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Guidelines for Environmental Impact
Assessment of Thailand’s Industrial Sector

for Sustainable Growth

Yutthajakr Uttajarern®, Natha Sawatenarakul**, and Thanin Silpcharu***

Abstract

This research aimed to study the guidelines for Environmental Impact Assessment (EIAJof
Thailand’s industrial sector for sustainable growth. Qualitative and quantitative research methods
were employed in this study. The qualitative data was derived from an in-depth interview with 9
experts from government offices, academic experts, and EIA consultants. The quantitative data was
collected using a questionnaire survey with 500 samples of EIA approved companies. The samples
were divided into 2 groups. The first group was the business located in an industrial estate, and the
second was outside the industrial estate. The data were analyzed with descriptive statistics, reference
statistics, and multiple statistics.

The results found that the guidelines for EIA of Thailand’s industrial sector for sustainable
growth comprising of law including the assessment should cover public health study, EIA consultant
including the consulting company should be experienced and expertise, resources including the
business should have environmental specialists who have experience and expertise in environment,
and community including the business should inform corrective actions to the related people or
communities. The hypothesis testing found that the business located in the industrial estate and the
business located outside the industrial estate gave no-different importance to the guidelines for EIA
with statistical sienificance at 0.05.

The analysis of the structural equation model comprised of 4 latent variables including legal,
consultant, resources, and community. For the measurement model analysis, the results were over
the minimum criteria and consistent with the empirical data with Chi-square probability was 0.127,
relative Chi-square was 1.163, goodness of fit index was 0.972, and root mean square error of
approximation was 0.018.
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