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Abstract

The purpose of this descriptive study was to study factors relating to loss to follow-up among
schizophrenia patients enrolled in the community hospitals in Chachoengsao province. 154 schizophrenia
patients with age of 20-60, a history of losing follow up more than a week, non-compliant to medication,
normal perception, and had no communication deficit were selected through systematic sampling.

The instruments used for this study include 1) personal information questionnaire, 2) recipient context
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questionnaire, 3) medication adherence questionnaire, 4) social support questionnaire, and 5) knowledge about
schizophrenia and medication. Statistics used for data analysis were frequency, percentage, mean, standard
deviation, Pearson’s Product Moment Correlation Coefficient, Spearman’s Correlation, and Chi-Square.

The results showed the schizophrenia patients enrolled in the community hospitals in Chachoengsao
province for fiscal year 2012 had lost to follow-up for 1-4 times, 69.5% loss to follow up 1 time,There was
statistically significant negative relationship between age andloss to FU.(P<.05) Marital status, monthly income,

residing with whom, duration of being illed and 11 reasons of loss to FU had statistically significant positive

relationship with loss to FU.(P<.05)

Nurses at primary care hospitals could employ these findings as a base in developing provocative

nursing plan to re-constitute, promote, and enhance medical compliance in schizophrenia patients. By doing

so, patient independency becomes more possible.

Keywords : schizophrenia patients/ loss to follow-up
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