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Health Beliefs, Knowledge, and Machine
Hazard Preventive Behaviors among
Burmese Migrant Workers in

Samut Sakhon Province

Pichitra Patipat*
Abstract
Foreign workers are at a greater risk of accidents than Thai workers. The health
beliefs based on experience and knowledge can lead to preventive behaviors. This
research aimed to study the relationship of health beliefs and knowledge about machine
hazard prevention with behaviors of preventing hazards from working with machines. A
cross-sectional was conducted among 323 Burmese migrant labors in Samut Sakhon
Province recruited through a simple random sampling method. The research used the
interview form divided into 4 parts: personal information, health beliefs, knowledge and
preventive behaviors. It has been tested for accuracy and difficulty according to
measurement and evaluation standards. Data were collected between June - September
2017. The data were analyzed using percentage, mean, standard deviation, and Pearson's
correlation.
The study found that most of the Burmese workers in Samut Sakhon Province were
male (54.8%), average age 27.99 + 6.89 years, graduated from secondary school (39.6%),
had experience working with machines 1-5 years (53.9%). From the correlation coefficient
analysis, it was found that the health beliefs about machine protection were significantly
related positively with the machine protection behavior (p <0.01). When classifying each
item, it was found that the perceived susceptibility, perceived severity, and perceived
barriers were correlated with the machine hazard preventive behaviors significantly
(p<0.01). However, it was found that the knowledge of machine hazard protection did
not correlate with machine prevention behaviors. Recommendations should focus on
promoting activities that make migrant workers aware of the risks and violence to

increase the level of behavior of protection against hazards from working with machines.
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