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Fitness to Work Assessment for Working
in Confined Space: A Study in Occupational
Medicine Clinic, Tertiary Hospital, Nakhon
Ratchasima Province

Ruethairat Kaewkul¥, Pornthip Pimda ** and Thanida Budklai***

Abstract

This study was a descriptive retrospective study. The objectives are to describe the proportion
of workers who have health conditions that fit to work in confined space and to characterize the health
conditions of workers classified as either unfit or fit with restrictions for confined space work. The data
were collected by reviewing the patient’s medical records from 1% January 2020 to 31* December
2022 at the occupational medicine clinic in tertiary hospital, Nakhon Ratchasima Province. Using
secondary data from records, including general information, work characteristics, physical examination,
laboratory data, and analyzing the data with descriptive statistics. The study consisted of 50 workers
with a median age of 33 years. 96.00 % of confined space workers were male and 10.00 % had
underlying disease. The majority of tasks involved entry into water tanks using clawing methods,
with 78.00 % of the work processes involving metal welding and activities that could potentially
produce ignition. All workers worked under safety measures including safety training, warning signal,
entrance — exit supervisor and the use of personal protective equipment. Air-purifying masks were used,
with half-face masks for 38.00 % and full-face masks for 2.00 %. The result revealed that the
proportion of workers with health conditions deemed fit and unfit for confined space work was 74.00
and 26.00 %, respectively. Unfit conditions were attributed to various factors, including hypertension
12 %, abnormal visual acuity 8.00 %, BMI > 35 kg/m? 2.00 %, abnormal EKG with symptoms 2.00 %,
and abnormal spirometry 2.00 %. Some medical conditions are treatable; therefore, workers should
undergo reassessment after appropriate management. Workers with abnormal EKG results should be
referred to a cardiologist for further assessment. Minor abnormalities in other body systems might

not necessarily preclude individuals from working in confined spaces.

Kewords: Confined Space / Medical Assessment / Fitness to Work / Unfit to Work

*Corresponding Author: Ruethairat Kaewkul, Faculty of medicine Khon Kaen University, Occupational health and safety office

Faculty of medicine Khon Kaen University, Email: Ruethairat.k@kkumail.com

*Occupational medicine resident, Faculty of medicine, Khon Kaen University

**Occupational Medlicine Physician, M.D., M.Sc. (Occupational Medicine), Occupational Health Unit, Maharat Nakhon Ratchasima hospital

***Occupational Health Unit Nurse, Maharat Nakhon Ratchasima hospital 0

S

: SN, A
— - - - "
~ 8 |ThaiJournal of Safety and Health: Vol. 17 No. 1 January - June 2024 e 'ﬁ s
*——————‘/"’fr._nu AASSA S L




f & 5E@BRANURDANBUAZFIN N — — e —
~Uit.17 atuit 1 JsRTRemmnIRT = A 2567 :

1. unin
Ao o, A aa i o | O aa v o =~
Q']Tﬂ,u‘V]@‘U@']ﬂ']ﬂL'Uu@'Wf‘WVl@Jﬂ'JWﬂJLaﬂﬂiﬂﬂ @umiqﬂmﬂ‘mﬂsﬁqmLLﬁSE‘jGUﬂ']WGU@ﬂE\JVHQ']u HINYIU

Y a aAa o

Toyalutszmaanigouinmnuimudidedinvazyhauluidueinadiuiu 166 auTud 2560 uaz
148 Au Tl 2561 auvgvanvean1sidedin laun nMswaaan fiwainig wu lelasiaudalid asueu
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statistics, 2020) TuUsemelnenuingausd e, 2556 - 2560 fis189umRN15aluIAEY 15 578 way
Hedin 55 18 (@andudaasuanuasndy 918Ul wazan nwinaeulunivinau, 2566) Yaya
INNTAUAIULIANEENTEUIAININTUAIUANLTA NTENTNETITAUGY (Waslay iR, 2549)
wuieesvesanLUsEneUM AR Tiun Tssnurdaidanatain Tssnurenmils Tsnundndle
1598417 Tssnuwdaasueunvan lelaiduinlne veidufetanm wuindugianuluisueinia
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109U Aefneneumismdedusraufosousn ndndnymaiminiumuin Aainauty
Tudnudauinfingiivuazaniizainesndiau (Yenjai et al., 2012a; Yenjai et al., 2012b) e
AruadngraeimuannsgulunMsuims 3n1s waeadiunisiiuanulaensdy endieunde
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FelussUszmatiuuamanisnsnguannouwdviauluiisueinia wu wiaids (Department of
Occupational Safety and Health, 2010) a9@aLesiay (Sydney Water Commercial in Confined space,
2015) aw%ﬁauﬁm (Occupational safety and Health administration, 2004; National Fire Protection
Association, 2016) ﬁ?ﬁ%JUU’izLVIﬁVLVIEJﬁLLu’m'Nﬂ’l’i(?]‘ﬁ’ﬁ]?ﬂﬂ’ﬁ/\lﬂuﬁ’lﬂ’luiuﬁ5‘U@’1ﬂ’]ﬁ Feoonlauauny
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2557) FslaimunnsanerlusneUssimeneuntii drunisanunludssmalneveddsimeuiaumils
Tudminszoemudadiuvesiilianunsavhauluiisuerniald (unfit to work) ogf $esay 15.00
(Chernbamrung, 2014)
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2563 feuil 31 Sunau 2565
3.1 Uszvnsuazngusaagneluniside
nauilun13ARL (inclusion criteria) Ae LN lEUINISIUTWNTUATINEVAINATTVINY
Tufiguemmiideyansuiiu Uszneuse uuuasuauUszsi Han13m579319018 LAYHANTIIRES
UFURNS tnassinsdinean (exclusion criteria) Aeiifidoyanvssioulianysal wuussanssiuu
favan 50 AL TUIRFIEENAILAN Tngldlusunsuuindniazu WinPepi Version 11.65 Auan
nauseesldiviiy 40 Au FevhnsFinuitavan
3.2 93Y5TINNUIY
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3.3 nsagunanisUssiiuaamdsumsguamlunisiavluiisuenne
$BsmuunmnsnTguamauynnuluiisueinia we. 2557 vesaunaslsnInns
UsznouenTw uazdaindeuuisusemelng uudldidy 3 nsdldun annsavihauldluiidueinie
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LarUsEnNTeInTININNTEILINA HAMINTIATNMElaewd Tayan1snsianwissduians laun
Awanysalveadinidon nmane3iEnTsen nansesiaNssaniwUen wazadulwivinle
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(IBM SPSS Statistics for Macintosh, Version 28.0. Armonk, NY: IBM Corp) ﬁ%ﬁua%’amﬂaimiﬁfjjaaa
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4. Nan15IY
anwardeyarlunudl Wumamesesay 96.00 Aisegiueawiiu 33 U (demiolnd 25

6l 43 U) Sewar 90.00 lufllsauszands wiadu lsminnina Sosaz 2.00 lspanudulafings Sevax

2.00 Tsalvhiludiongs Segar 2.00 1spduq Segar 4.00 AngAnssunsguyvs Segay 66.00 ANN5197 1

msedl 1 dayanaly (n = 50)

dayadiuynna I Jowuaz
LWl
U8 a8 96.00
N 2 4.00

a1y (V) Andisegnu = 33 (WewAalnd 25 e 43)

< 30 22 44.00
31-40 14 28.00
41 - 50 10 20.00
> 50 4 8.00
TsaUsza162
lafilsauseanda 45 90.00
HlsaUszd67 5 10.00
lsminniaa 1 2.00
AUAULATIRgS 1 2.00
Lsalusiuluidionas 1 2.00
WNTALAUIINYIWH 1 2.00
Agsoulnseeariuiy Gnvmeudl) 1 2.00
NsgUYW3
quUIs 33 66.00
laiguysrs 17 34.00
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Un So8ay 22.00 windl@ddu Sosar 18.00 wazlala Sauay 16.00 aNWAENITN9DNYBINOUDINA

= 1%
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U1nNn19199n Usennvaamtinnin kidnslaviininnsssania Sesaz 60.00 T9utinnInngaIan e

WUUATINTN $o8az 38.00 THutinn1NNToI0INALUULANYLN So8ay 2.00 F9n15199 2

A15199 2 anwaEN15119U (n = 50)

ANYAIZNITYINNIUY I Seway
Uszumwasiisuannia

fath 12 24.00
U9 11 22.00
Wodlanu 9 18.00
Tala 8 16.00
alusd 5 10.00
viorh 2 4.00
QNG URTEGH 1 2.00
gldnsu 2 4.00

ANuULLIYIN9aNVINUaINA

AU 17 34.00
Yutuleas 16 32.00
) 12 24.00
Yutulaas, lnuden 2 4.00
Aanu, Juduleds, Iuuden 1 2.00
geldnsrudnuuzau 2 4.00
ANAIZAITYINNUY
Aevszneli, WWeulane 39 78.00
Tgasiall 11 22.00
szuuAUUADANY
finsAneusuAUUaDAABNBULTYINU 50 100.00
Hdtyeyauiou 50 100.00
ffguau1nyniadn - een 50 100.00

UsZLNNUInLININN5DI01NTA

lufinnslevinninnsesennie 30 60.00
PUININNTDIDINIABUUATINLN 19 38.00
NUNININNTDIDINARUULANILIN 1 2.00
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HANIINTIVINENUIIFYTIIAN18UBINGUAIBE Togay 96.00 Ueendn 30 kg/m? way

a [

fileeTava 2.00 1Au 35 kg/m? Anunuladineglunaeiunisesas 34.00 seRuauauladinluine
{Houge¥esas 54.00 wazanudulafings siufl 1 fevaz 12.00 Sasmsiduvesile fesay 90.00
ogluinasiund sossniesay 8.00 nuindwasdh dosnd 60 afaowd uazannnin 100 ASieuni
Sova 2.00 szdumsueiu egluszduun 6/6 Sovaz 76.00 fifnsusaiiu ugni1 6/12 Sevaz

8.00 N15AF5MNEIALLNNSTUNANIVUA HIR15197 3

A1519% 3 WAN15MSIR319n18 (N = 50)

NaN13MI22319018 ?Sﬂ'u'm %’asaz
ftulanie (BMI)

< 18.5 kg/m? 2 4.00
18.5 - 22.9 kg/m? 25 50.00
23 - 24.9 kg/m? 9 18.00
25 - 29.9 kg/m? 12 24.00
30 - 34.9 kg/m? 1 2.00
> 35 kg/m? 1 2.00

auaulaiin (Blood pressure) (aunmuaudulaingawiausenealng, 2562)

Unh

17 34.00
(SBP < 130 mmHg uag DBP < 85 mmHg)
seauanuiulaialuniiougs
. 27 5400
(SBP 130 - 139 mmHg wag/%#58 DBP 85-89 mmHg)
ANUAULATIRgS et 1
. 6 1200
(SBP 140 - 159 mmHg wag/%58 DBP 90 — 99 mmHg)
9NSINSIAUVRILR (Heart rate)
1oen31 60 bpm 4 8.00
60 — 100 bpm 45 90.00
111N 100 bpm 1 2.00
dgussanmnisuaadiuszezlng (Visual acuity)
6/6 Tulu 38 76.00
6/9 - 6/12 8 16.00
wenN 6/12 4 8.00
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A5197 3 WaN15M$29319n18 (n = 50) (51)

NANIIASIVINNEY U Zevaz

n529319N181aunNg (Physical examination)
aussanInnslagwdsann Und 50 100.00
A52939NBlALLNNY Unf 50  100.00

L3 @ I~ [ ¢ al 1 & Y v o Ao 1 v
ﬂ'l?iJﬂiJUuiiusU@QLﬂJﬂLa@@V!ﬂﬁﬁEJE]QI‘ULﬂiu‘Vl‘VllllLU‘LFUBMWNIUH’WVI’N’]UWBU@’]H'W AINDYINEH

7159980 S98ay 90.00 Unf Nan1snsivaussanmen lilasunisnsiasasay 76.00 (Wasananunisal

lsadnwelidalalsun 2019) waunfiseay 83.33 Haunisesas 16.67 (AMNKFLATUNIIATIA 12 578)

Tnenuindu wuuiidnnisvenefsziudnies wazuuunauUandinn1se1efuazLuugany

nan1snsanauliiilaun@sesas 90.00 AIR15199 4

M1319% 4 Wan1IATIAIMWBWUANIS (n = 50)

NAN1SATIINeVIRIU{URNT U Sowaz
ANuaNYsaivasdadon (CBC)
szauslulnadu > 10 g/dL 50 100.00
STAUANULILTULEDA > 30 % 50 100.00
szAuLnanLden > 100,000 cell/mm? 50 100.00
nwanglanwisgvan (CXR)
Une 45 90.00
NAUNG 5 10.00
fauvwIndnlulonauuuYI (small pulmonary nodule in right 1 2.00
lower lung)
furluderiulandniios viieiboruuaavud (minimal pleural 1 2.00
effusion or thicken pleura)
wuseslsawiin fibroreticular USMUoAAIUUINAN (fibroreticular 1 2.00
infiltration right lower lung)
wufiouwAadauUsnadlagad 7 fuwth (abnormal calcified
anterior right 7™ rib) : 200
wilaladnties (Mild cardiomegaly) 1 2.00
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M13199 4 WaN1INTIIMNNMRIURUANT (n = 50) (6id)

NaN1SATIINeViRIU{URNS I Sowaz
dussanndan (Spirometry)*
lilasunsnea 38 76.00
1A5UN159573 12 24.00
Un# 10 83.33
NAUNG 2 16.67
wuusiansvenefiseRuantey 1 8.33
LLUUNE‘!NU@W&O’]ﬁﬂmisuEﬂEJ(;f’JLLazLLUUQW?u 1 8.33

aaulnisiala (EKG)

Uné a5 90.00

NaUNG 5 10.00
Wilaviesansgneln (Left ventricular hypertrophy) 1 2.00
Wilaviesuudels (Left atrium enlargement) 1 2.00
mazﬁﬂméfulaiaﬁmm w1m PVC (Occasional Premature
ventricular contraction) : 200
amzsiladuliaduane ¥l PAC (Premature atrial contraction) 1 2.00
aauliilafinun@ 98n Incomplete right bundle branch block 1 2.00

*LUaNANINTIFUITTONNUDANLLLINIINIATENTIaNNUen TavaunaulsannsuszneuaTnulasaainasy

a]wﬂmamimiaaqmmwiumiﬁwmiuﬁé’ummﬂﬁgq 50 AL ONBINUHUINIINITATIFAVAIN
auveulufisueinie w.a. 2557 vesauinulsnannn1susznaueITn wazdunndeuwissmelng
(@nALlsATINMSUSENOUD T NLAL A SNA LA TEmALNg, 2557) wuinansnsavinnulufisuetnels
(fit to work) $asaz 74.00 Tanunsavialuiisuenmeld (unfit to work) Sewaz 26.00 léun A
Tafings sedfufl 1 Josar 12.00 sefumaueafiuresmisia 2 413 udnd 6/12 Seuay 8.00 BMI faus
35 kg/m? Wl Yeway 2.00 Symptomatic occasional PVC 3awaz 2.00 uazaussannusniauns

wuunay Yendninnisvenemiiagiuuaniy seeag 2.00 fan1s1ai 5
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M1319% 5 wan1sUsziuauniaunisguamlunisineulunduainia (n = 50)

nan1sUseiiiy WU Fovaz
annsavinanlufisuannidld (fit to work) 37 74.00
Taianunsavireulufisuainidld (unfit to work) 13 26.00
NANINTIAINNEY
BMI > 35 kg/m? 1 2.00
awsilafings seAud 1 6 12.00
aussanImMseaTiusseslna uenii 6/12 4 8.00
EKG
ameziladiuliaiaye ¥ia PVC saufufiennis (Symptomatic 1 2.00
occasional PVC)
Spirometry
qumawamﬁwﬁmﬂﬁsuma@hl,t,azl,t,wq@f?u 1 2.00

5. aaUsiena
msﬂszLﬁuﬂmmw%fauma@mw’lumiﬁmmiuﬁé’ummm‘ﬁudawizﬂawﬁwmﬂaﬂswsaa

Amunu193gulunIsuIms 90013 wazatiunisaiuaulasnds 01Ul wazanInwInay
TumshauwAnfuiisuonia wa. 2562 FailingusrasdiieliiAnmnaasadounauyinnu was
digliAnemmamdoudugunmdmiumsvinuluiisuenmeegafivme Tneunsefiansoiatuld
Tuiiduenne wu msdneganelu nzesndiauludens uaznsiali (Workplace Safety and Health
council, 2010; Safe work Australia, 2022) %aﬁwiﬁ@ﬂﬁﬂ’@muﬂszaué’umwiéﬁ’ WNNTFIUNTOVIUUED

o Ao a 1 Y o = & A v o a 4
WQWUELUVIEJUEJ’mWﬁIéﬂWEJﬂ’]TIJ?%LﬂJu%‘fUﬂ’]WﬂEJULGU’W]’N']u SZNL‘IJ‘IJﬂi%‘U’Juﬂ’]iVW]ENﬂ’]LUUﬂWﬂWULLWWE’J

ey

21TIVAENS (NYNTTNTIAMNUANINTFINNIATIVFUNNALTITeLFE, 2563)
= 1 Y Y v 1 (- ¥ 1 = a

NHANTANYIAENUIELGTUN1saTIRdlreiduneye ogtdoundt 30 U uazUjias
Lsausedndn enatlesnniluedimdsdwiinedadondilaunseusiuguan uianuuuaeuany
o a A v Y a ¢ < v o ° =
WU IngAnTsunsguvsassesay 66.00 {usnisninisunnd Jemslimuugdinisanguyns
Aeuluvhanulungueinia wwensadvayuliauinnulasndedau Wewinasivuisedanta
MNMIFUYS U Meaniueuleuenled Feeunsaudeeendiauduiuglulnadu fimasdinegluden
lagniuu waziienadsoguninluszuzy1 (The National Institute for Occupational Safety and
Health, 2018) 91nwan1s@nwIAsslnuInliansavihailunguenald ddadiunganitnisiny
ludminsgeas (Chernbamrung, 2014) lnganvsmdnvesnishianunsavitaulundueainie Aemnunu

lafngs Genareafsiuiunisfinyineuniniiny Segay 11.75 dwumsfnwiaselinuanuiulaings
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Sovaw 12.00 udlunsfnwinudy auvmsesesnsldanmsavienduiisuendld Aennsuesii
YBIEBINUENTN 6/12 Taupnsinsnnsdnwnewnti uavendiesansiuulsernsfifnuiludmia
unsTwiiniiuautiesnddailildnanisinmiiunndneiu Tneds 2 amannsadnu ieudlald
wazdunUszdiunamdouynguamsmaslisuudle auvmeaulnitvialafiaund dawufesas 2.00
TndiAsstunisfnuluminszeesiinufevay 2.66 AuRaUNATINU fie occasional PVC uag
dednusyiRmuAunuigidriumsuseiiuiionnisledusande 1esannnsvheniluidueinie
gaflusseIniAsuRTIBaNeandiaun Wiednunzauutegeiisududeseenusaueay o1aneliin
adssionsAalaati vieansugadls wasnushlnsafudtlneangsunmd Sonafinisiarsan
NMSATRALEY WU Msfuaenuviedndvasndontiala ananmsanwmuiidumidedseinanie
daust 35 Alanfu/iuns 2 Sulvuusilvniinaumuguimidniesnn fnadensiedoudiseonain
fisuenmenstigniau 1w viunad sallufsgunsaiiaemdesalinudensutuiin enafime wWavin
vierRmeld §7iTnansuduiu 100 adwleundl densmeulwitwidlaudmuindu sinus tachycardia
wazgifdnasduinni 60 afuouniinsrandulnililaudamuindy sinus bradycardia ddlsifiu
Fovulunmsianulufidueinia (aunaulsrannisusenaueinuasduwindeuwiUssmelng, 2557;
NITNTWATITUAY NTUNITUNNY L5INEIUAUNSHIUIIYE, 2566)

faudinanisnyamuanyseiveadadenzasialinumuRaung Adaleudndulunismnsa
Aanseaflesainmsvhaulufiduennmeaiiesanmsvhaulufidueinirenafiusseniaifioondiausi
wnniinaudinnede anududurendend enaiinarenisvudeeendiauluiden (The National
Institute for Occupational Safety and Health, 2018) denalinunalufisueniels wazwin
\ndadendvniingiRmgannIsnsenunszunn wagldssienisidensonldite (aunaulsaainnis
UseneveTnuardawindeuuisUsemalne, 2557) nsasiaaussanmlaniausndulunisussdiy
anumfounsgunmlumsieniluiduenimnneoudiu Wesaninadenisldgunsaliosiu
maiumela (National Institute for Occupational safety and Health, 1979) LLazﬂizéjﬂﬁLﬁ@mﬂﬁ
weufinugaadleduiaansafiunsiavaeyhauld fenuanisasanuanuinunfidnties waglid
pmsinunfvesszuumadumelanliidudediialunsinnununusivesanuaulsaannnsuseney
Tnuardwindon wazainaudastudadsouwiand uwagmnsndudesanlantninnsesennie
NaN13M539 FEV, > 70 % fanunsaanuldntinninnsasenniale (National Fire Protection Association,
2016)

ansRnunfvesnmansienustiven dosfinnsanindderulunsuiifnunieli wu e
Uonsniau nsandeluszezunsnszane geaulug) (bullae) naomdanundluglunsrsenldines
(@unAnlsAaNnNNTUSENE U TNLAE AunndauusUsEmndlne, 2557) FsmamsAnerldwuanuiaund

slana1n o1aluidudeasndnvesnsvinnulundusinia
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HIDIINANWAULNINTT — 9ONYAINIUNNALANwMLIIRa1U wazUuTulsasdsdauay 70.00
919UN1TATIA step test wae grip strength AuAUENSUTERIUAIEgUA MM IYIUlunguaINA

v03UsEIADRaInIIAY (Sydney Water Commercial in Confined space, 2015)

6. Toiauauus
Tugiihfumsussdiuanumenlumsvihanuluniduenanuitluunaivg idsalliaunse

vieluidueneld (unfit to work) wu ausuladings anuausalunsueaiuszezlng @wnse
wilulasaen1ssny deulugilasunisuseidiuii unfit to work AISIFUNSSNYT wasldsunis

Usziumnunsaulunisvinaiugn

7. AnRnssuUsENIA
7.1 Wiasnanunisallsefnabisalalsun 2019 3999311n99N159598U 55N NUAYIN A

Wildmsavaussanmen Tuglinsunmsussdiuguammaienluniduenmeaynie wilavinmsdnusyin
lsaUsedi wagszuumaiumela 11UsenaunIngIasneLazn e $adnssen
7.2 Innuiinumsussdiuenunioumsaunmlunsvinnulunguenmesausd iun 1 unsiay
2563 i Tuil 31 SuAy 2565 difieq 50 AU BailTiuiutey 1iusrezaINTAN Y ITUIUYY
ielvilangudiegiaiuntulunisAinwmeassdnll
7.3 lifinmstuiinnmsgnuse Tadumimthnvessivianulungueinia laun gewgn gasua
¥ 1 A £ a wa = o ‘ﬂl U ‘i! U U va
N §Premde warguuinu sulutiszesnamsvihniluiduenma fesufudsduwuudnuse 1
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