn (inhaler), e19uayn (nasal spray) WiaggUwuudndyaaummanseinaiu (5Ua 1142

184
164
14 1
12 1
10+

0 Patch (21 mg)

D Gurm {4 migh
“ Cigaraette [1-2 mg)

Plasma Micotine (ng/ml)

#—h——a Masal spray {1 mg)

T T T T T T T L T L T 1
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 110 120
Minutes

gﬂ‘ﬁ 1 Rigotti, NA. Treatment of Tobacco Use and Dependence. N Engl J Med 2002; 346:506.

UszanSnm: Wiusnsnnisdndidaussana 1.5-2 wihdledisutusmasn nsld NRT wuu
20n0V5 817 (patch) $auru quaaﬂqw%‘z‘%’u (qum/lozenge/spray/inhalen) i 881158810
(combination NRT) liinadndinisldsuuuuiaes®e

anuvaende: Tnsvhluuaendy amnudssdenisin NRT fndiyvann fanuvasndelu
;‘J’fﬂw‘[iﬂﬁﬂaﬁmmamﬁ LLG\'ﬂ’Jiiz’E’ﬂuQ’ﬁﬁmawaamﬁamﬁﬂf\]hjmﬁ (unstable CAD) n3oufied

nanutamlaviadent’

114



nz NSENUNS iand aUsziaTge

Actron

nsl9: Sulufuiifmundn Weedeseteon 8-12 dUai vuadududutusysunsin
U FTND score $1u3tanw/anudnisld

aRuydauruwUs (transdermal nicotine patch): Tudzusnafmilsiiavern lifluy Ju
ag 1wy Wasuuwulminnu mslielesetates 8 dUai Busuiivuin 21 un./24 v @wiu
U >10 19w/30) Wi 4-6 dUavi udanvuinandu 14 un. waz 7 un. n 2-4 dUansi natades:
srAelADIRINIY woulivau

DaRusiiannnngs (nicotine gum): 1RER91Y ﬁ]uﬁiasﬁl’lLLﬁUWﬂl’?ﬁﬂizﬂ:ﬂLLﬁﬂJ (Chew and
park) 191 9 iy 30 wisetu Midleflonisesnn vuadudu 4 un. (Braunauusnby 30 wivings
fu) 3o 2 un. (Frguwds 30 und) Msedesetntden 12 d&Uai Tnsilnadrafesldun Uaansa
sEAneLAnITesUIn wavaydn \usu

Pregnancy Category: C/D

2. Bupropion SR (Sustained-Release)

nanNIT: Lﬂuméﬁu%mm%’mdm NDRI (Norepinephrine-Dopamine Reuptake Inhibitor)
PpanANosINilaRuLazoINITaau e

Usgangam: iusasinsdndndauszana 1.5-2 whilsudueivaen anvldsaudu NRT
1510,18,28

Msld: Buendouiuan 1-2 §anst vunm 150 me Tuazads 3 Fu udufindu 150 me Yuaz
2 A%t wu 7-12 FUaii

Jovinu/vemsseie Muldlugiiuseiadn Usedd Bulimia/Anorexia Nervosa 14 MAOI Tu
14 Ju igi’qmﬂﬂuﬁﬁﬁmmmﬁﬂ

Auaende: lngsauasadelugUae CVD, COPD fiormsnedi

nad1aAss: wouldnau Unnuii

Pregnancy Category: C

3. Varenicline

wann1s: LJu Partial agonist /19 Cl4[32 nicotinic receptor Y18an91N1500U (agonist
effect) UaganANNFUINNTGU (antagonist effect)'***

Usgansnm: 1uenfifuszansnmgeiiaadamils ifiudnsnsidndifauseann 2-3 i
Weuiugmaen kave13gendn Bupropion #38 NRT wiialfed™

msld: Suerneuiudn 1 dUansi Ao o Winawn (ttration) Weaneduld (0.5 mg Juas
afs Ui 0.5 mg Suavasinds wazusuidu 1 mg Suavanande) w12 §Uavt oraunuiuds 24
duaei sesuSurnalugUislaang

watrades ad uld (wuvee) usuluvdy fuite nad1uAsan1edaliYs UL

(neuropsychiatric safety) 91nN15Anw1 (W EAGLES Trial) lawudn Varenicline iinaundsssianan
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sgildeddgullowisuivemasnuie NRT luurenliluazduseialsadnny uddnawugili
ARM L1152 way inuanudssmslsaiilawazviaanaoniuduagnataLauil2?

Pregnancy Category: C

gnfiuuzindudduiises (Second-line medications) W3an1aidenduy

4. Nortriptyline

WANN1S: 8NUTATINGN Tricyclic (TCA) nalnAdne Bupropion wellkadnaiAesunniie

UseAnsnm: udnanisidndiiausvana 2 w18

sl BudeuTudn 10-28 Ju vuia 25-75 me/Su utu 12 duansi

Yomrssee: nadhafesan Anticholinergic effect (Unnusis viosn $2381) Ansidesio
Wla (arrhythmia) yilrlaidesldduendusn

Pregnancy Category: D

5. Cytisine

wanns: LU Partial agonist sio Q42 receptor Adne Varenicline @fmanndia?’

UseANSNn: JUsEaNSnmAnINevasn kaza1alna@ed Varenicline kadidouani1s@ned

kY

ﬁaaﬂfjﬁll9,22,30,3l

Uof: 919NN Varenicline 81adnat1Agatioandt lnganzn1ednnyo?!

s Sgnsmsléiunnsinedu (Wu 25 Ju vie 12 §Unsi) Taeres 9 anvuinenag

annuy: Geldlasuniseud@luuisUseme (au ansgawwini) waldunsvaeluglsy
Pz IuDan

Pregnancy Category: C

6. Clonidine
wann1s: Wuelungu Alpha-2 adrenergic agonist S?fﬂLﬁﬂl%%ﬂwﬁiﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁuﬁuiaﬁmQQ10 anN19YIN9U
1938 UUUsEANTUNINGAN Te1taeusTentsneuilafu

Usgavsnm: Hreidnynildfninemasn Taeifiudammaanduieuseann 1.8 i oensls
Anu mMsAnwdulngdeditedin wazuszansnmenaliifisuwinduenndndfuusn®

NaTABS: 91N15929TUE9N (sedation) Feufsye Unuiis wazausulaiinaivnse
Wi (postural hypotension)? uananniy nsngnendusosres o anvunafiedesiunny
ﬂ'gmﬁ’uiaﬁmqﬁuasmnm%a (rebound hypertension)

Pregnancy Category: C

7. easulns (Herbal Medicines)
foyansingimaniifsafuussansamuesenaulnsandnglunstednymiseiditn

A Y} ! I3 ~ a A a = S
WBMNEUNUEIUIRNTTIU @EJ'N‘liﬂG]']ll Nﬁi{utWiU'N“ﬂu@‘Vlu’]aTﬂﬂLLagllﬂ'ﬁﬂﬂ‘U"lLUaﬁmu
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e 1MeNY17 (vernonia cinerea): Wuasulnslnefignliuas@nwinnniian vsseludyden
vdnuisAsuayulnaiioananuesnyy nalnifedestunmsilsanyniiuasuliuazenadl
nasteszuLlsvan nsfnwilulnelivadesiuineadisanauesnyild uidsiosnisnsfine
it fuduyseansnines

dfumenszmensnlves (black pepper essential Oil): N1sAnwIvWIAEANUIINITEAAN
leszimeenarasanamesnywitansmls e1aiinannisnszduanuidnlumadumela wids
FoansmsAnyLanFL

a

aulnsdu 9 1u Lobelia (a1 lobeline) wnagnltluedn uwitagdulduugiduieninvin
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