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Abstract

Malignant pleural mesothelioma (MPM) is a rare but fatal cancer associated
with past asbestos exposure. Well-known asbestos-containing materials include
roofand ceiling tiles.Alarmingly, asbestos continues to be imported and used in
Thailand. The following case pinpoints the potential relevance between environmental
asbestos exposure and MPM in a 66-year-old Thai male. The diagnosis was confirmed
by histopathology presenting sarcomatoid MPM. After a thorough investigation,
no occupational exposure to asbestos was identified. However, approximately
twenty years ago, he had a history of closely supervising the construction of his
own house includingceiling tile cuttingwithout personal protective equipment use.
He subsequently died of this incurable disease within a year after diagnosis. Herein,
this case report emphasizes the importance of environmental asbestos exposure

as a cause of MPM and the urgent need to eliminate asbestos use.
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