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SSTRACT

semcuction: Human immunodeficiency virus has spread worldwide. Aimost 50% of Thai people fiving with HIV/AIDS
#= women. Thai women with HIV/AIDS have a diminished quality of life and are unable to deal with the threatening
~=on they face. Previous studies revealed family support was most important for these women by influencing their
oo strategies. It is unknown whether spouses, mothers, fathers, children. or other relatives typically provide
soot and the type of support provided. Health care providers must focus on selected factors, such as. type of
» members and types of support infected women receive in order to understand the support needs of these
"= women and their significant family members who provide such support.
: The purpose of this study was to: (a) explore relationships between selected factors, family support and
Soro strategies of Thai women with HIV/AIDS, and (b) qualitatively explore perceptions of these women about
== of family support and type of support they receive and coping strategies.

ssarch Method: Triangulation combining gquantitative and qualitative methods was used. For phase 1. 111 Thai
==n with HIV/AIDS were selected from the infectious out patient clinic at the Amy hospital, and completed

aires relating to their demographic data, family support, and coping strategies. For phase Hi. twenty-five of

- oha=se | subjects were recruited to participate in an in-depth interview.

== Analysis: Quantitative data were analyzed using Pearson Correlation. Content analysis was used to analyze the
==tive data.

=suits: Quantitative findings revealed age and family support had a positively significant

=cation with coping strategies {r= 249, p<.01: r=292, p<01) respectively. Qualitative findings found that family
—oers provided the most psychophysiological support. Based on marital status of the subjects, six single subjects

s==d the most emotional and physical support from female siblings. Eleven married subjects received the most

stonal and financial support from spouses and mothers. Six widowed subjects received the most emotional
soort from their mothers. Two subjects remarried receiving the most emotional and informational support from
sanclusion: The findings provide guidance for development of support systems, particularly the type of support
swied by family members. Study findings suggest information support needs to be provided for this particutar

oo and their significant family members to strengthen the ability of HIV/AIDS Thai women to deal with the full

o= of disease ramifications.

S=pwords: psychophysiological support, family support, qualitative method, quantitative method
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