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Table 1 Definition of household patterns and elderly roles
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Table 2 Number and percentage of sample were classified according to personal characteristics. (n=354)
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Figure 1
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M3l 3 unumigeegSnunaugiuuuaiiiFeu (n=354)
Table 3 Roles of the elderly according to household patterns

unumgeeny (o, Sevaz)
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(87, 24.6) (50, 14.1) (26, 7.3) (8,2.3) (94, 26.6) (89, 25.1)
AuSoulasengagiins 66 22 5 7 0 8 24
dfanuLfien (33.3) (7.6) (10.6) 0.0 (12.1) (36.9)
ATISBURNZ G 101 25 16 10 2 15 33
(24.8) (15.8) 9.9) (1.9) (14.9) (32.7)
ASIGeudgiogediuiin 100 20 16 0 3 44 17
(20.0) (16.0) (0.0) (3.0) (44.0) (17.0)
ﬂsmaw_@maasﬂma 87 20 13 9 3 27 15
YU wae ATIS U (23.0) (14.9) (10.3) (3.5) (31.1) (17.2)

agiunuay Tevinam

a9efl 4 nsldusnsiuanssaly 12 Wewdiniua Suunauguuuuaiideu (n=354)
Table 4 Dental service utilization in the past 12 months across different household patterns
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v e v v @ o L] 1 (5 3 v o
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Chi-Square Test

a1997 5 Anugnlsailun Anadevesiugaaou uay Sevazanzuiiudvesiaongluwiazsuiuuaiusou (n=327)
Table 5 Prevalence of caries, mean of decayed, filled and missing teeth, percentage of periodontal conditions among elderly across
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2 Chi-Square Test, ® One-way ANOVA
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Wiang-Nong-Long District, Lamphun Province
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Research Article

Abstract

Objective: This cross-sectional descriptive study aimed to examine household patterns and the roles of the elderly, and to
compare differences in oral health status and dental service utilization among them. The sample consisted of 354 elderly
individuals aged over 60 years old from Wiang-Nong-Long district, Lamphun province.

Materials and Methods: Participants were selected using proportional and systematic sampling method. The questionnaire
was developed by the researcher and included 1) households patterns, categorized by the types of family members; 2) the
role of the elderly, determined by the activities on which they spent most of their time within a week during the last 6
months; 3) oral health status, including number of decayed, filled and missing teeth (DMFT), periodontal disease, the number
of teeth and occluding pairs; and 4) dental service utilization in the past 12 months. Data were collected by three trained
dental nurses who achieved inter-rater reliability with a kappa score of 0.82.

Results: The mean age of sample was 68.63+5.43, and 57.9% were female. Of the sample, 24.5% of elderly lived with working-
age individuals, 18.7% lived alone, 28.6% belonged to families composed solely of elderly members, and 28.2% lived with
children aged <15 years, with 44.4% of them were the carer. The lowest percentage of dental service utilization (15%), the
highest caries prevalence (71.9%), a higher mean DMFT (14.12+8.04) and a higher prevalence of periodontal disease (32.3%)
were found among the elderly living with children compared to those living in other family patterns, with statistically
significance (p<0.001).

Conclusion: This study found differences in dental service utilization and oral health status among elderly based on family
patterns. Therefore, these factors should be considered when designing dental service delivery systems to increase access
and utilization.

Keywords: Elderly/ Family pattern/ Role/ Oral health status/ Dental service utilization
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