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Fluid Assessment by Venous Excess Ultrasound
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Abstract

Critically ill patients often experience fluid overload, which is associated with an increased risk of complications
and mortality. One key pathophysiological aspect of fluid overload is fluid accumulation in the venous system and/
or impaired cardiac function, affecting both systolic and diastolic phases (systolic and diastolic dysfunction). This
results in reduced perfusion to vital organs, making the rapid and timely diagnosis and treatment of fluid overload
crucial for\ minimizing complications and reducing patient mortality. Traditional physical examination methods may
be prone to errors. Currently, a panel of ultrasound techniques known as ‘Point of Care Ultrasound’ (POCUS) refers
to the use of ultrasound for specific purposes to guide treatment decisions. POCUS can be performed on
multiple organs, a practice referred to as multi-organ POCUS, which includes the assessment of the heart, lungs,
and veins. Venous Excess Ultrasound (VExUS), a component of POCUS, is a novel Doppler technique used to
assess fluid overload in the venous system. However, VEXUS should not be used to predict responsiveness to fluid
management. This examination primarily focuses on the inferior vena cava, followed by the hepatic, portal, and

renal veins.
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fieingeiinusauifunisiiiu (FLuid Overload) erdesiusnmmsiinnsunsndounas shsmsdeiniifiutu
sillutsziiuddymae Baisinevesnmeiiiuienisavauvesoavadluszuuvasndensiuay viensvinnuresiily
funnses Gedamansnuiidlussesdudaazaaredavesidla (amufinunfveamsduduagmsnaied) duilugns
annsinanisuveudenludeivizdiy mﬁﬁﬁ]ﬁfﬁLLasmﬁﬂmmwﬁwLﬁuasmiam%aLLaxﬁuL’Jaﬁnﬁmmé’ﬁwasjwén
somsannzunIndeuLazdmmadetinvesitias Bnawsaiunmewuusiduoradicuaanedould Jagtuiinade
Fans1wnAfiGundn ‘Point of Care Ultrasound’ (POCUS) Fsvsnefanslisansendito tagustasdianzlunistiedadula
N3IN53NE @nsavih POCUS e funansafens §aSun31 Multi-organ POCUS 5aufian1suszdiuiila Uen uazvaendons
Venous Excess Ultrasound (VExUS) Wudumilsves POCUS Wumalinnisdansienduuunediansifieuszifiunie
duivluszuunaenidens ausevaenidensiiviidauan (Inferior Vena Cava) museviaanidenssiu viassidensmesita

wazViaanLdannbn

ARy UY; Wiy dvhinden; n1sussidivansin

UNUI

fuheingaiilssumssnulunesiunagihenindniany
Yy (Fluid overload, FO) #usiusiudnsIn1sinnng
wnsngounarsnsImeiiuiy’ wenSassinenfidfy
Uszmsuilwes FO Aemsiithddlussuuvaendons uay/
e safunsauresiilafiunnses vlugiedalngn wae
lauealndn (systolic and diastolic dysfunction)*® dswalit
fidenludsweinzddyanas maitaduarmssnumami
fpg1TInEasTuiTalaudfyiiefiasdisannie
wnsndou wardnsneveiey

Tuofin 1438195199918 nsduanaugaansiy
Tumsitadenneziniu feenaieruianarsls ﬂ%qﬂ’wf
finsasasedansedfiBenia "Point of Care Ultrasound"
¥30 POCUS damnefis msnsinsdansienndsnegauszasd
fFmnziiod e M MUALLININITENY WaraIN15anTIn

POCUS l¢funansetens wiefiSundn multi-orean POCUS®
lauA nsmsravila Uen uagvaenidonsn n15n$39 Venous
Excess Ultrasound (VExUS) ¢ @ai8udrunilsves POCUS
Wuwumslunismsauuuln ieldnsagaizdiiu
Tuduvomaendond® 18TnnsEuth VExUS unlddaus
U A 2020 Tny Beaubien-Souligny wazAmy® NNy
msasavdatituldsuaudonsgiaunsrans wasilnuide
Aeafun1snsI93aiifiady nsmsreidunisldsansenas
m’m@ﬂ%mmﬁlﬂwaamﬁamﬁwLLaquai’mwhm 1n8n1s
Uszifiuannauiauesduili3as3uin1in (inferior vena
cava, IVQO) LLazﬁigz:yﬂmﬁu doppler ¥83 hepatic, portal
wag renal veins 98AU83IN15MII3 VEXUS Aeal8uan
USunaididdunasnidonnand wazldfnniunisine
LUV realtime w&ann1sTuthesnaninenty egaslsfin
1130339 VEXUS fo901dennuianudila wasanudiungy
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Tun1sms1a Daztuasyilinanlanaianfou wasinane
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#1989 VEXUS

Tuafniirinuin nisUssdiuanmgansthlusieniediag
1¥58n399579me Sadanadn sauanusilaiin vieass
fhemiliarniudignisneuauss (luid challenge) w33
wianiganaauuiugt Tnsiawy fluid challenge dnifihe
HNMENaRAEaATEIERILASINETUNIUIDINaDALEDN
ity wu lunmesindelunszuaden (sepsis) nsldansi
o19lilAinn1smevaues T FUeiinsrawy IVC & 019
Tenmalsinevauessioansih uazerailiAnamshadlde®

A157°9% 1 ASUULNTAVBE VEXUS

Ansfnedfy vee VEXUS Buusniieves Beaubien-
Souligny wazamz® Faldnsasiadansienasd (POCUS)
lugtrevesiviadiientdnudainmsiidaiiala Tneviinis
n379 POCUS 9niu waziundnssuuliazuuundaiunge
0-3 (An519#1 1) WU 7l VEXUS score tnsnge axdusius
Aunsiialanel@eunay (acute kidney injury, AKl) uay
Judedifiusiuginiinis¥a central venous pressure (CVP)
IneilAn post-test probability 75% lu VEXUS waz 25%
Tu CVP s Munoz wazaasz’ AldvinnsAnuiiasenns
ngR 90 TeluvesivragUienin Iaeld VExUS Tuns
Ussifiuanmyansth wudn VExUS Wildansnsalduengiae
nauiineuauasuarliineuausswoasiladiin

Grade IVC Doppler Vein Patterns
diameter Findings
Elgle] Hepatic vein Portal vein Intra-renal vein
Congestion
Level
0 |<29u Any findings . .
NAw,/\N/VV\/\/\
None (normal or /\\/ V7 A V] A
abnormal) s S \5/ ‘ \/\/\/\I\M/V\,/\AA/JV\’\/\/WW\/\’\A/\/
IRV
Normal
Normal Continuous Normal
S>D < 30% Pulsatile Continuous
1 > 2 9. Normal or a
i e /\ i /\ A /\/\ TN g Ny VM /\\M
abnormal v\/ \/\/ \/v i \/ \»/k«/f \/ Uy
pattern . : W
d /V/\/\’\/ \W Venouse Congestion
Venous Congestion Venous Congestion Biphasic
S>D < 30-50% Pulsatile Distinct S,D waves
2 > 2 9. One severe s
Moderate  [abnormality AN AR AL . MM\/\WM
in any organ \/ \/ \/ :
d \A/\/\/\A/\/\J\\/VV\/\/\\//\/\/\\/ . DV \D/
Severe Venous Congestion Severe Venous Congestion Monophasic
S Reversal >50% Pulsatile D-only below baseline
3 > 2 9. Two or
Severe more severe
abnormalities

91999910 ¢ IVC, inferior vena cava
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911NEUVRY Beaubien-Souligny lavinn1sAnwinui

%
I VEXUS 105 2 4ay 3 agdunusiusnsineniuay

B
(th5A 2 adjusted hazard ratio 4.03) gr3amudorty
(confidence interval 1.81—8.99)1‘1460@4317%5@ 3 9gdl hazard
ratio 2.70, Cl 1.10-6.65, p = 0.03)"

Islas-Rodriguez uaganis" AnwidUae 140 18 fiuou
Tsmenuasenngiilaneidonds (acute decompensated
heart failure, ADHF) S3uAU AKI Wu31n1sly VEXUS agaiae
T¥nnsAmuad3unanisiainesnainsranieiniinisly
Fe%afn (OR 2.5, 1.3-3.4, p=0.01) 0819ls5AR waranIs
vhamaslalsiunnsnsiuisaesndy Ssoradumaedts 2 ndu
finuguusIves AKl luun TseduA@suasositiuiiie
1.1 uag 1.4 un/ma Tungu VEXUS wagnguaiuny mua1au

WINTY 1an8nISANEIANUIN N5 VEXUS ¥38andnsn

4,12,13 13,14

nsdedin®>" winaddlilasunisBudulunnnisiinw
ag3lsfinu VExUS fusglenilusinunsitadunisiniu

15-18

wagyiuensiin AKI® wag VEXUS teedefinnudunus
fidmauiusyiu VP wazdnuazaduludansiens (portal-
pulsatility) Jadudeduduin VExUS lviuneuaritadeniag
ihédlunaemdensi (venous congestion) éiluegad
Venous congestion Aaldaniansiisturesudiy
Tuosilavuwi (right atrial pressure, RAP) Wazn1sanas
VBIANNEANEUYBIMABALTRAA (venous compliance) #
msAnwnuin N3l VEXUS avusiughninnislden RAP 4
1NN 12 1. Usen lunisyiiunenisiia AKIY msAineisen
Fudumudiussening VExUS waz RAP Tunguiitaediin
ainla (right heart catheterization)® n15l4 VEXUS 39
fusgleailununisitiadsn1ig venous congestion

fousdlunsnge

VExUS fiuselosilunisussdiutimmuansinlugiedd
amgilanedends e AKI ftheflegluannizden vie
fanuslafinaivnanvnlaild® udasld VExUS sauiu
3199 Me gL U MR capillary refill time 3onTs
ATREURDAI I USRS (neck vein) Saudun1sdnUsy in
st ez Bunanoiiioysziliuamguesnnzdoniiiunis

3511515297

aunsal

THirdesdansignsiiuaninin 2 37 s9uiu doppler
yinfiAuazadudes (pulse wave doppler) d@uinsIa
(probe) aunsalduuulAs (curvilinear) #3BUUU phased
array (3enay) wadndeslduuulfannndt mstaesesianiy
nsiuYewila (electrocardiogram, ECG) Vinasnszuziian
Fnsramninlg dielinanisasiaudugnnniy nsnsaald
wé’ﬂmiﬁmﬁ’uisi’qmiamL%@qummgm (universal safety
precaution) lngnsraaisldgunsaidesfiunuuuinigiu
dannevimegigluriieunag uazegluseduioiverngia
\enuazaIn HR3293UnTIasleiletnaied wagldile
SnthauFudusinenvesaiesdansienad

MsRaASes

Tunsmsaa IVC, hepatic vein (HV) wag portal vein (PV)
19119 mode cardiac, abdominal %38 Focused Assessment
with Sonography in Trauma (FAST) 1159523 IVC N34 mode
cardiac szviliunmmasadondneuiiy aunsaUiuaina
m’mauﬁaﬂﬁqﬁuﬁﬂ 100 @1, Aund 18 usideaduanunsn
FipuaziBealifisedu 40 au.Auiideu wdSeresq
USuiiaduld mnsaa intrarenal vein doppler (IRVD) A%
\@8n318A15 abdominal wee FAST LaglaensgAunIudn
fidounin 20 sy Aund wasuiudliiuveonidondauiu
Tnefiaunaseuaiiumnzauie 50 ua./Aunil Srseiuanudsn
lUpnaueaiiu turbulent flow Aanelduidendiuls

N190373 inferior vena cava

Fuusn Tasrnvuines IVC Tasmefansrasiniraud
1-2 931, TngnevingIafisedu 3 Wi (Uil 1) awléigu IvC
short axis dzfasuenuasadenianasan Jsazegnssnand
fn91NAY fouMyuiIngIlusEuIULEIETT (long axis) Tu
frnauduuniiniain 3 wiRnlugiunis 12 widinn
Qg IVC wdlaesuuean wag Hepatic vein (HVC
g IVO)
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- , Right
e atrium

a  ax . .
3UV| 1 351197539 inferior vena cava
N MIIATIVTEAU 3 W1 LTDATIIVWIAYEA inferior vena cava T short axis; UMy uHInT3997N 3 uninlugiummis 12 s

LDRSIFVUIAVBS inferior vena cava b long axis; A. 3U Inferior vena cava Tu short axis; 3.3U inferior vena cava Tu long axis

UeAudennsia long axis Nou A1FIATUIA IVC 9% wInnin M-mode U1evinunuzidnlindn IVC Tu short axis
FaUSn 2 9 FNNI1TesoNvailauuYI kas IVC w5 view sigadalsAa 1518991 nsTauune IVC Tu short axis
A1n31 HV-IVC junction 1 @3 (§UA1 2) uugild B-mode  agdusiusiiu CVP findn long axis™

35U 2 1599 inferior vena cava fMei5au
. gundaiwzanlun1sin inferior vena cava UM 2 B3 ANNITRLWBNYBIRULYIN LAY inferior vena cava 3

$11N11 hepatic vein-inferior vena cava junction 1 &u; 9. inferior vena cava Iuyu short axis
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nsuuamna

yummes IVC fifosnd 2 su azdnoglu VEXUS 1nsa 0
wanein ifiamzduiu vwaves IVC Fufvmaiiuiinaves
s19Meee A51891u9Ue IVC Tupuey azldvwn 1.7 vu
Dunas® Tunsditliannsanannssldaudle awnse
Bounneisnurnanadls Tneoesmazegimdeld
fafu NMInTIan ATz (pulsatility) o19luenlald
wszluunensal Wy hyperdynamic states wavauila
tricuspid $3 @199l IVC fidnwaue T pulse I8 IVC
genela eranuldlutinfun waz IVC finadnas ananuld
Tunsdififmnusuludesiendindu? msfa VC ludnvae
anteroposterior wiaztduduLnisnIngTgIu Ao95e331
pnanTaReaaUmLsiuTlavesuule

JoA255239

919iN15dUaNsENING IVC Uag aorta b JeAnsseysumie
w04 aorta Wldlasazagraulumedie wagmnidu IVC 9z
il hepatic vein undeusie Tuvaeil aorta i IVC o719
mmmimﬂﬁ'luﬁﬂﬁwﬂmaﬁmmé’fuﬁﬂaﬁawumwhjqa wndl
amzanufulutesiosgeenasiild VC Fuldlnefinmsiu
WlariosuurIge

N1973739 Internal jugular vein

UnAudan15ms2a internal jugular vein (V) lallaidu
d1uUsEnauTes VEXUS WAanunsansiald inszusuenie
anuduluilavieauuulanie (right atrial pressure, RAP)
fisreeuluvienny wu fuudeiill collateral circulation
2137111 n15m573 IVC vilaaiuin asmsaa DV-Cl (V-
collapsibility index) fisumiis 2 1. wifleste sternoclavicular
joint < 24.8% ayliAnulisesay 100 warAIINT NI
fawar 97.1 Tunsviuneg RAP > 8 uuusen® egrslsia
159539 DV enafideRanainladie 19@Wu 210157
AHAUBITEAURDN NIHULUTAINNITMETD Lagsiunts
mynehasiadudy

N1961399 Hepatic vein

annsansanld 2 suisie 18auT (Subxiphoid view)
LazLUIEN (Coronal view) Mumisiife Tiarnduain
xiphoid process 1U#i midaxillary line ’nﬂﬁ’mi’sﬁ]ﬁﬁmﬁﬂﬁ
WulunadswedUas n130593698 mode color doppler
azeliiiu HY daau wave form Tu HY wdl 2 daufe A

uae V wave (fimmaduuin) way S0 wave Ranmaduau)
(3U11 3) Fovaneiisiirmevaadeniilnasenain viesigiile
§ranursansianduliiimlesanludieaznudn A wave
n3efugae P wave vaspdulniiiale S wisuivia QRS
complex uag V wave Wiguindulaiguss systole laz
D wave \inuds T wave devianefislugag diastole vaudi
tricuspid valve \Ua viliidenlvain HY g IVC wax
WilanesuuraNaIsuUnALdY S wave 9gdl amplitude
111N D wave Win1 RAP qa?ﬁgu Tfu a1
HaUn@ 9zl amplitude 989 S wave anad UYL
Aanaeduuinls deAisseiwesnisnsiane luaniiy
atrial fibrillation ©12%119% A wave meld wazauinves
S wave anad (5<D) wsl RAP aglalfindy viluuanafnld
Tunmziuuds wave form orafiaunild lunmeau tricuspid
$1'S wave anandusiule

3U#1 3 NM139 573 hepatic vein

IugﬂLLmﬂﬁLﬁu hepatic vein wave form, A llag V wave
@Hemaduuin) waz S,D wave (Aamaduau)

N197993 Portal vein

A5 coronal view gyl waveform ladatau
N1791 NMFINAINUIRINTITAILNULABIAUNITATIA HY
GU 4) idesnsmsiaduuarlndienn Tideuasiam
aan sl doppler agnu flow Juns uamaindonisiianis
Wmnangia anansausuanaveuedeadfieduau portal
vein pulsatility fraction (PVPF) 1¢
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35U 4 N139539 portal vein

n. wanaduaNNR91n xiphoid process lUussauiu midaxillary line \usuvidsiinesinsiaiiien hepatic vein wag portal vein;

TNHIMTIRUUEUANNATIAINIIN xiphoid process TUUTTIUAU mid-axillary line Iag31a marker lUnesnusvesiae

NsuUana
Unfidnuauzaes PV asdudnunizsaiiios wasd pulsatility

Turediin inszgninrinlag hepatic sinusoids A1 PYPF Unf
V max-V min
W ) x 100%

ationnin 30% widdaedarninAulusnenie a1 PVPF

98y A1 PVPF 30-50% wamsintiiudiunans waanen

1A 50% viselalil flow lvadoundu uansindnmziuiu

oE1agULs (3UT 5)

&M‘%m?ﬁh A T

P Y

§ o A | 3 a 13.59-7.06
JUN 5 dreghagiaeniingdniudiunans (————)x

13.59
100% = 48%

X

gaeimilaiAy TudUieduuds wedanzanusuluszuy

U

TaNesyishe {NT1enene wIetiniwienalen PVPF

xY

Wa3viage (portal hypertension) 8193 wave form fi1as

nIvuAN PVPF qﬁu 91nn153 arteriovenous connections
14

% v

Pinlus1eneladiiy s9u79A1 PVPF 13uUnfugunagiiy
Tuaufimuaulu hepatic sinusoid Aidsludsilaesuuen
a A ' A ) [ P ~
anad msanesessuadulniilamuglumeliieusnnis

Waguwladves wave form sunsmegla

N190929 Intrarenal veins
Tun1sms73 VEXUS azldennsaa interlobar %50 arcuate
vein Fadududosvunndnunufiaznsia main renal vein
(Ul 6) msmdudonmartegludola Fusiinanseny
definnziniu vildeuranundld n1smsa9 interlobar
vein agvildazainiian arsldansransuuuuwien
(coronal view) fisesreszriaduanyAfiarndenssming
posterior axillary line waz xiphoid process 1Ag1397
59Tl esnuden Srasnsralidiule T afasieman
Tnedluiiemavadls msld mode color doppler azifiuiden
g mnsranduduns 194 mode abdominal #3e
mode renal warUSuanainaas wauSudaudiu flow 9a
TuanmzUnd sty pulsatility Aewdnstios lifadusuniu
&rihiade azihu pulsatility Wudy wazilndusuniu Gheths
WUNU S,D wave TaLaw) FilnmeiuAumn S wave 91andu
weglulyuuin wdewies D wave fisn baseline Foas
5874 fip ﬂﬁmaﬂﬁLﬁumwﬁmmﬂﬁﬁﬂa&Jﬂg’umsﬂf\]
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Arcuate vein

Interlobar vein

Segmental vein

g‘d‘ﬁ 6 N137529 intrarenal veins

v

[

N. A interlobar vein g arcuate vein; . f19819v8UENNNILINAT 15IVTANTIHNIAN Arcuate vein WU

Widaied D wave 91snnI1 baseline

NITUWUITEAU VEXUS

MsuUssERUTeY VEXUS danandlunisnedi 1 1nse 0 fe
qunn IVC teenth 2 au vunedlaiitiiu S1awa VC wnn
2 sy anansaulssssuiAueenld 3 susu Tnefarsansauiu
hepatic, portal k&g intrarenal vein doppler 51‘13’1Lﬁu1ﬂmﬂ
S wave Agflvuiadnnin P wave ussedudasnnii baseline
deladl s wave ndufiatuun LLaquWﬂqwmquLLiaLﬁm%u
du portal vein lauusanuguusadu 3 sy fie Juusades
AN pulsatility BE3EMIN 30-50% UagarTULTIING >50%
&2 intrarenal vein avAnun@ldniiesdl S wag D wave
Fawonfudoiau wazasdanusuusnfisfudnidudnume
monophasic Wazilaniz wave D VEXUS 1nsa 1 fip n15dl
wave form AaUARLAEY 1-2 wave 1A 2 Ao AAMURAUNG
989 wave Wgusidusefuguuss @ 1 wave Mlunge
3) Turauefiingn 3 fio AruAaUnfves wave 2-3 81 wandi
fhidslusnsneann’
IDIREFN

nsuUsszRuAAITULT Ve VEXUS ladanunsauenldimi
Authuiinan volume overload waa pressure overload
Duilsnededieilduenitfiidduetoiveneg ueildld
vonane og13lsARn150399 VEXUS amnsald@inniy

18,27,28

Wiannun1sSnEnle ANSwUANAR DINA1TUNTIUAY

2INNINAGTNLEND FIUAUNANITNTIIN1IUJTANS

waznniaddu fegatu fhefiameiilureaderuiila
(pericardial effusion) 2xfif1 VEXUS sesfugs usinisan
gonnauriilieinisiUlengaasld n1sesia VExUS 1y
dunilsosssuulnadouresiname faduazdesionsan
swfusiauseaue

514 POCUS 57 VExUS Tunnazsng
nazialaaneidends (Congestive heart failure, CHF)
Tunmg CHF @wnsaun VExUS unlglunisesiauazine

ddald?® uenndunisnriasansendidelen avtae

nsrgUimaninivluventiudaeld Taonsaam “B-line” *

A9k VEXUS Faududansngninlen twsig VExUS 9y

a5290 892A 19 ANAI8 WU IVC Anastasiou wavaniy®

#nwiflae CHF 290 518 Alivinn13m599 VEXUS wuinfesay

39 dneglungu VEUS tnsa 3 efiodndunguiiwumnniige

Hadeiinusauie vunvestilaredrewniln fiau tricuspid

$15uuse waznisiauvesidlaesuurnildd §d

VEXUS 1050 3 %ﬁé“mnma@a%umm (odds ratio 8.03, 95%

Cl 2.25-28.61, p=0.001) ety VEXUS score Wahevihune

Sasnwle uonaniidaiinsseaunisld VExUS Lite

Uspifiuasiiluduasiifanetalanedendslugdosds

fudengs filiamnsadndulonuimianisnudieisnis

Uszfiuannisedisu etedndulanummanssnw®
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azlaneidsunau (Acute kidney injury, AKI)

§finsi1 VExUS antheussdiudSumnaesinlusianie
vosfftaeinnng AKI Tunesfuragtaenin Andrei uay
Az WU 145 518 AlFFUMIRTIIRE VEXUS 4 Ade
nelu 48 au. wasansulishwilulsaneiuia wuinszeu
103 VEXUS Tildduiusiunsiin AKl vise Shsmaned 28 u
o1 dunngluns@nundfgis VExUs grade 3 it
¥away 6 Wit Bosisio wavAmy™ lavihnsane systemic
review war meta-analysis #159U571970 4 n15ANYA
\eAnwAuduRusues intrarenal venous doppler waw
gUAn15aln191An AKI wui1dnwaz flow wuuseLiles
(continuous flow) agillenaiin AKI Yesaseeatiesadwil
AMURAUNAYDY waveform @1u1sausnienIsliandunsIe
seln uavUSunanhfiaslasme uin1sdnen meta-analysis
Fuilfsunumanunisinuunaoudieion uazuaeiia
ANNaINVia1y Jse1avilviuUanasnn Beaubien-Souligny
wazAnE WU portal flow pulsatility warnsaeunlas
299 wave form 9819u1AV4 intrarenal vein AzdUNUS
fumsifn AKI wenanil portal flow pulsatility §sduius
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