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The Use of Morphine and Marijuana for Patients in Palliative Care
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Abstract

Palliative care is a specialized medical care aimed at improving the quality of life of patients
with life-limiting illnesses. Patients in palliative care often experience various symptoms such as pain, anxiety,
depression, and loss of appetite. Morphine and marijuana are commonly used medications for managing these
symptoms.

Morphine is a powerful opioid medication that is effective in treating severe pain. It works by binding
to opioid receptors in the brain and blocking the transmission of pain signals. Morphine is usually administered
orally, intravenously, or subcutaneously. Despite its effectiveness in pain management, morphine has side

effects such as sedation, respiratory depression, and constipation.
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Marijuana, on the other hand, is a medicinal plant that contains cannabinoids such as tetrahydrocannabinol
and cannabidiol. It is commonly used for managing symptoms such as pain, anxiety, and nausea. Marijuana
can be administered orally or through inhalation. It has fewer side effects than morphine and is generally
well-tolerated.

The use of morphine and marijuana in palliative care has been a subject of debate. Some healthcare
professionals are concerned about the potential for addiction and abuse of these medications, while others
argue that they are safe and effective for managing clinical symptoms. They can also improve the quality of

life of patients in palliative care. However, healthcare professionals should carefully evaluate each patient’s

needs and use a clinical approach in medication management.

Keywords: Palliative care, Morphine, Marijuana, Drug abuse
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