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Learning by Reflective Practice in Advanced Pediatric Nursing Practicum:
Experience and Learning Results of Graduate Nursing Students
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Abstract

The Purpose of participatory action research were to describe experience and learning results of
master student nurses by learning through reflective practice in advanced pediatric nursing practicum. Data
were collected through interviews, focus groups, observations and a review of nursing care plan. The participants
were 10 graduated nursing students. Thematic qualitative analysis was used for the analysis and interpretation
of the data. The reflective practice of graduate nursing students were found in 3 steps of learning experience
as follows: 1) “discovering reality” with processes of exploring the data, evaluating nursing situation, and
perceiving the real nursing problem, 2) “using nursing theory” with processes of defining strategies to solve
nursing problem and evaluating problem-solving action and, 3) “holding on” with the process of getting and

staying motivated to learning by reflective thinking. The learning results themes emerged from the data was
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“Seeing change” which including: can identifying the nursing outcomes, making a commitment to practice by

using nursing theory, and feeling success with nursing. The finding represented that the reflective practice is

the key for teaching in practicum course because graduate nursing students can lead themselves to study by

using nursing knowledge together with reflective thinking. In additional, the learning results from reflective

practices can use as evaluation topic for the practicum course.
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