Case Report JNST

Terbutaline-Induced Lactic Acidosis
in a Pregnant Patient with Preterm Labor:
A Case Report and Literature Review
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Abstract

Preterm labor, defined as regular uterine contractions with cervical changes occurring between 20+0/7
and 36+6/7 weeks of gestation, is a significant cause of perinatal morbidity and mortality. Before 34 weeks of
gestation, corticosteroids are administered to enhance fetal lung maturity. Tocolytic agents, such as calcium-channel
blockers and beta-adrenergic receptor agonists, are used to delay labor, allowing time for corticosteroid efficacy.
This case report describes a pregnant patient with preterm labor treated with terbutaline, a beta-adrenergic receptor
agonist. During treatment, the patient developed metabolic acidosis, which laboratory tests confirmed was due to
terbutaline-induced lactic acidosis. The condition resolved after discontinuing terbutaline. Terbutaline-induced lactic
acidosis requires careful exclusion of other causes and typically resolves spontaneously once the drug is stopped.

Studies suggest terbutaline may increase glycolysis, leading to elevated pyruvate and lactate levels.
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(nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs, NSAIDs) wag
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wathaReainulugtassed Ao nisdendunsaiumuedn
(metabolic acidosis) a1nN15AIvEINTALAARN (lactic
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induced lactic acidosis @1u15amelaLeandmenen
terbutaline® tApis189uUN15AnE1d A.A.1978 WUl
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gudsnismasvesungnuiaiinadu (ritodrine) Fafuen
Iuﬂdu beta-adrenergic receptor agonists LA UANNIE
metabolic acidosis 91nA11¢ lactic acidosis®

9819l5ARN A1y lactic acidosis 91nNT1Ge1 beta-
adrenergic receptor agonists §3liiffsinaruTiuivey
Tnen15idadedndudeitadonenlsanazdudumanive
3uvedn1iy lactic acidosis neuane lngnalanisiia
1173 terbutaline-induced lactic §ilansrvuitn lag
919:AMN9IN beta-adrenergic receptor agonists LUt
nszvrunsinalalada (glycolysis) dewalitlngian (pyru-
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faddaiaus/ans, CU 105.4 JaddAaus/ans, HCO,
20.8 fiaaomiaud/ans, plasma glucose 81 un./na.,
way albumin 3.51 n¥u/na. ndsndunuigUaedd
nsfudvesungnogisseiiles Jelsdsunssnuilag
nslifen terbutaline Msvaenadens Bufudievuine
0.25 un. Maviaeadensiuf ndniuliemendedios
mavaendendilusng 0.6 un/dlue waeinsliiunde
mMadendidae 5%D/NSS 8051 60 wa/dalua Taefinan
msﬂuémaqmgﬂLﬁaﬂ%’mzﬁum terbutaline 1Jusyey
deuszidiulinunsiumvesmngnly 10 it Jsfiansan
nealvien terbutaline wazlaAnmIuNaN1IATIINI O
UJURNNS wudn Serum: HCO, 13.6 fla@dAianiaud/ans,
blood sugar 192 un./Aa., anion gap (AG) 17.4 (corrected
AG 18.6), lactate 6.45 fadlua/ans, way ketone 0.2 Jadlua/
fns Useillununidz metabolic acidosis Seliinuanivg
wutn waLﬁmﬁumé’ammeammamazamL%@L‘Wﬁx
asataanznudindenvilulaany 3-5 fa/hish power
field (HPF) wazifindonunslutiaanny 50-100 @a/HPF
Sefnsandmnamedelunsuadeauasmaiullaans
wazSulensindle ceftriaxone wum 2 n$u MevaeAEon
v)n 24 $7laa 59U ampicillin 91U 2 N3u MavaeEons
Fuitndanduliervuin 1 n¥u namasadend vn
a4 $lus wiegalsfinu auvnues metabolic acidosis
Flanidnmsevnrdulssiiuud @i liflduazanudu
Tafinasfinaen

Sufianumdefulilulsameruna wudnsufinisdusives
upgnifindy Jefinrsalien terbutaline Mmaviaanidond
Snads §as1 0.6 un /e wariimsinaunisdusives
uagnieufuszdvelimnzauseld ldRanamanisnga
MU uRns (vaelasuen terbutaline 8m31 0.5 un./
Hlag) wut Serum: HCO, 16.3 faddAInaud/ans, plasma
glucose 198 un./ma., anion gap 15.1 (corrected AG 16.3),
lactate 3.1 fiadlua/Ans, ABG: pH 7.32, pCO, 33.5 uu.Usam,
pO, 59 uu.Uson wdsantuiia terbutaline 1Judns

0.55 un/Hlus wazdugdumavasnidons a5 4 gila/
Falas wuiwan1snsIImeviesu fRnng Serum: HCO, 13.3
fadvaiaud/ans, plasma glucose 254 un./ea., anion
gap 16.9 (corrected AG 18.1), lactate 5.9 fadlua/ans waz
mamwmuﬁaaﬂﬁﬁ’ﬁms?ﬂu 9 Serum: Hb 12.4 n33/Aa., Hct
37.8 %, WBC 15,700 waa/nsu. (PMN 87.8%, lymphocyte
6.9%), platelet 234,000/m54., albumin 3.51 n3u/ma.,
globulin 3.4 n3u/ma., total bilirubin 0.2 wn./Aa., direct
bilirubin 0.08 Un./A4., aspartate transaminase 27 gﬁm/ﬁm,
alanine transminase 29 gin/an3, alkaline phosphatase
206 yiln/dng wé’&mnﬁ?uﬂﬁﬁuﬁwaqmgﬂamaﬂ Fale
finnsamiganislifen terbutaline sesristhildviinisUssdiu
LarAuAuMaLMALRNANYBIN1IE metabolic acidosis
Tinsrzraniifiszduluasveisaluidonanassudud
serum AG g4 39Anfian13y wide (high) AG metabolic
acidosis uagiloduameA1 Aanion gap , A HCO, = 0.41
wan9313I59uAU normal AG metabolic acidosis @3u11
A1 metabolic acidosis AN mixed wide (high) with
normal AG metabolic acidosis IﬂEJmLW]“U@\‘i normal AG
metabolic acidosis LinAINN1IL hyperchloremic metabolic
acidosis annsliansmanasmdens (normal saline
solution, NSS) Usuneuann fhummoqsuaq wide AG metabolic
acidosis 1Ana7n lactic acidosis 1899103 serum lactate
5.9 Tadlus/dns (>5 Tadlua/ans) lnganvinvesnie lactic
acidosis 419231310 terbutaline-induced lactic acidosis
dlosnasanlamuniagdu o iviliAnn1ag lactic acidosis
Wu azifoldenseseandiau (tissue hypoxia) %38
anrden (shock) warldiild mansasramnzdeludaans
warlafinlinunisinde anudulafinuninasnegludas
120-130/60-80 un.Usen Lifiangvineendiau Jaaiy
gonUnfivsuna 3 ua./nn./4alus FAUAUNTINYANTS
T9en terbutaline WUINEAU serum lactate Aoy 9 anad
flugn1izdnd (serum lactate < 2 fadlua/ans) aely
3.5 Halug vdmene Kaguil 1 uaz A1eneil 1
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3U# 1 nsmlanuduiusvesdnsinisiien terbutaline uarseAu serum lactate

A13197 1 ANUAUTUSVDITNIINTAUTBINIIA HANIINTIINRIUHURNS wazdnsInIslvien

Parameters At 3 hour At 6.5 hour At 9.5 hour
Heart rate (beats/min) 133 140 99 93
Blood sugar (mg/dL) 198 254 140 105
Lactate (mmol/L) 3.1 5.9 2.5 1.18
HCOZ' (mEg/L) 16.3 13.3 17.8 19
Terbutaline (mg/hour) 0.5 0.55 off -
Regular insulin (unit/hour) 2.5 6 5 off

d3Un15AtianyavnUes lactic acidosis
vasnsalAnwEUae
azdeadunsnannisdsvesnsanandnlugiaese
il 1Anannnsldsmesymay (terbutaline-induced lactic
acidosis) Tuffthedsasssiinnsduasssaneadourinua

2AUIIY LAZNUNIUITIUNTTY
omustiauessaunsinuigvlefiunsieeinisidy
assfnaoanoufivun Fadunneinuldveslunyujod
Iﬂanns‘f‘:ﬁmmﬁwﬁmﬁaqmﬂn‘]ummaﬁﬁwlﬂﬁmiﬂaam
naufmUA LarnMYARERNBURUAGNEa lTIARNA Iz UT e
uaznsdedinlalunsnusniia’ Unfivisnaasnnauninum
fogasidtesnin 30 dUani sruumadunislaves
msnlupssdduasayiuialiduiadanusniuidedden
nedalaaiiosesrvdindndmenduiieveuisn lag
ndeyatudagdunuin milieneiilaaiiusesdyinin
Wrvenduileanunsoanazdudisnasdansiniside

Falalumsnusniiiels® Fodusaduiiinvesmsivenduds
nsvashvesuagn esenailieresAlaaisesdoongys
Taevhlldhaszana 48 HlumdaanEue deindeya
NTATIEiefiU (meta-analysis) U A.A. 2009 wuirteya
90 58 n1sAnen wansliidiuinnisliendudinisunda
Yesumgn aansnideuszeznansnasnoenlulfedsien
48 lus TenadSefisesay 7593 Wewleutunislden
waenlenadiaiifosay 53°
PMNALUrEIYesaNIANnYAtaasUsAtlalan (World
Association of Perinatal Medicine, WAPM) U a.#. 2023
Tawugihimsiansanlien nifedipine siasuusemudy
grdruusnlunsdudslalfungnuatad wogmnlaildug
annsaRersalien terbutaline Fudueniimsiarsan
Tdludrdudalu™ Tudiudnugidivesaniaugiuiunng
VReUTEIMAANIFOLISNT (American College of Obstetricians
and Gynecologists, ACOG) U a.¢. 2016° wuzililgen
beta-adrenergic receptor agonists tJugiduusn lagly
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Tuszeznandu 9 iy 48 Falu itesensivernesilaaie
seufoongYs uay ACOG Ifuustiliiansaniaueingias
fiduasssaaontousmun Sderhulunsliendudilalvungn
nnsnivsell

nad1uAseIusazsdnfon1In Msnluases was
msnusnuin daunanansnulunsazstauazteniulden
Beendianusliiiauelufinened Ae 1 terbutaline 3
Lﬂuwﬁﬂuﬂdu beta-adrenergic receptor agonists NaU19LABS
fnulsvossendgadinsss Fesuundunadnafosionsn
w laduiss auduin amzdu ledu wiglaiiu ane
tviaden sedulnunadeus waznninaludongs

312 plagnanmes

wazHat1AIeMINLIAAR Ao Walawwuisn
fifinusthuiaus Ao Mz metabolic acidosis 91NN
lactic acidosis fina1nnsTden terbutaline
nsfifnydtaeeinu vdngieldsue terbu-
taline \fleussnsvadivesungn fUheEuiany meta-
bolic acidosis mﬂ‘ﬁu FalgRansannuin delta anion gap
# delta HCO_ wirriu 0.41 dnlfudndieiinig wide AG
32UAU normal AG metabolic acidosis ?jﬂmmmaﬂ normal
AG metabolic acidosis @® hyperchloremic metabolic

A19197 2 @AVe4 L-lactic acidosis™**

1 A lactic acidosis ‘

acidosis 91N@1511 NSS fildmanasnidensi uag wide AG
metabolic acidosis \inlgainvate q anue leun L-lactic
acidosis, D-lactic acidosis, azdamdunsnanAlay
(ketoacidosis), @154 (intoxication) LLazm'qu%‘LﬁEJ
(uremia)”* Taglufiheseivhmsdsasianisios jifns
WaRunudn serum lactate 5.9 fadlua/dns dadnlaiu
ANy lactic acidosis L‘ljaﬂmﬂﬁizﬁu serum lactate >5
Nadlua/dns

A3 lactic acidosis Lﬁmmﬂmilﬁmﬁumﬂﬂm lactic
fignasrafinanntu Tnsuvadunsn lactic wiin L (L-lactic
acidosis) way nsm lactic ¥%ia D (D-lactic acidosis) 1ag
L-lactic acidosis Sauvsoandu viiae (A) wavwidad (B)
Tne lactic acidosis ¥8ia A WRaanazfioandauludens
(hypoxemia), A% tissue hypoxia, WagN11e shock LHudu
d1u lactic acidosis ¥l B tAnananeiilifianig tissue
hypoxia ¥39AMg shock WilAnananuvndu Wy nslden
U9vile, uziSauneiln anudaunfveanismnatguariiiie
(inborn errors of metabolism) lagawnsig 9 ¥es L-lactic
acidosis agUsamsedl 2

¥ii¢ B lactic acidosis

YIARNLDDNTLAU g1: aubsaevlad, metformin, cathecholamines, isoniacid, Wn1uea,
widulnanea, nsewndledn

Azdon Diabetic ta¥ alcoholic ketoacidosis

amgaldunien Az InAuT 1

Amevieuiin viselsageaulUnarlnguuse

AM3LANYBY aerobic glycolysis

ameilangaiu/angmeladuimad

amgdu/lnne

AMELUBLEpUIALEDN

Amensotaulyy pyruvate dehydrogenase

AMERWINAANSUBULBUBN WA 115

AN

amziuloenlun

Mneunsdanuivesvissedldvinisdmsia
maviesu foRnsiiuRuiiomanvnuesne lactic acidosis
wuldfinme tissue hypoxia #s8A1z shock WazNANIS
asanmzidelinunsindolumaiulaaizuazlaiia
FAunamEAN1LYEN terbutaline Wudnsedu serum lactate

Ao 9 anasiugn1zuni (serum lactate < 2 Hadlua/ans)
meflu 3.5 Mlumdmgae Ssaenndosiumenunsdiny
rounthilfiafuflul . 1978 fhefndeanziduassd
Aaennoufvuniiiengnssd 32 dUasi dldiinasliien
nosAlaaifusend Lilovaunsedunsiiqiivlnvesssuy

J Nephrol Soc Thail 2025; 31(1): 76-84

https://he01.tci-thaijo.org/index.php/JNST/index



Case Report JNST

madumeglaliiumanluasss sauiuladinasTien ritodrine
%éuﬂume[,uﬂ&ju beta-adrenergic receptor agonists Lile73e
Tumsudilslvumgnvedadia laeuitsns 100 lulasn3u/undi
wazndniu 12 Hlumanluassinuhiinneiludub
Jalgandnsinistvien ritodrine wide 30 lulasniu/unil sauru
Tusnrthlddmsamatesufoiniswuiniinig metabolic
acidosis (serum HCO_ 8 fladdn3taus/ans) log 2 Hala
anlulddensiamesiesufjuifiniswudn serum lactate 7
fiadlua/ans® 9nmsAnufiaRusilul a.e.1993 el
meunmzRuasIiRaannauiualuasssusnlaeiiongassa
51319 27 9 34 dUansi wudgdheduau 8 selasuen
terbutaline 1Huszeziian 14 $lus S5efU serum lactate
Lﬁmqaﬁﬁumﬂ 3.8+1.6 Nadn3u/Andans Uu 16.5+4.0 Nadn3u/
WaAms 7 11 Frluwdaduen uaznsfnwdeuniindffu
0l A 1997 Menuiidthedngd 10 au fiflergassd
sewing 24 4 36 dUaviTundnoenniuasainaenrou
ivun leuvinnsguliien ritodrine 5o terbutaline lag
\ilogravesefinadesyfulnunaBen augansalua uay
nmsvihauvedls Taefinslien ritodrine agEufsng 100
Tulasn3u/unit uasuSuriiniias 50 lulasn3u/undi yn 10 wil
Tnefiszaugegaliitiugng 350 lulasnsu/undt ilelviungn
vgan1suaiada waznislven terbutaline 9ziFusnT
10 lulasniu/und uazUfuidiindiay 5 lulasndu/anil log
fisziugeanliiindnsn 35 lulasniu/ani elungn
vigAN1IMn¥as wuinAedYes plasma lactate fouiEaen
ol 1.2¢0.3 fadlua/dns Wiy 4.7+0.8 Hadlua/ans
vdanEuenly 240 i
31NN1TIIVTINIIBUNTANYIVDINTITeN beta-ad-
renergic receptor agonists Wothelumsdudinsmasives
ungnlundgetsasssindoaneziiuassdaasanouimun
WUIIN15IT81 beta-adrenergic receptor agonists ‘17?&
terbutaline waz ritodrine @u13avilAAnN19E metabolic
acidosis 1A% lactic acidosis 19 WUszAU serum lactate
geqaldda 7 fadlua/dns lnsiindeud 2 daluausn

6,16-18

naglasuen YaNI1NLUINNTIYIIUNITANYINUL N

A13UIN581 beta-adrenergic receptor agonists VwHANY

wazrindnivevasnidenauIaviTlnseAu serum lactate
29Ul Tnenuldlunisinwgiaslsaveuiiaiiflennisveuiin
MSuREUNaY nva1esenunsanwgdae”* lag
sefunan lactic Wiutugeanldds 10.47 fadlua/ans uay
anawnoglussiuunildnely 8-24 Frlumdmenen
Tmgnalnnisiinniay lactic acidosis 91nN15LATULN
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