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Abstract

This qualitative research study used Husserl phenomenological approach. The purpose was to
describe experiences of parents in caring for pediatric patients after hematopoietic stem cell
transplantation. The informants were parents of pediatric patients aged 1-16 years who had experienced
in caring for pediatric patients in the first 9 months after hematopoietic stem cell transplantation.
Data were collected by using the in-depth interview with tape-record and found saturated after 14
informants. Tape-recorded interviews were transcribed verbatim. Data were analyzed by using Colaizzi
method.

The findings revealed that experiences of parents in caring for pediatric patients after
hematopoietic stem cell transplantation can be categorized into 4 major themes as follows:

1) Require strict care and close attention regarding food, caution in cleanliness, taking
immunosuppressive drug, venous catheter care, restriction of visitors, and the follow-up;

2) Need cooperation from pediatric patients, family support and assistance from doctors and
nurses; 3) Will from pediatric patients, families, doctors and nurses, coupling with parents’ building
willpower; and 4) Various parental feelings of both suffering and happiness.

The study results give the reflective pictures of parental experiences incaring for pediatric
patients after hematopoietic stemcell transplantation. The driving factors were the cooperation and will
of all of the caring partners within the phenomena. It builds up the significance and ability for parents
to carry on the treatment regimen even though their lives face a combination of suffering and happiness.
Nurses can apply this information for planning to help parents of children after hematopoietic
stemcell transplantation in order to develop the holistic care for these high risk children and meet the

parental needs
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