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Fathering Experience Of Male Teenagers
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Abstract

The qualitative research purpose was to describe fathering experiences of male teenagers. The
informants were teenage fathers aged 15-19 who had teenage wives and had experiences in taking care of his
baby after delivery between 3-6 months. Data were collected by using the in-depth interview with tape-record
and until saturated data with the 14 informants. Tape-recorded interviews were transcribed verbatim. Data
were analyzed by using Colaizzi’s method.

The findings revealed that the fathering experiences of male teenagers could be categorized into 4
major themes as follows. 1) Unreadiness of father to have a child gave a life lesson by causing them early
school leaving, inadequate income and having to work hard with no career choice due to low educational
level. 2) Lives were not the same regarding duties and responsibilities; having to change their habits, becoming
a responsible adult who had to work to earn an income, and love family and plan for a better future. 3) Lives
could be moved on by moral support that came from the child, family members and surrounding people.

4) Essential support was requested in term of childrearing, financial support and hospital guidance.
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