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Abstract

The objective of this research was to assess the situation, potential and guidelines of community health management
for improving local economy, involving Thai medicinal herbs in the Nakhon Chai Si River basin, Nakhon Pathom province.
Key informants were stakeholders in the herbal supply chain, i.e. community enterprise groups, health professionals group,
government officials group and private-sector entrepreneurs. The snowball technique was used for selecting respondents.
Data from multiple sources were collected through observations, interviews and group discussions, and then analyzed
using multiple methods — documentary and content analyses. Results, presented by describing the situation and empirical
evidence, showed that the top five Thai herbal medicines commonly used were turmeric, fa-thalai-jon (Andrographis
paniculata) and Ya Prasa Mawaeng, Phaya Y or and Phetsangkart formulas. In the Nakhon Chai Si River basin, there were
five community health management networks: Thai herbal community enterprise, health professionals, local administra-
tive organizations, academics and private businesses. Three aspects of community power in driving local economy were
identified: (1) community’s knowledge and experiences in collecting, transferring and using Thai herbs for a long time;
(2) strong herbal community enterprise; and (3) good cooperation of network members in developing the Thai herbal sup-
ply chain. Based on focus group discussions of community health management networks, the following three ways were
suggested for boosting local economy: (1) raising awareness of community health management as a whole at all levels
involving families, organizations and communities; (2) developing a holistic community health management prototype to
be a community center for knowledge collection, transfer and learning; and (3) promoting a full-cycle community health

enterprise to produce herbal products.

Key words: local economy, community health management, herb
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