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Abstract

Background: Dengue hemorrhagic fever (DHF) is a major public health problem in Thailand with
an outbreak every year.

Objective: To examine the effect of participatory empowerment on the prevention and control of
DHF in Ban Samet village, Nakhon Ratchasima.

Material and method: A pre-experimental study was conducted among the community
representatives and civil servants in Ban Samet village. Thirty participants were enrolled in the study
by purposive sampling from July 2015 to January 2016. The process of participatory empowerment
comprised experience identification, analysis, planning and implementation. The instruments included
guidelines for empowerment on prevention and control of DHF, data recording forms, knowledge
and practice questionnaire. Data before and after the participatory empowerment were analyzed
by using t-test.

Results: After the participatory empowerment, the participants had higher scores of knowledge
(p<0.001) and practice in DHF prevention and control (p<0.001). The house index and container
index for the mosquito larvae significantly decreased (p<0.001).

Conclusion: Participatory empowerment had a positive effect on the prevention and control of
DHF. Improvement of knowledge and practices could minimize the mosquito larvae index and may

help in DHF prevention.

Keywords: Empowerment, participatory, prevention and control, Dengue hemorrhagic fever
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