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The Comparison of Creative Thinking of Freshmen Nursing
Students Before and After Enrolling into the Dormitory System

under Military Discipline, The Royal Thai Army Nursing College
Wassana Naiyapatana RN, PhD*

Abstract

Creative thinking is one of the most important abilities of human’s brain that can help increasing the
societal and national development. Adolescent freshman nursing students’ creative thinking levels are varying
depending on personal factors, and different environment. The system may have an impact on the freshman students’
creative thinking during the very first weeks that they deal with the lives changes in particular. This study was a
prospective study that aimed to explore the creative thinking of freshman nursing students, and compare the creative
thinking one month before and after enrolling to the dormitory system under military discipline. The data were
collected from eighty simply randomly selected samples based on Yamane sampling method. The instrument used
in this research was the five rating-scales questionnaire from the Department of Mental Health, Ministry of Public
Health, with its reliability of .95, including77 items within 4 parts as follows: 1) curiosity, 2) imagination, 3) problem
solving, and 4) endeavor. The data were collected on the first day of stay and one month after enrolling to stay in the
college dormitories. The informants were also asked to freely write their own opinions and
recommendations toward the system. The data were analyzed by means of the descriptive statistical method and a
pair t-test.

The findings showed that the freshman students had moderate levels of creative thinking in each and
overall aspects of study on the first day of stay while, the overall and each part of creative thinking scores after one
month of stay in the dormitory was statistically higher at the significant levels of .001, .001, .05, .05 and .001,
respectively. The part that showed highest increasing score was endeavor part with its mean score in the high level
(M=3.81, SD=.40). However, when considering individual item, it was found that some items showed significantly
decreasing score, for instance, “when feeling suspicious, I must find out the answer without letting it goes” and ‘T
must prove its rationale before believing in one ’s te]]ing”

It was concluded that freshmen nursing students had higher creative thinking level in overall and each part
of aspects after one month of stay in the dormitory. This may be because the system has
periodically been developed with the aim to focus on logical conducts. It has cultivated disciplines that well support
students’ positive thinking leading students’ creative ability. However, there were decreasing scores of some items.
Therefore, the further study is needed to elaborately discover more about the effect of the dormitory system on the
students’ thinking ability and the research findings should be learned and shared with other nursing institutions who

may interested in its implication suitable for each individual circumstance.

Keywords : creativity, nursing students, dormitory system, military discipline.

* funded by The Royal Thai Army Nursing College, this study was presented at 21" Annual Asia Pacific
Military Medicine Conference 21" APMMC) , Sydney, Australia May 2-6, 2011
** Deputy Chief and Nursing Lecturer at the RTANC
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