
√“¬ß“π‡√◊ËÕß °“√ àß‡ √‘¡Õ“™’æÀ¡Õπ«¥

μ“∫Õ¥„πª√–‡∑»‰∑¬*

‡æ™√—μπå  ‡μ™«—™√“†

ª°‘≥°–
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Õß§å°√‡æ◊ËÕ§πμ“∫Õ¥·≈–¢Õß§πμ“∫Õ¥„π

ª√–‡∑»‰∑¬¡’§«“¡¬‘π¥’·≈–π—∫‡ªìπ‡°’¬√μ‘Õ¬à“ß¬‘Ëß

∑’Ë‰¥â√—∫‡ªìπ‡®â“¿“æ®—¥ß“π —¡¡π“°“√π«¥ §√—Èß∑’Ë 12

¢Õß À¿“æ§πμ“∫Õ¥‚≈° (¿“§æ◊Èπ‡Õ‡´’¬·ª´‘øî°) ≥

‚√ß·√¡ ‚°≈‡¥âπ ∑‘«≈‘ª ´Õø‡øÕ√‘π®å √–À«à“ß«—π∑’Ë

5-7 æƒ…¿“§¡ 2557

æ«°‡√“‡™◊ËÕ·πà«à“º≈¢Õß°“√®—¥ß“π„π§√—Èßπ’È®–

°àÕ„Àâ‡°‘¥ª√–‚¬™πåÕ¬à“ß¡“°·°à§πμ“∫Õ¥‚¥¬

‡©æ“–„π«ß°“√π«¥‰∑¬

70 °«à“ªï∑’Ë·≈â«§πμ“∫Õ¥„πª√–‡∑»‰∑¬

‡ªìπ°≈ÿà¡§π∑’Ë‰√â§«“¡ “¡“√∂ ‡ªìπ¿“√–¢Õß

§√Õ∫§√—« °“√¡’∫ÿμ√μ“∫Õ¥„π§√Õ∫§√—«‡™◊ËÕ°—π«à“

‡ªìπ°√√¡‡°à“¢Õß§√Õ∫§√—«π—ÈπÊ „π¢≥–π—Èπ§π

®”π«π¡“°§‘¥«à“‡¥Á°μ“∫Õ¥¥’°«à“ ‚μä– ‡°â“Õ’È ÀπàÕ¬

π÷ßμ√ß∑’Ë¬—ßæŸ¥‰¥â

À≈—ß®“°∑’Ë¡‘ ‡®‡π«’ø §Õ≈øï≈¥å  μ√’μ“∫Õ¥

™“«Õ‡¡√‘°—π‰¥â‡¢â“¡“°àÕμ—Èß‚√ß‡√’¬π Õπ§πμ“∫Õ¥

‡ªìπ·Ààß·√°„πªï æ.» 2482 §«“¡‡™◊ËÕ·≈–∑—»π§μ‘

‡°’Ë¬«°—∫§πμ“∫Õ¥‰¥â§àÕ¬Ê‡ª≈’Ë¬π‰ª §πμ“∫Õ¥

°â“«Àπâ“¢÷Èπ‡√◊ËÕ¬ÊÀ≈—ß®“°∑’Ë√—∞∫“≈‰¥â„Àâ§«“¡ π„®

μàÕ§πæ‘°“√‚¥¬ºà“π æ.√.∫ °“√øóôπøŸ ¡√√∂¿“æ

§πæ‘°“√ æ.» 2534 ·≈– æ.√.∫  àß‡ √‘¡ ·≈–

æ—≤π“§ÿ≥¿“æ™’«‘μ§πæ‘°“√ æ.» 2550

ª√–™“™π¡’§«“¡‡¢â“„®·≈–∑—»π§μ‘∑’Ë¥’¢÷ÈπμàÕ

§πμ“∫Õ¥‡æ√“–‰¥âæ∫ª–°—∫§πμ“∫Õ¥∑’Ë‰¥â√—∫°“√

Ωñ°Õ∫√¡®“° ∂“∫—π¢Õß§πμ“∫Õ¥·≈–‡æ◊ËÕ§π

μ“∫Õ¥∑’Ë¡’‡æ‘Ë¡®”π«π¢÷Èπ‡√◊ËÕ¬Ê ¢≥–π’È¡’‚√ß‡√’¬π

μ—Èß¢÷Èπ‡æ◊ËÕ‡¥Á°μ“∫Õ¥ 14 ·Ààß„πª√–‡∑»‰∑¬ ∂÷ß

°√–π—Èπ°Áμ“¡¡’‡¥Á°μ“∫Õ¥À≈“¬æ—π§π∑’Ë‡¢â“‡√’¬π

√à«¡°—∫‡¥Á°μ“¥’„π‚√ß‡√’¬π∑—Ë«‰ª ¡’»Ÿπ¬åΩñ°Õ“™’æ

¢Õß§πμ“∫Õ¥ 5 ·Ààß∑—Ë«ª√–‡∑»‰∑¬ ¡’§πμ“∫Õ¥

°«à“Àπ÷Ëßæ—π§π∑’Ë‰¥â√—∫ª√‘≠≠“μ√’ °«à“ 100 §π‰¥â

√—∫ª√‘≠≠“‚∑ ·≈– 3 §π∑’Ë‰¥â√—∫ª√‘≠≠“¥ÿ…Æ’∫—≥±‘μ

¡’§πμ“∫Õ¥∑’Ë‡æ‘Ë¡¢÷Èπ‡√◊ËÕ¬Ê„π°“√ª√–°Õ∫Õ“™’æ ¥—ßπ’È

§√Ÿ æπ—°ß“π√—∫‚∑√»—æ∑å„π call center æπ—°ß“π

¢“¬∑“ß‚∑√»—æ∑å π—°¥πμ√’ æπ—°ß“π„π‚√ßæ¬“∫“≈

À¡Õ¥Ÿ ¢“¬≈äÕμ‡μÕ√’Ë À¡Õπ«¥ ‡ªìπμâπ §πμ“∫Õ¥

∫“ß§π°Áª√–°Õ∫∏ÿ√°‘® à«πμ—« √“¬ß“π©∫—∫π’È®–

‡πâπ‡√◊ËÕß°“√æ—≤π“·≈–Õπ“§μ¢ÕßÀ¡Õπ«¥μ“∫Õ¥

„πª√–‡∑»‰∑¬

†ª√–∏“π¡Ÿ≈π‘∏‘ àß‡ √‘¡Õ“™’æ§πμ“∫Õ¥
*π”‡ πÕ„πß“π —¡¡π“°“√π«¥§√—Èß∑’Ë 12 ¢Õß À¿“æ§π
μ“∫Õ¥‚≈° (¿“§æ◊Èπ‡Õ‡´’¬·ª´‘øî°) ≥ ‚√ß·√¡ ‚°≈‡¥âπ
∑‘«≈‘ª ´Õø‡øÕ√‘π®å √–À«à“ß«—π∑’Ë 5-7 æƒ…¿“§¡ 2557
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°“√ Õππ«¥‰∑¬„Àâ°—∫§πμ“∫Õ¥Õ¬à“ß‡ªìπ

∑“ß°“√‡√‘Ë¡¢÷Èπ∑’Ë »Ÿπ¬åæ—≤π“ ¡√√∂¿“æ§πμ“∫Õ¥

¢Õß¡Ÿ≈π‘∏‘™à«¬§πμ“∫Õ¥„πæ√–∫√¡√“™‘πŸª∂—¡¿å ‡¡◊ËÕ

æ.». 2520 ‚¥¬π“¬‡æ™√—μπå ‡μ™«—™√“ (°√√¡°“√

¡Ÿ≈π‘∏‘œ) ‰¥â‡™‘≠ Õ“®“√¬å æ‘»‘…∞ ‡∫≠®¡ß§≈«“√’

¡“ Õππ«¥‰∑¬„Àâ°—∫‡¥Á°π—°‡√’¬π∑’Ë»Ÿπ¬åæ—≤π“

 ¡√√∂¿“æ§πμ“∫Õ¥¢Õß¡Ÿ≈π‘∏‘™à«¬§πμ“∫Õ¥„π

æ√–∫√¡√“™‘πŸª∂—¡¿å·≈– ∂“∫—π§πμ“∫Õ¥Õ’°À≈“¬

·Ààßμ—Èß·μà∫—¥π—Èπ®π∑à“π‰¥â‡ ’¬™’«‘μ„πªï æ.» 2555

»Ÿπ¬åæ—≤π“ ¡√√∂¿“æ§πμ“∫Õ¥√—∫μ“∫Õ¥™“¬ 40

§π „πÀ≈—° Ÿμ√π«¥‰∑¬ 2 ªï (1,500 ™.¡) °«à“ 500

§π‰¥â®∫®“° ∂“∫—π·Ààßπ’È·≈–‰¥â‰ªª√–°Õ∫Õ“™’æ

„π√â“ππ«¥μà“ßÊ ·≈–∫“ß§π‰¥âμ—Èß√â“π‡ªìπ¢Õßμ—«

‡Õß√“¬‰¥â¢Õß À¡Õπ«¥‡À≈à“π’È ‡©≈’Ë¬√“« 900

‡À√’¬≠ À√—∞œ μàÕ‡¥◊Õπ

»Ÿπ¬åΩñ°Õ“™’æÀ≠‘ßμ“∫Õ¥ “¡æ√“π¢Õß

¡Ÿ≈π‘∏‘™à«¬§πμ“∫Õ¥„πæ√–∫√¡√“™‘πŸª∂—¡¿å‡ªìπÕ’°

 ∂“∫—πÀπ÷Ëß ∑’Ë Õππ«¥‰∑¬„πμÕπ·√°‰¥â Õπ

‡©æ“–°“√Ωï¡◊Õ·≈–À≈—° Ÿμ√‡∫◊ÈÕßμâπ„π°“√¥Ÿ·≈μ—«

‡ÕßμàÕ¡“‰¥âμ√–Àπ—°«à“π«¥‰∑¬‡ªìπÕ“™’æ∑’Ë®–„Àâ

μ“∫Õ¥À≠‘ß‡À≈à“π’È„™â‡≈’È¬ß™’«‘μ‰¥â®÷ß‰¥âπ”À≈—° Ÿμ√

π«¥‰∑¬®“°»Ÿπ¬åæ—≤π“ ¡√√∂¿“æ §πμ“∫Õ¥¢Õß

¡Ÿ≈π‘∏‘™à«¬§πμ“∫Õ¥„πæ√–∫√¡√“™‘πŸª∂—¡¿å¡“ Õπ

®πªí®®ÿ∫—ππ’È

¡Ÿ≈π‘∏‘ §Õ≈øï≈¥å ‡æ◊ËÕ§πμ“∫Õ¥„πæ√–√“™Ÿ-

ª∂—¡¿å ¡‡¥Á®æ√–‡∑æ√—μπ√“™ ÿ¥“œ  ¬“¡∫√¡√“™

°ÿ¡“√’ μ—Èß¢÷Èπ„πªï æ.» 2523 ‡ªìπÕ’° ∂“∫—πÀπ÷Ëß∑’Ë

 Õππ«¥‰∑¬ §√Ÿ‡§√◊ËÕß »√’∫—«æ—π ‡ªìπºŸâ∫ÿ°‡∫‘°°“√

π«¥‰∑¬„π ∂“∫—π·Ààßπ’È¡’À≈—° Ÿμ√ 6 ‡¥◊Õπ (720

™.¡) °«à“ 600 §π∑—Èßμ“∫Õ¥ ™“¬·≈–À≠‘ß ‰¥â®∫

®“° ∂“∫—ππ’Èª√–‡∑»‡æ◊ËÕπ∫â“π Õ¬à“ß‡™àπ ≈“«

¡“‡≈‡´’¬  ‘ß§å‚ª√å ≠’ËªÿÉπ ¡Õß‚°‡≈’¬ ‰¥â àßπ—°‡√’¬π

μ“∫Õ¥¡“‡√’¬π∑’Ë¡Ÿ≈π‘∏‘§Õ≈øï≈¥å §√Ÿ‡§√◊ËÕß‡ªìπ§√—Èß

§√“«‰¥â‡¥‘π∑“ß‰ª¬—ß ≈“« ¡“‡≈‡´’¬ ‡æ◊ËÕ™à«¬ √â“ß

À≈—° Ÿμ√π«¥‰∑¬

»Ÿπ¬å°“√‡√’¬π·≈– “∏‘μÕ“™’æ§πμ“∫Õ¥

∏π∫ÿ√’¢Õß ¡“§¡§πμ“∫Õ¥·Ààßª√–‡∑»‰∑¬‡ªìπÕ’°

 ∂“∫—πÀπ÷Ëß∑’Ë Õππ«¥‰∑¬À≈“¬À≈—° Ÿμ√ 100 ™.¡

·≈– 300 ™.¡  „πªï æ.». 2538 ·≈– æ.» 2540

¿“¬„μâ‚§√ß°“√¢Õß∏π“§“√‚≈°§πμ“∫Õ¥·≈– μ√’

ºŸâ¥âÕ¬‚Õ°“ °«à“ 1,000 §π ‰¥â®∫À≈—° Ÿμ√π«¥

‰∑¬„π æ.» 2548 ∑“ß»Ÿπ¬å‰¥â√—∫Õπÿ¡—μ‘®“°

°√–∑√«ß·√ßß“π„Àâ∑¥ Õ∫¡“μ√∞“ππ«¥‰∑¬√–¥—∫

1 ·≈– 2 150 §πμ“∫Õ¥ ™“¬·≈–À≠‘ß ‰¥â√—∫°“√

Õ∫√¡„Àâ‡ªìπ§√Ÿπ«¥‰∑¬

»Ÿπ¬åΩñ°Õ“™’æ§πμ“∫Õ¥ π“¡™—¬‡¢μ¢Õß

¡Ÿ≈π‘∏‘ àß‡ √‘¡Õ“™’æ§πμ“∫Õ¥Õ¬Ÿà„π‡π◊ÈÕ∑’Ëª√–¡“≥

100 ‰√à „πÕ”‡¿Õ π“¡™—¬‡¢μ ®—ßÀ«—¥©–‡™‘ß‡∑√“ ¡’

Õ“§“√‡√’¬π ¡’ÀÕæ—° ™“¬ À≠‘ß Õ“§“√ —¡¡π“  π“¡

‚°≈∫Õ≈ æ◊Èπ∑’Ë à«π„À≠à„™âª≈Ÿ° æ◊™ º—° º≈‰¡â·≈–

 ¡ÿπ‰æ√ √—∫∑—Èß ™“¬ ·≈– À≠‘ß μ“∫Õ¥‰¥â√ÿàπ≈– 40

§π ‡√’¬π„πÀ≈—° Ÿμ√μà“ßÊ ‡™àπ °“√¥Ÿ·≈™à«¬‡À≈◊Õ

μ—«‡Õß °“√„™â‰¡â‡∑â“¢“«„π°“√‡¥‘π∑“ß‡¢’¬πÕà“π

Õ—°…√‡∫√≈≈å ¥πμ√’ ‡°…μ√‡∫◊ÈÕßμâπ ·≈–π«¥‰∑¬

§πμ“∫Õ¥∑’Ë‡¢â“¡“Õ∫√¡„π»Ÿπ¬åœ æ◊Èπ∞“π§«“¡√Ÿâ

·μ°μà“ß°—π¡“°∫“ß§π‰¡à¡’æ◊Èπ∞“π§«“¡√Ÿâ‡≈¬ ∫“ß

§π‰¥â√—∫°“√Õ∫√¡®“°»Ÿπ¬åÕ◊Ëπ¡“∫â“ß ∫“ß§π®∫

ª√‘≠≠“¡’ß“π∑”·≈â«·μà‰¥â√—∫Õÿ∫—μ‘‡Àμÿ¡“μ“∫Õ¥

∑’À≈—ß ¥—ßπ—Èπ∑“ß»Ÿπ¬åμâÕß¬◊¥À¬ÿàπ°“√ Õπ„Àâ°—∫§π

‡À≈à“π’È·μà∑“ß»Ÿπ¬å„Àâ§«“¡ ”§—≠°—∫π«¥‰∑¬‡ªìπ

æ‘‡»…À≈—ß®“°Õ∫√¡ 1 ªï §πμ“∫Õ¥ à«π„À≠à

 “¡“√∂‰ªª√–°Õ∫Õ“™’æ‡≈’È¬ßμ—«‡Õß‰¥â ¢≥–π’È

μ“∫Õ¥™“¬ À≠‘ß ®”π«π°«à“ 700 §π ‰¥â®∫®“°

 ∂“∫—ππ’È·≈–‰ªª√–°Õ∫Õ“™’æ„π√â“ππ«¥μà“ßÊ ∫“ß
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§π‰¥âμ—Èß√â“ππ«¥¢Õßμ—«‡Õß ¡’π—°‡√’¬π®“°ª√–‡∑»

≈“« 7 §π (™“¬ 5 À≠‘ß 2) ‰¥â¡“√—∫°“√Õ∫√¡®“°

»Ÿπ¬å·≈–‰¥â°≈—∫‰ªª√–‡∑»≈“«

À¡Õπ«¥∑’ËμâÕß°“√‡≈◊ËÕπ√–¥—∫®“°À¡Õπ«¥

‡æ◊ËÕ ÿ¢¿“æ‰ª¬—ßπ«¥√—°…“‚√§®–‡¢â“¡“°√ÿß‡∑æ-

¡À“π§√  ”π—°ß“π„À≠à¢Õß¡Ÿ≈π‘∏‘ àß‡ √‘¡§πμ“∫Õ¥

‡¢â“Õ∫√¡„πÀ≈—° Ÿμ√‡μ√’¬¡§«“¡æ√âÕ¡‡æ◊ËÕ Õ∫

√—∫„∫Õπÿ≠“μª√–°Õ∫‚√§»‘≈ª–„π “¢“π«¥‰∑¬

 ”À√—∫ºŸâæ‘°“√∑“ß “¬μ“ (À≈—° Ÿμ√ 2 ªï) ¢≥–π’È¡’

§πμ“∫Õ¥®“° 5  ∂“∫—π ®”π«π 34 §π ‰¥â√—∫„∫

Õπÿ≠“μª√–°Õ∫‚√§»‘≈ª–„π “¢“°“√·æ∑¬å·ºπ

‰∑¬ª√–‡¿∑°“√π«¥‰∑¬

¡’‡√◊ËÕß∑’Ëπà“ π„®®–‡≈à“Àπ÷Ëß‡√◊ËÕß „π®”π«π

π—°‡√’¬π¢Õß»Ÿπ¬åΩñ°Õ“™’æ§πμ“∫Õ¥ π“¡™—¬‡¢μ

¡’™“¬Àπÿà¡ 1 §πμ“∫Õ¥‡π◊ËÕß®“°∑–‡≈“–«‘«“∑°—π

π—°‡√’¬π§ππ’È‡Õ“„®„ àμàÕÀ≈—° Ÿμ√μà“ßÊ ®π®∫

À≈—° Ÿμ√π«¥‰∑¬·≈–‰¥â‡ªìπÀ¡Õπ«¥∑’Ë¡’§ππ‘¬¡ Ÿß

‡¢“‰¥â àß√“¬‰¥â à«πÀπ÷Ëß‰ª„Àâ·¡àºŸâ™√“‡ªìπª√–®”

«—πÀπ÷ËßÀ≠‘ß™√“‰¥â‡¢â“æ∫ª√–∏“π¡Ÿ≈π‘∏‘œ ·≈–

¢Õ∫§ÿ≥∑’Ë∑“ß»Ÿπ¬åœ‰¥â™à«¬·¡à≈Ÿ°§Ÿàπ’È À≠‘ß™√“‰¥â

‡≈à“«à“°àÕπ∑’Ëπ“¬§ππ’È®–μ“∫Õ¥¡’·μà √â“ß‡√◊ËÕß

ªí≠À“‰¡à‡«âπ·μà≈–«—π ¡’‡√◊ËÕß μ’ √—π øíπ ·∑ß °—∫

™“«∫â“πμ≈Õ¥‡«≈“ À≈—ß®“°μ“∫Õ¥·≈–‰¥â√—∫°“√

Õ∫√¡®“°»Ÿπ¬åœ ‡¢“‰¥â‡ª≈’Ë¬π‡ªìπ§π≈–§π ∂â“√Ÿâ

Õ¬à“ßπ’È·μàμâπÕ¬“°„Àâ‡¢“μ“∫Õ¥‡ ’¬μ—Èßπ“π·≈â«
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Thailand Country Report:

The Promotion of Blind Masseurs in Thailand

Pecharat  Techavachara*

Organizations of and for the Blind in
Thailand have great privilege in organizing
the 12th WBUAP Massage Seminar at Golden
Tulip Sovereign Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand
during 5-7 May 2014. The outcome of this
significant event will surely bring great ben-
efit to people in the field of blindness par-
ticularly those in the field of massage.

Seventy some years ago, blind people
in Thailand were helpless and a burden to
their family! Having a blind child in one fam-
ily was a belief that the family must have
had a great sin in their past lives! Many people
thought at the time that blind children were
a bit better than chairs and tables because
they could talk. After Miss Genevieve
Caulfield, an American Blind lady, came to
Thailand in 1939 and found the first school
for the Blind, the belief regarding blindness
and blind people has been gradually changed.
Much progress has been achieved after Thai
Government began to pay more attention to
the Disabled by passing the Rehabilitation
Act in 1991 and Persons with Disabilities
Empowerment Act in 2007. The public aware-
ness concerning the Blind has been increased

by demonstration of well trained blind people
in our society and the increasing numbers of
institutions, organizations of and for the Blind
throughout Thailand. Besides special schools
set up especially for the Blind (now 14 schools),
thousands of blind students are studying with
sighted students in public schools. There are
5 vocational training centers for the Blind
throughout Thailand. Now there are more than
one thousand of blind people with Bachelor
Degrees and over a hundred with Masters’
Degrees and three persons with doctorate
degrees (two men and one lady). There are
more and more blind people engaged in the
occupations of teachers, telephone operators,
call center, telemarketing, musicians, health
masseurs, hospital workers, astrologers, lot-
tery tickets selling, etc. We also have blind
people self employed in various businesses.

This report will deal mainly with the de-
velopment and progress of the massage for
the Blind in Thailand.

The teaching of Thai massage to the
Blind started in 1977 at the Skills Develop-
ment Center for the Blind of Foundation for
the Blind in Thailand under the Patronage of
HM the queen. When Mr. Pecharat Techava-
chara (board member then) introduced AJ.
Pisit benjamongkulvaree, one of the most re-

*President, Foundation for the Employment Promotion of
the Blind
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nown Thai massage teachers. He began
teaching Thai massage at the Skills Develop-
ment Center and other organizations for and
of the Blind since then till his death in 2012.

The Skills Development Center for the
Blind enrolls 40 blind men in a two year Thai
massage course (1500 hours). Over 500 men
have graduated from this institution and work
in various massage shops and many of them
have set up their own massage shops. The
monthly average income of these masseurs
is over $900.00.

Sampran Rehabilitation & Vocational

Training Center for Blind Women is another
institution under Foundation for the Blind in
Thailand under the patronage of HM the
queen conducting Thai massage course for
blind women. At the beginning, this institu-
tion conducted only art and craft and inde-
pendent living skills courses. Later they have
adapted massage course from the Skills De-
velopment Center for the Blind because they
realize that massage skill will enable these
girls to earn their own living.

Thailand Caulfield Foundation for the
Blind under the Royal Patronage of her Royal
Princes Maha Chakri Sirinthorn, established
in 1980, is another organization conducting
Thai massage courses. Kru Kruang Sribuapun,
a renown blind masseur initiated the mas-
sage teaching for the institution. The course
takes 6 months (720 hours). Over 600 blind
men and women graduated from Caulfield
Foundation. Our neighboring countries: Laos,
Malaysia, Singapore, Japan, and Mongolia also
sent their blind students to take massage
courses in Caulfield Foundation.

Kru Kruang occasionally went to Laos

and Malaysia to help setting up massage
courses.

Thunburi Lifelong Learning and Career
Demonstration Center for the Blind under the
Thailand Association of the Blind is another
organization conducting several Thai massage
courses in 1995, ranging from 100 hours to
300 hours. In 1997, under the world bank pro-
gram, over one thousand blind men and
women finished massage training. In 2005,
the center was approved by the Ministry of
Labor to set up Thai Labor standard test level
1 and level 2 for masseurs and masseuses.
150 blind men and women have been trained
to be massage teachers.

Sanamchaiket Vocational Training Cen-
ter under Foundation for the Employment
Promotion of the Blind located in Chacheonsao
province (120 KMûs to the east of Bangkok),
in the area of 100 Rai or about 50 Acres. The
compound consists of a number of buildings
and houses: dormitories, class rooms, meet-
ing and seminar rooms, goal ball court, etc.
The majority of the land is utilized in grow-
ing fruits trees and herbs. Forty blind men
and women, the age ranging from 18 to 40, a
year are enrolled, taking several courses: Ori-
entation and Mobility, Independent Living
Skills, Braille, Music, Plant care, and Mas-
sage.

The trainees are very much varied in
education levels and personal skills. Some
have formal education, some never gone to
schools and some just became blind due to
accident. The training has to be adapted to
their individual needs. Of course, health mas-
sage training is emphasized because after
one year at the center, most of them can
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earn some living. The advance masseurs come
to the head quarter of the FEPB in Bangkok
for further two-year training to become medi-
cal masseurs.

Up till now, over 700 blind men and
women have been graduated from the cen-
ter. Practically all of them can earn their own
living, some of them operate their own mas-
sage shops.

There were also 7 students (5 boys and
2 girls) from Laos graduated from the center.

There is a interesting episode I would
like to share. There was a man in his thirties
came to the center requesting to be our

trainee. He came in a bad shape: he was
blinded in a fight.

He did very well in all the courses and
later became one of our best masseurs.

He regularly sends part of his earning
to his old mother. One day, the old woman
came to me and thanked me for helping her
son. She said, çAfter he became blind, his
personality and his behaviors changed en-
tirely: from a roguish person, always giving
me all the troubles to a very nice well be-
haved person. I wish he could have be blinded
much earlier!é
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