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Abstract

Background: Nursing students at the Royal Thai Army Nursing College (RTANC) are in a high risk
age group, and as such are prone to be persuaded to engage in negative behaviors. They are separated
from their families, and also subjected to an intense academic environment and strict army discipline that
requires conformance. Some academic years, there are several nursing students who fail to graduate.
Some students repeated classes, some quit school. According to a report from the Preparation Department
at the RTANC, thirteen nursing students did not graduate on time. There were several reasons for their
academic failure. Six students failed because their GPA was too low. Three students displayed
inappropriate behaviors, and four students were willing to pursue studies in another school (Preparation
Department, 2010). The reasons for academic failure and negative behaviors of these students maybe
connected to their happiness in school, or less likely, their bonding to their school. This study explored
experiences of students bonding with school to prevent academic failure, promote academic achievement,
and also decrease risky negative behaviors exhibited by army nursing students. Method: Forty key
informants were selected from army nursing students. Qualitative data were collected through four focus
groups. The focus groups were divided into 4 groups of ten each, including 1* year, 2™ year, 3“ year, and
4" year students. The focus groups took 45 - 60 minutes each and used tape recording, notes, and
observation. Analysis: Content analysis was used to analyze the data following the six steps of Johnson &
LaMontagne (1993). Results: Six themes were found: (1) Pride in being an army nursing student, (2)
Attachment with friends, classmates, and teachers, (3) Attachment to the nursing profession and the army
image, (4) Commitment to academic achievement, (5) Involvement in school activities and representing the
school, and (6) Family reinforcement. Conclusions: RTANC would benefit by recognizing students’
perceptions of school bonding and the study results would be the guideline for encouraging the feeling of
pride in oneself and school, enhancing relationships among teachers, friends, and classmates, facilitating
students’ positive image of school and the nursing profession, and providing various activities to enhance

academic excellence, and influence the feelings of pride in themselves and their school.

Keywords: School Bonding, The Royal Thai Army Nursing College, Army Nursing Students
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