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ABSTRACT

The present study, a historical research which is a part of the study entitled
“Development and Trends of Private Higher Education Institutions,” aimed to investigate
the development of Private Higher Education Institutions in Thailand. A documentary
analysis was employed as well as the interview with experts which 3 relevant inquiries
were emphasized: 1) philosophy, vision and mission; 2) implementation as the missions
set; and 3) administration and management. The results of the study were categorized
into 4 eras, including Emerging Age (B.E. 2512 — 2522), Escalating Age (B.E. 2522 — 2542),
Reforming Age (B.E. 2542 — 2552) and Education Standard Age (B.E. 2552 — Present).
The findings revealed that in the first age, private higher education institutions focused
more on producing graduates for the demand of business sector. In the second age,
the role of private higher education institutions was expanded to different missions, but
the teaching mission was still the main role. In the third age, the private higher education
sector continued expanding with no direction. And in the last age, quality assurance has
been utilized as a framework to further develop the private higher education institutions.
In summary, after the Reforming Age, the private higher education institutions had
developed themselves in all aspects as it was partially from an enforcement of quality
assurance system. Despite the educational reform, most of private higher education
institutions still, for many decades in the past until present, encountered a quality of
professional teachers and obstacles in developing research works as the requirement set
in the quality assurance standard.
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