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Abstract

The purpose of this descriptive predictive research were to examine depression in patients with
chronic heart failure, and identify the factors that would predict depression using the Uncertainty in Illness
theory. A convenience sample of 110 persons with chronic heart failure were recruited from OPD Cardio of
three the tertiary hospitals in Bangkok. Research instruments were six questionnaires, including the assessment
of Demographic data, depression, uncertaintyin illness, dyspnea, health literacy and social support. Content
validity of questionnaires was validated by experts and the Cronbach’s alpha coefficients ranged from 0.73 - 0.89.

Data were analyzed using Pearson’s product moment correlation coefficient and multiple regressions.
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The major findings were as follows:Twenty-four patients with chronic heart failure (26.50%) had CES-D score

ranged from 16-29. Dyspnea, health literacy and uncertainty in Illness were significantly correlated with

depression among patients with chronic heart failure. (r = .48, -.38 and .26 respectively, p<.05). While social

support was no significantly correlated with depression among patients with chronic heart failure.

Dyspnea, health literacy, social support and uncertainty in illness could significantly predict to depression and

together accounted for 38.4% of the variance explained in depression. (R® = .384, F = 16.36, p< .05)

Keywords : Dyspnea, Health literacy, Social support, Uncertainty in illness, Depression,
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