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Abstract

The purposes of this study, the participatory community — based action research, were to explore
the process and the effects of partnership networking development for caring people with physical
disability in the community. Twenty-five pairs of people with physical disability and family caregivers,
three community nurses, one physiotherapist, five community leaders, six community leaders, two local
authority officers, and ten village health volunteers were selected by purposive sampling to participate in
the study. The research process composed of 2 phases including 1) establishment of initial networking for
caring people with physical disability model and 2) development of partnership networking model. Focus
group, in-depth interview, participatory and non-participatory observation methods were used to collect
the data. Descriptive statistics and content analysis method were performed to analyze the data.

The findings of the study revealed that the “ WE CAN DO by TIM™ was the significant process
influencing on successful partnership networking for caring people with physical disability model
development. This process composed of 7 stages: 1) W: creating of networking members’ willingness,
2).E: co-exploring situation needs and problems, 3). C: sharing ideas for development, 4). A: acting
together following the model, 5) N: co-evaluating and exploring the notices, 6) D: co-seeking and decorat-
ing the model, and 7) O: creating outstanding unique of the model and continuing for sustainability. In
addition, networking members  characteristics were 1) T: effective team approach, 2) I: networking
members’ inspiration, and 3) M: acting goal for mankind. The partnership networking for caring people
with physical disability model development affected 1) people with physical disability on increasing quality
of life, 2) caregivers on perceiving less burden and enhancing empowerment, and members of network on
perceived high empowerment and strengthening networking system.

The findings suggest that the” WE CAN DO by ™" process is essential strategy to establish the
partnership networking for caring people with disability in the community. Furthermore, this model may be
a beneficial intervention for community nurses and health teams to apply in practice in order to provide a

greater impact on enhancing positive care outcomes for people with disability at home.

Keywords : Partnership networking model, People with physical disability, Participatory community —

based action research, Caring for people with disability in the community
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