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Abstract

This descriptive correlation research aimed to study factors related to caregiver practices in caring for
hospitalized toddlers with acute illness, and to study the relationship of the medical regimen, the experience
of caring of sick child, anxiety, and the communication between nurses and caregivers to caregivers’ practice
of caring for a child with acute illness. The samples were 85 caregivers who were providing care for toddlers
with acute illness and admitted to a pediatric general ward, 2 tertiary hospitals, northern Thailand. Research

instruments included sociodemographic, the practices of caregiver on acute illness questionnaire, the
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Factors Related to Caregiver Practices in Caring
for Hospitalized Toddler with Acute IlUness

communication between nurses and caregiver’s questionnaire, and the State-Trait Anxiety Inventory Form Y-1
(STAI Form Y-1). Data were analyzed by using descriptive statistics, Pearson product-moment, Spearman’s rank
correlation coefficient, and the point-biserial correlation coefficient.

The results showed caregivers’ overall mean scores of practices in caring for hospitalized toddlers
was at a high level. A significant negative correlation was found between anxiety and the practice of caregiver
in caring for hospitalized toddlers, (r = -.214, p < .05), and communication between nurses and caregiver showed

statistically significant positive relationship to caregivers’ practice of caring for hospitalized toddlers (r = .430,

p < .01).

The results of this study serve as preliminary information about caregiver practice in caring for

hospitalized toddlers and related factors. It may be used as guidelines in planning nursing care of children with

acute illness and their families

Keywords : caregiver practices/ toddlers care/ the experience of caring of sick child/ anxiety/ communication

between nurses and caregivers/ toddlers with acute illness
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