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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to describe experiences of being a nurse who administer chemotherapy.
Heidegger’s hermeneutic phenomenology was applied as a research methodology. Purposive sampling
was used to select 11 nurses who administer chemotherapy as informants. They have been working at
chemotherapy ward over 3 years. They also have trained in nursing care for chemotherapy patient program
(10 days program) and program of nursing specialty in oncology nursing (4 months course). Data were
ethically collected by using in-depth interview, observation and artifacts. Contents were analyzed by using

content analysis of van Manen’s method.
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The findings regarding to this study were consisted of 2 major themes as follows 1) Providing safe
administration of chemotherapy including 1.1) informing and instructing patients before chemotherapy
administration, 1.2) monitoring chemotherapy reaction closly, 1.3) cleaning-up and containment of
chemotherapy spills, and 1.4) informing how to take good care after chemotherapy; and 2) Applying holistic

care for chemotherapy patients including 2.1) helping with comfort care, 2.2) providing psychological support,

and 2.3) fulfilling the last wish.

The research findings showed that nurses who administer chemotherapy required both knowledge

and skill for caring the patient who get chemotherapy drug and dealing with side effect and complication of

chemotherapy drug effectively.

Keywords : Nursing care, Chemotherapy nurse, Chemotherapy drug
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