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The study of personnel development requirements

on Thai Traditional Medicine and Alternative Medicine

Suvipa Nittayanggoon M.S.*  Thidarat Anurat M.A**

Abstract

This research aimed to: 1) study the Thai Traditional Medicine (TTM) and Alternative
Medicine personnel training need, and 2) develop the curriculum as the needs of the directors and practitioners
in the hospitals of Secretary Ministry of Public Health. This research was divided into
4 steps. Step 1 was the survey research of personnel training need situation among the two main groups : a) the
directors, and b) TTM and Alternative Medicine practitioners in the hospitals. Data collection was conducted
by mail during June to September 2011. There were 3 questionnaires, were content validity tested by experts,
and reliability tested at Nonthaburi and Pratumthani. The questionnaire reliabilities tested by Cronbach’s Coeffient
Alpha were at 0.78, 0.75 and 0.73 respectively. The 1,835 questionnaires were distributed to 2 groups: the first
group was the 285 directors and practitioners at The Regional and Provincial hospitals gained by purposive
sampling, and the second group was both the 780 practitioner at Community hospital, and the 770 practitioners
from Tambon hospitals gained from purposive sampling and proportional stratified sampling. The data gained
from the step 1 were descriptive. Step 2 was the decision analysis of curricular selection. The hospital training
need from the 1" step was analysed and then was Brain storming to identify related issues appropriated to select
appropriated curriculum, develop curriculum, and validate curriculum by experts. Step 3 was the curriculum
testes and evaluation. The curriculum was tested by 45 register nurses and then was
evaluated. Step 4 was the curriculum improvement. The study showed as follows.

1. The development requirement situation.

1.1 Director reported that there were sufficient both TTM and Alternative Medicine
personnel at 34.26% and 7.24% respectively. The directors planned to extend TTM and Alternative Medicine
services about 82.45% and 49.86%. Within five years, they planned to have more of both personnel at 87.19 %
and 58.50 %. They also planned to support their register nurses to enroll the TTM (at 82.45%) and Alternative
Medicine training courses at 64.87%.

1.2 Majority of The TTM personnel needed to develop their TTM knowledge and skill at 76.10 %
(}= 4.18 £ 0.16). Among them, the popular curriculum was the TTM physical examination and treatment
at 72.98 %. For the alternative Medicine, most of them planned to develop their Alternative Medicine knowl-
edge and skill at 82.02 % (} =420t 0.17). The popular curriculum was the Chiropractic course at 54.39 %.
2. Regarding to the effectiveness of the curriculum, after training, most of the trainees gained knowledge in
TTM at 77.78% (Xf =473 1 0.23) and gained more confidence of practice application at 66.67% (Xf =4.60
+ 0.29).

Keywords : personnel development requirement, Thai Traditional Medicine, Alternative Medicine

* Plan and policy analyst, professional level, Praborommarajchanok Institute for Health Workforce
Development.

** Public health technical officer, Bureau of Health Administration.
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