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Prevalence of Hearing Threshold Shift
among Chemical Industrial Workers:
A Comparison of NIOSH and OSHA

Threshold Shift Criteria

Dr.Theerasit Chernbamrung, M.D., M.Sc. (Occupational Medicine)

Dr.Sureerat Theerawanichtrakul, M.D., M.Sc. (Health Research and Management)

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to compare
the prevalence of abnormal hearing tests among
workers from 8 chemical industries using NIOSH
and OSHA criteria with or without age correction.
This study was conducted in 8 chemical industries
in eastern region of Thailand which provided
annual hearing tests by occupational medicine
department, Rayong Hospital (2011-2015 AC).
Participants with 2 year-consecutive audiograms
were included. First audiogram served as baseline
audiogram for annual test interpretation using
NIOSH and OSHA criteria

Results from the research revealed
that prevalence of significant threshold shift
(NIOSH), standard threshold shift (OSHA),
and standard threshold shift with age
correction were 22.15-31.91%, 4.83-14.85%, and

Sirinthip Chanduaywit, M.Sc. (Occupational Health)
Wantanee Hwanraruen, B.N.S.

Wanida Inchit, B.N.S.

Department of Occupational Medicine, Rayong Hospital

2.34-5.29%, respectively. No baseline revision
caused the rising of prevalence. OSHA criteria
with age correction showed possibility of high
specificity, while NIOSH criteria showed possibility
of high sensitivity for occupational noise induced
hearing loss screening.

The research recommendations for further
study were : (1) comparison studly to demonstrate
sensitivity and specificity of each criteria; (2)
results of proper baseline revision for significant
threshold shift and standard threshold shift; and

(3) similar studies in other industrial sectors.
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Significant threshold shift / Standard
threshold shift / Age correction/ Audiograms
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Juszeznauu yladlenaagdeaussaninnis
l#Buainmsien viefiBenin lsauszamyden
NLF9AY (noise-induced hearing loss; NIHL) R
Dulsalundunisgaydenisiidunnssuudszamnis
SULd4 (sensorineural hearing loss; SNHL) ﬁmm&;
Mnnslasuduiadosiidanniauly lussogannis
fufariunuismefiverhlnAlsntu avmuesnme
qmﬁamﬂé’@uﬁuﬁadw Ananideafidaiuluyile
\AALsINa (mechanical disturbance) W1luvinane
duwadvuiiegneluviesuiunesluy Fsdmidulse
PnsinufidfuazeraiTiiAnaufins e
nsnsvanssan1mn1slaBuduninsaed
AliusnIsmansunndaniunsinediingussase
Weldmsiudn Hid1Sun1ssiadadiuaiuisaly
nsladulninield wisduindesiiivdla Tuns
pavaussnamnislaBuiiu FBduiiteunniian
fo nansiaaussannnsliBufieinimsianis
1§38 (audiometry) 1psarndudaiivhnsnsials
ADUTN9918 H91aldune uazlaensdy (auiaulsa
NMsUsznaUIINuar AaIndonuvieUssimalne,
2558) n3nsavaussnn1nnisléduiionsdnnses
150 (screening audiometry) Wunsnsvaussann
msleBuildluaued ey srensudesdnymno
Foauians lasasraanizninindsakiuenis
Wiy Ssorasiiunsasasldslusnulsznouns
Tumheusnisansisaavgugll Turdtnunndeds
nUAIERS waelurdlsudInTnsIIAY U Y
NYTUNARN NIATIENTION NS IABUTENNIAR
nseslanil avthlugnsdansowmastiostulsausyam
ydeundesdadundn wazezldnanasslily
nsfnnsesnnrgadonisladuainavndug de
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f“fUmsmaaamsamwnwslﬁﬁuﬁugm (baseline
audiometry) Mdunisnsivaussaninnisladud
asvneuiiawiauesdnlUiududadosts w3
wnniivhauduiadssssluudassernamil (s
Junalaluudn) nsasavaussanmmsladuiiy
g1uil el duogaiugudiolivieudleutuse
nsnsanswiold Wiolifansanin nansnsaslunde
solulinisanasvessyaun1sinaunsold (@uiaulsa
nnsUsEneUaTnuazAsnndeuuislszimeale,
2558) lagUseniAnsuaiannIshasAUATaINTNIY
Beq vdninaiuazrIinisdnvinlasanisoyingnns
Tedulugnuusynaufanis w.a. 2553 lamuuali
anuUszneunsaesilananisingulisulfieuiu
foyafiugrunnedsivinnisnsaanssanimnslidu
Trunndnauiidnsnlasenis fvuassesnaiiias
éfaw‘hmimmmimaﬂammmwmﬂé’@uﬁugm
ao1duanulasnsglarautelun1syina UL d
(The national Institute for Occupational Safety
and Health; NIOSH) muumlbsinsianielulainiy 30 Ju
wdaninudn Auieuiussdeatisinlasenis
ausn¥nstagu dmsungrunevesusemalne L
Tt nunszeza1919 4 9991115R5290151 599
aussannmsldBuiiugly saeimuelidels
wamwTmausaamwmﬂé@uﬁugmmLLé"J NNy
YU sEnalnglanMuualALIgI 1NN ITATILA
awvhausunsuanely 7 Sy tudeusSudiunedne
NIIUNANITNTIV (NTUATARNITHATANATOINTNY,
2553) 11955 1UANNUTENAYRIEITNNUUTINGAIY
Uaonsdguazo1ta ounile (Occupational Safety and
Health Administration; OSHA) way NIOSH Useine
ANSFOIISNT ANIMTUALTLUBNEN1SATIVEUTIONN
IgBuiionsiseSdlsaanmsvausenisudana
LLUULﬁauﬁuﬁa;&aﬁugmmmﬁmﬁu (NIOSH, 1998;
OSHA, 1983; NHCA, 2003) Tngn15n539@u33001nn1g
Igduiiefnan (monitoring or annual audiometry)
dunsnsreaussaninnisladuiildainnisnsa
AU UAduTaED R 8-hr TWA faust 85 dBA Tu
1U eviteadns NIOSH wazesfns OSHA uaza
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ngvunevesUsmalneimualiviniufe fansia
ogetiosnn 1 U BsezgmiluivSouiiisuiunans
smaammmwmﬂﬁ@uﬁugmﬁiﬁmﬂmimmﬂ%
usn sieeradunanisnsinaussan nnisleudia
miU%JU‘ﬁujﬁuslmj (revised baseline audiometry)
dioph awhautuflsesunsldBuanaminfunie
1 ilosnezdosihnsnsiamenileunsuriiniidu
seevogatiosyn 1 Yunguauyia (NIOSH, 1998
way OSHA, 1983)

A NSUUTTLAUNITUIIHANITATIVANTTOAIN
msléBuiiefinany (monitoring audiometry) T
ngvEneveslseinalneimualiued1udmans
asaaliaurhausunsunmely 7 Yu dudusiu
Funes1anIUNan15ATI9 Wieatuiunsdives
ﬂﬁmi'sfuamsamwrmlé’@uﬁugm (nsuadafnig
WATANATOINY, 2553) NIOSH aualildinost
“Significant Threshold Shift” Famunefia fnns
\fisFures hearing threshold daus 15 dB FulU Tag
ﬁamzmu,sJﬂL*‘ﬁluLwiasmmﬁ'mamwiag%wa Audith
ynUseiiulawn 500, 1000, 2000, 3000, 4000 Lkag
6000 Hz WisuifleusswintemansranisidBuiiugu
ﬁumamim’sﬂuﬂ%’jﬁ]m}ﬁu Famawuin fieuie
UndAunamiging axiinnsnsagitedududn
a%1 (confirmation audiometry) TngA3vas NIOSH 2¥
Lilafiansandaduainey (age correction) (NIOSH,
1998) upN31NI0VDY NIOSH Wi §ediisn153Asen
NANTIvENTIONMNAISIEBY Munasives OSHA
Avun “Standard Threshold Shifts” 11 OSHA 29
C.FR. 1910.95 Tngasfiansanannaadevossaiu
AnsleBulugnemaud 2000, 3000 way 4000 Hz 984
yuiazd1e Inginanisnsiaaussanmnslaguly
Uduseuiieufunanisnsiaaussaninnislédy
flug1u mnnudn AnadevessedunislaBuludag
AT Ina L RNTuR s 10 Wwdiua Ul axdet
i “Standard Threshold Shift” %ﬁﬁimi’]zﬁmﬁ]
Usutladuaneny (age correction) wsalaiflsl (non-
mandatory) (OSHA, 1983) LardmusunanIInsIafi
WU “Standard Threshold Shift” flaztilusisau

11 OSHA Form 300, Log of Work-Related Injuries
and linesses (OSHA, 2004) azsaaiiiauluvisanste
il (1) Anadevesszdumsladulutasanud 2000,
3000 way 4000 Hz voydaiu fedaud 25 wiiua
FulU waz (2) doadumsayidenisliBunifetoiv
meviau Tngldsumsussidiuanngidenmgiilssul
ouaA wazUszilumuuuamaiszylilu 29 CFR
1904.5 (OSHA, 2011)
Yagtuanulsznaunisdiulugideladinng
andunislasaimseysnenisladuetunsinin lag
onfndenniiniungundsatiiiulasinislingy
fau wanansl@Budemaulanauuuaiafedlaly
wuuiisuamiidvunlilungrang uaglilidawa
nsnsaalininauitinaudsuwuassedunislétu
dofisuiudoyatiugrutiiunsnsasiauiissy
Wlunguune Fafnuszduderany 919 winaau
UsENaUMSHUaNANNIIATFIUANUTEMNAYEY OSHA
iemnsdsuudassedunsldunuuannsgu
LL@%ﬂﬂiLﬂﬁauLLﬂaQisc-"fumilé’@mmwwsgmﬁﬂ%’u
HafuduorgBaunninaainngmnevesUszinelie
wildunpsgrumsedeunsiofisensuiuduana
gfanauandnsnnsiasuulassediunslagu
wuuddiyednsls uaznmsuanauuulaiiazaeluns
FedemsgydemslaBunnmsinuiudesiaile
thlugnmsithse Tquamitanaslstundnaniuusoy
an1udsgnaunis
n9idelishmasudisuanuynuesaia
Anunfveskansvausionmnislddudeinausives
NIOSH wag OSHA fifinsiiansanuaylaifiansanuiu
U99891n918 (with or without age correction) GN
anuusznauntsnete U foRlndulumungmne
WisuunsUTRnanaustanaduilieuwin (naus
183 OSHA) Tnglaifinisufudayaiugrunuuuamad
\Huanna InedingusrasdilensSouiiisunnuynues
nswasuudasseiunislaBuainuansivanssanm
nsldBudiolinausives NIOSH uaz OSHA siafifins

f1sauagliinnsanyiuidadeainenglunidnau
US¥Manavnssuansiadl




2. A5ANRWBNIIANE
sULUUMTITell WWunsAnyilamssaunnia

$iInv274 (cross-sectional descriptive study)
2.1 Uszvnsiianen
ndudszrnslunisfineniifentneu 1,300 3
MnuTEngeavnssuatsiall 8 uvs Aldsunig
n3manssnamnsiiBulnelamerunassoos s
WA 2554 £ W.A. 2558 NAuIBE1aNTITeRe NaY
Usprnsfiamuadenadn
NIINITAREENNANAIBE11311ATINT
348 (inclusion criteria) laun winauuien
9AAIMNSTATSLATITITHANIATIVANTIANINANT
lguegeoy 2 Ydnsiafu drunaeinisdnian
NALFI8E199aNINATINTIY (exclusion criteria)
¥un nifnauugnenavnssuansaininansie
aussanwnslasuiies 1 U (Uunansivaussanin
msladuiidudeyaiiugulutidu)
2.2 Mafiusausandoya it 2 Susou il
Fumouil 1 avidsdefadruasnislas
NYIUIATELDUALHUTMTUTENERAMNTTUATTLA
ileveeuaelidoya
Fumouil 2 Uszaruvadoyaiinaniu
Usgnaunislagussanufuniissudisuiinseugua
nsnsaussanmnsiagulininu
2.3 MsAsvidaya
fAdethdoyafisiusmmnldiamuniiauysal
AsUiU IdAsgiiieeLgnUesNsUABUUAS
yesnansIvaNssanmnsladuideieuiunansan
ammmwmﬂﬁ@uﬁugm (baseline audiogram) 71
ddnlunsiihselsauszanmmyidonannisiany
dudadosdsluguuuuresiiuiuiarsevas toua
1) ﬂ’J’]iJ‘Qﬂ‘U’eJ\‘]ﬂ’]iL‘UEdﬁlEJ‘I,JLLUa\‘Iizﬁ‘UﬂW
laBuluudfny (significant threshold shift) au

4MIg1UVBY NIOSH
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2) ﬂ’)’]uﬁﬂ%a\‘iﬂﬁLU?ﬂIEJULL‘UaQEZﬁUfﬂi
1@BukuuNInIgIU (standard threshold shift) a1y
1ASFILY8Y OSHA wuuiisslalldiunsuiuuitiade
ﬁmmq (without age correction)

3) mflmgﬂmaamsLﬂﬁauwaqisﬁumi
TiBULUUINATHILANNIATEUYES OSHA wuudilel
SumsuTuunUadesnuengud (with age correction)

namsvasIn M slaBuiiiudoyaiugn
(baseline audiogram) dmsuiseiine nansam
aussnnmnsléBuafusngatufoudayihnll

ToNTUNLATETTIU (ethical consideration)
nsAnuIdeildunnuifureuanangnssins
a3ussnuluauide Tsameiuiaszees 1avil RYH
9/2560 Tnegfidelidoyafianulsznoumaidugiiu
Sl TaeldsumnuBugesainaniulszneunsi
ilulasinsidelaense

3. NAN1SANYI

mMeTeiliwnuionn 1,300 Mearnanu
Usgnaunsgeanvinssuansiadl 8 wis Adndaslunis
undail dulua Juminauneene 1,153 519 An
ufesas 88.69 ongradevamtinaungusiegig
Wi 36.23 U

Nan$IdenuIn AmnugnvesnTlasullas
SEAUNTIABULUUAAEMLLNEIUDT NIOSH Tullaay
UllAseninedeay 22.15 fefesay 31.91 AIUYN
resmsUdsuuUasseAunsliBuLuInsgIueY
wnauaivas OSHA TunsasUiAnsenineseeay 4.83 i
Joway 14.85 LLa3m’ﬁJ‘Qﬂ‘U?NmiL‘UgEJuLLUa\ﬁsﬁ‘Uﬂﬁ
unuuinasguldunmsusunidedesmoigudn
Tuwsiagdilenseninedeuas 2.34 fafosar 5.29 518
azBoasauandunisei 1
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M13799 1 MIAUTHUTEUANNYNVDININIUTTHANTINENTTANMNSIABURAUN AN aUeIves NIOSH
waz OSHA 7in1sisasaslifiasanUsutaduanesy

NARSIVFUTIONINAS AT

N.A. 2555 N.A. 2556 W.A. 2557  WN.A. 2558
§runudsransianun (total population) 711 AY 789 AU 748 AY 835 Ay
NANNSATIAASIUSN (baseline audiograms) 70 AU 155 AU 164 AU 249 AU
I1UIUNGUAIDE (target population = N) 641 AU 634 AU 584 AU 586 AU
wumsUasunlasseaunslasy
0w 142 AU 188 AU 169 AU 187 AU
NIOSH WUUEALY
o , (22.15%)  (29.65%)  (28.94%)  (31.91%)
(significant threshold shift)
wumswasuulassesunisladu
OSHA 31 Al 76 AU 65 AU 87 AU
LUUNINTFTIU
. . (4.83 %) (11.99%) (11.13%) (14.85%)
(standard threshold shift)
OSHA i 2 e nae
- o punsilasuslassEaunIslaou
1N15Usu 15 AU 32 AY 29 AU 31 AY
o LUULINTF U
Ua3m31n . , (2.34%) (5.05%) (4.97%) (5.29%)
el (standard threshold shift)

UIUNAUAIBENS (target population = N)

W3OS UN19ATINENTTANINNITIABUTIvaA Y

waazUinsUasukUas Ny ursoanadiodaind
NNU ML wareananulusenIel d1usu
winnud niluwsasddadudninanisnsinss

wsn (Junansivaussaninnisladuiiugiu) i

1 Snuuszang videwinnuiinanseaussanin
nsléBuly ne. 2550 Wudeyaiugiuanasdos 1
idesanmseenanauvesmiinaniluusiasd lneny
1 fevazvemmtinauuitnenamnssuasaiviiing
asansleBuRnUnfazaniintudos q s1waziden
Fannd 1
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40
i / —_—
20 — %SigTS (NIOSH)
— %STS (OSHA)

0 /\,/' — %STS with age correction (OSHA)

1 /
/’-
0

2555 2556 2557

2558

A 1 SegazvasninnuuIEngaavnssuasAlindnansan1saguRaUun® w.A. 2555-2558

dleldinaiues NIOSH nu3n Sewvazaes
wiinuuTEngramnssiasaififinansanslatu
WasuwUasuuuddey (% SigTS) ﬁLLuﬂﬁuLﬁmgﬁTu
oy qiumia::ﬂLﬁaﬂmﬂazamaawamnﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂa
nUneunisiufuntdnauiinuauiaunisie
Tnalluseningg dlewsufisufudesasveminay
AfseiunslaBuUAsuuUaUUINASEIY (% STS)
wavSevazveantnyuiidsyaunislauuasuulas
wuvImspIuiviutadesuengud (% STS with
age correction) WU 508aYBIAURAUNRNLLY
Tufivgetutudentu

4. andananII@NK
uansnulunuideiianuaenadestua
Furounth FsAnwmanismsnaussanmnslaey
(audiograms) 9MUU 1,619,724 2UUUDINTNIU
539,908 AW 1N 17,348 UTE luseinaansgoiiing
JEdeA.A. 2001-2010 wummqmmmiw?ﬂlauwm
syAunslaBunuudIALy (significant threshold shift)
AULNITD9 NIOSH Sosay 20 %qqaﬂ’jwmmsqﬂmaa
m3L‘U‘SsJuLLUaﬁzé’umﬂé’@mmummgm (standard
threshold shift without age correction) AnaLNEU
999 OSHA (fowaz 14) uazdmiunsiudsuutas
sedunsleBunuuansguiviudedesueny
(standard threshold shift with age correction) Wu

ﬂ?ﬂuﬁﬂﬁaaﬁqm (59waz 6) (Masterson, Sweeney,

Deddens, Themann,& Wall, 2014) agalsinuds
$rinvesnuidelundsilae %Jﬂm’faagal,ﬁ'mﬁué’ﬂwmz
nsvhanududadssiavamunauiazsne 399190
vendainsilulsayfavsednlilidanu
mAfedifuadausnlulsamalneditnisinw
WIBUIBUAIUYN VB INANTIFANTIONINNITLABY
ApunAluninauTEngaamnsasiafindnng
AATIRUNUN VRS NIOSH waz OSHA o814l
fnnu Fedriavesiuidvilfe lufifeyaseduides
Tuanuivihauvesntnanuudazse Jedailduus
WYNNGUYBINTNIUAUTEAUVRINTHUAALHY S
1 (exposure groups) auselalléguun e QL
01y UsgiRduiiaansviesunsviinfienaiinarenis
168y yafesyidlsayluein uaz luldihiluGes
nsnsanaussonmnslédusiniely 30 Jumud
AQMUNEAMUA (confirmation audiometry) F5ndu
Tumsussifiunmsi@susdassedunislaBuwuud ey
(significant threshold shift) waz lulleasginisusu
AnsldBuiiugiu (baseline revision) Bnvtedafin
WigaanuUsEnaun1sUsENAgD 3997138 Ua 9110
Tunisveneraludminaululssinnenainnssy
Juq Tivhanududades
deiFeuiiisuiudeyannauidedu q u
Usgmelng wud danuaenndeiuaniduneumin
FadnwgiRmsaivomiinauiinsudsuulasesiu
N15LABULUULINIFIY (standard threshold shift)




1196817173 ﬂ]"lﬂ»lﬂﬂ@@ﬁill,l,ﬂzqﬁﬂﬂ']w

U7l 10 atiufl 36 dazdndounngunias - famnan 2560

Yoantinau 224 918 Tuanuusenaunis 10 wnis lu
Fimdaveunnulaenugtnisaivesnaiudsuutas
FEAUNITIABULUUNINTFIUTREAE 6.3 LATNIT
WaguuUassgAunslaBuluuinasguiuiutade
Aueny Sesaz 5.4 (asalfing Auen, wal lvede,
YIYBUN Buud. 35S Beneg, nila suisauia,
uazunIwg Agdus, 2559) BefimnalndlAsanniuna
msdnwfnuluamAdeaded fusih lunmsfnunazll
lewanguifmuAnunfvessefunslaBurenans
nansldBundausnesntu edslsii nsfnwide
adsiivinlunguitiognefifisiuiuinnniiuasiinanis
pyvaussan s liBudoundmansTunnnia e
WU URaNTSANYIENUT AN TazauueInIy
ﬁmﬂn&ﬁuqa%ﬂmmasﬂ uaﬂﬂmﬁ’mjuqmmmsim
arsiafidafianuuanstauazdunig Sauonainnis
duiaAssiauddinsduiamnaiidunsefienads
Hansenuson1sagula
dlewIsuiiisufuauidednaduiidne
aussaninnishasulundnauuivvndauaines
ABILNIAWDS 91U 464 AU WU WiNIWENIS
WasuwlassziunslaBuuuuinmsgudesas 10.99
(ilsszyisuiiadoaneguiols) Tnewuin Uaded
frnuduiusiiu standard threshold shift Tumiinau
nduiloghaditeddmead i orgnsvhan 147
ulu srernamsduiadestannnt 8 dalusoty
waz nskildeunsaidesiudunsieandes (@13n3
Hosni, onad Jauna, waziiadins aslnyadia,
2555) FdlndiReatunansiseluadsduidofinausu
Hhduduegeenluudurulumsideinu fimsan
awesfeazvasHanInTIaTiaUnAaLiueean
nsfnwluadsillaildusudeyaiugudehly
anugnlundasDiuualvugedudosq Tundasd
ynaaulsznaunslasiiunisuiudeyatiugu
agliiAnnsdmifnaudunisasagiaiely
30 Junufingmainedivua (nsuadafnisuas
ALATOILTNY, 2553) tnnLAuaud iy Fensaiy

anun1saldagiuianiudsenaunisdiulugves
Uszwmalnedelifinisuiananisha dukuusisunu

TayaiiugIu wazanuusznaunsiauiiunisula
ALl uiuteyaiugukaiounmuallaunsauiu
Toyanugiuldegregniesmundniziniswazidu

a@1na (National Institute for Occupational Safety
and Health, 1998), (National Hearing Conservation
Association, 2003) uagnsidedislailaduduainui
Heftovostoyafiugrudonislinansiaussonm
nsliBuniafirenniusunaniausnanuazlaifinnst
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